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LETTER XLIV. 
Mrs. VILLARs to Lady EGERT@N,. 


Dear Manu, 
I WILL not tell you that 1 intend to 
give myſelf the honour of waiting upon 
your ladyſhip; but with all the confidence 
of friendſhip acquaint you I feel very great 
pleaſure in the thoughts of accepting your 
kind invitation, and that I hope to be in 
London on the Thurſday in next week. 
Accept, dear madam, the acknowledg- 
ments my gratitude offers to your ladyſhip, 
Mr. and Mrs, Stamford ſhare in this ſenti- 
Vor, II. B ment, 
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ment, as well as in my affcCtion and heigh- 
tened eſteem, for the parental care you and 
they have ſhewn to my daughter. The ten- 
derneſs of my Flavia's heart tinctured her 
condu with imprudence. She gratefully 
owns her obligations to your family. She 
condemns her error, and J hope will attone 
for it by her future conduct. Your Jadyſhip 
is too well convinced of her regard for you 
and Mrs, Stamford, to impute her deſire of 
leaving London to a deficiency-in the Jove 
and gratitude ſhe owes to both. Her ill - re- 
quited affection is the motive which prompt- 
ed the requeſt, She wiſhes to indulge her 
grief in ſolitude; but ſhe muſt be more diſ- 
engaged from the object of her tendernels, 
before ſhe can ſhare the rational pleaſures of 
retirement, 
I would not expoſe my child to-the ſhock 
of ſeeing Captain Welmore again, Her re- 


putation might be 2 by an inter- 
view; 
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view; for her diſcompoſure would be re- 
markable. But as he has leſt town, I have de- 
fir'd her to viſit with your ladyſhip, and to 
partake ſuch of the publick amuſements as 
you recommend, 

In young minds, love has generally a ro- 
mantic byaſs. I hope my Flavia will con- 
quer her :propenſity to an illaudable con- 
ſtancy; and that her next choice will be 
founded on eſteem, and 8 by the 
merit of its object. 

As I ſhall ſoon, IJ hope, exchange this in- 
tercourſe for a perſonal conference, I will 
now only ſubjoin that I am, with reſpe& * 
and gratitude, | 

Your ladyſhip s moſt obliged 
and affectionate 


SOPHIA VILLARS, 
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LETTER XLV. 
Lady EER rox to Mrs. ViLLars, 


NE line, my dear Mrs. Villars, to give 
you ſome idea of the joy your letter 
excited, Come, my valuable friend ! Men- 
tion nothing of obligations. A vifit from you 
is an ineſtimable favour, 1 ſhall part from 
your dear Flavia with unwillingneſs, but 
your determinations muſt be right. She ap- 
pears more chearful every day, and never re- 
fuſes to accompany me on any viſit, or to 
any place of diverſion. The ſweet girl is pa- 
ler than when ſhe left you, but I aſſure you 
the uneaſy ſtate of her mind has occaſioned 
this alteration : for her health was perfectly 
recovered very ſoon after the ſad accident, 
and my family is unfaſhionably regular.--My 
ſon and daughter ſhare in my ſatisfaction, 
and are as much devoted to you as 
Your faithfully affeRionate 
E. EGERTON. 
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LETTER XLVI. 


Mr. VILLARS to Mrs, VILLARS. 


DID not imagine it poſſible that my af- 
fection for my dear mother could admit 
of any increaſe, but I find I was miſtaken. 
I have read and examined your letter, and 
the authors you referred me to, till I hope 
I am a perfect convert. I now deſpiſe: that 
ſet, whoſe loquacity withdrew me from truth 
and peace. Yet I will not attribute leſs er- 
ror to myſelf than I really ought to boaſt, 
nor accuſe them . unjuſtly, My conduct had 
been faulty before they attempted to pervert 
my judgment. I aſſure you, madam, I find 
a rea] delight in the duties you recommend- 
ed. I was at chapel one morniag laſt week, 
when a gay acquaintance went to my room 
to breakfaſt with me. I met him coming 
down ſtairs, and deſir'd him to return. Pri- 
thee ! Villars, ſaid he, pulling me by the 

B 3 lleeve, 


: 
} i 
i 5 
WE 
h 
1 
. i 
i 
| ? 
* 
* 
0 
a 
" 
+ 


— 


* . CDT Is nd 


65 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER... 


ſleeve, and laughing in my face, haſt been at 
morning prayers? Why, you are quite a re- 
formed man. Egad, ſaid he, you muſt lay 
aſide this puritanic cuſtom : and indeed you 
do look aſham'd. What have you had a lec- 
ture from the dowager in the country ?— 
He ſaw I was diſpleaſed, and turned the con- 
verſation. Old ſquare toes, ſays he, has de- 
fir'd an account of the money I brought with 
me to diſcharge my bills. *Tis all gone 
without any account. How abſurd to expect 
a gentleman ſhould give himſelf the trouble 
of ſetting down his expences; beſides, it 
would not do for his inſpection. Bills at the 
tavern, poſt chaiſes, white gloves and per- 
fumes, would never anſwer his expectation. 
No, no, if he is ſurprized, that he has no 
anſwer, I ſhall tell him his letter miſcarried, 
When I came firſt to Oxford, truly he would 
pay the bills himſelf, or my tutor ſhould diſ- 
charge them ; but I told him, he ſhew'd a 
very mean opinion of an only child, or gave 
people 
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people a bad one of himſelf, not to let the 
money paſs thro' his ſon's hands. The good 
old fellow conſented, the money does paſs 
through my hands, but not into the hands he 
deſign'd. ee 
Il was diſguſted with Mr. E*****s deceit, 
and aſhamed to have cultivated ſuch an ac- 
quaintance. | even ventured to reprove him, 
tho* perhaps with an ill grace, being conſci- 
ous J had encouraged in him, and others, a 
blameable gaiety. Vet in my gayeſt flights, 
] never mentioned, nor ſuffered any one to 
mention your name without the reverence 
due to your character. Who can forbear 
laughing, reſum'd Mr. E**#*#*##, to hear 
the harrangues of a beardleſs philoſopher? 
What! you are too wiſe I ſuppoſe to make 
mirth of the antiquated appearance, and ſage 
maxims of fourſcore, becauſe the old lectu- 
rer happens to be a parent. I cannot, an- 
ſwer d I, find any ſubject for merriment, 
cven in the circumſtances you have mention- 

B 4 | ed. 
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ed. The infirmities of age (I repeat the 
words of an honour'd parent) claim my 
compaſſion ; its unaffected chearfulneſs and. 
friendly advice, my eſteem, gratitude, and 
love; its piety, my reverence and veneration. 
There is, I added, a reſpect due to every. 
parent; but to thoſe who alſo ſupport the 
character of the friend, gratitude and love 
{hould accompany reſpect, KH 
Mr. E*#*## pulled out his watch, put on 
his hat, ſet up the corner of it, and throw- 
ing himſelf back in his chair, eroſs'd his 
arms on his breaſt and whiftled a tune. Then 
ſtarting up, I am going to the coffee-houſe, 
Viilars, ſaid he, will you go? If I remain 
here much longer, I ſhall be abſolutely un- 
fit ſor company, I conſented, and we went 
together. Since this converſation, the gen- 
tleman has behaved very differently. He is 
leſs familiar and more reſpectful. The reſt 
of his eompanions rallied, but ſoon gave me 


up as loſt to their ſociety, 1 find 
1d, 
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I find, madam, it is not only in my power 
to purſue my own inclinations, but even in 
ſome degree to form the manners of thoſe I 
converſe with, They figd me reſolute in- 
avoiding their profligacy, They ceaſe to 
conſider me as their companion, but they 
value me as an acquaintance and friend, ——1 
lately felt a pleaſure in the gaiety of theſe 
young fellows, which made me defirous of 
partaking their amuſements. I indulged 
this propenſity, I was uneaſy when TI al- 
lowed myſelf time for conſideration; but I 
wanted reſolution to withſtand the trial. 
One laughed at my moderation in enter- 
tainments, another at my want of ſpirit in 
leaving company before morning, a third 
rallied my inſenſibility to the fair ſex. In 
ſhort, they ſaw me unſettled, and that I was 
affected by their ridicule, To avoid, I ven- 
tur'd to deſerve it. Still my principles were 
not conciliated with my practice. But the 
ſophiſtical arguments of ſome pretended rea- 

ſoners 
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ſoners perverted the former. Diſſatisfied! 
with myſelf, when left to my own reflec 
tions, I applied to you for advice, yet with- 
out the defire of recovering the path from 
which I had deviated. Happy, if I had been 
fortified with your precepts, before I had 
heard the voice of deluſion ! But ſince I can't 
recal, I will endeavour to attone for the paſt; 
I find I have loſt no valuable friend, by re- 
ſuming .that moderation my gay aſſociates 
contemned, My ſuperiors like me the bet- 
ter, for not attempting to vie with them in 
expence and magnificence, My equals are 
pleaſed becauſe I receive them without cere- 
mony, and my inferriors becauſe I treat 
them with affability. I conform again to 
the income your goodneſs allows me, and 
diſclaim the taſte of thoſe who profeſs ele- 
gance and Epicuriſm, I reſtrain my natu- 
ral gaiety, till I am ſufficiently eſtabliſhed 
to indulge it with propriety, 


I have 
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have to implore my ſiſter's pardon, for 
the manner in which I mentioned the miſ- 
take in her conduct. I had no right to cen- 
ſure a leſs culpable action, while I indulged 
capital errors. But perhaps your prudence 
concealed my fault. If ſhe knows it, I beg 
you will be my advocate for her forgiveneſs. 

You may depend on my ſincerity in the 
choice of the ſacred order, and on the recti- 
tude of my intentions, 

| am, with the moſt lively ſenſe of your 
goodneſs, | 

Dear and honoured madam, 
Your dutiful, 
and gratefully affectionate ſon, 
FREDERICK VILLARS. 


LETTER XLVII. 
Mrs. VILLARS to Mr, ViLLARs, 
My pEAR Son, 
E Ban happineſs of a parent depends on 
the conduct of her children, Judge 
then of mine on the peruſal of your letter, 
Your 
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Your ſiſter completes my felicity. She is 
diſengaged from a raſh promiſe by the in- 
conſtancy of her lover, and I have reaſon to 
believe the will make no future choice with. 
out my approbation. She knows nothing of 
your tranſient unkindneſs, I hope you and 
ſhe will always remember, that both have an 
equal ſhare in my affection; and that if it 
ever be poſſible for me to love one more than 
the other, the child who preſerves fraternal 


tenderneſs, will be entitled to the firſt place 


in my heart, | 
Perſevere, my dear ſon, in the laudable 


method of which you already experience 


the happy conſequence, Reſume that gaiety, 
which, under proper reſtrictions, has always 
rendered you agreeable, The beſt preſerva- 
tive of chearfulneſs is a ſteady adherence to 
the duties of life, As you have been betray- 
ed into irregularities, you may have con- 
tracted debts you are unable to diſcharge. 


The power of removing any cauſe of unea- 


ſineſfs 
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fineſs always contributes to my happineſs, 
] encloſe an 1001, bank note, and intreat 
you will tell me ingenuouſly, if this be not 
{uficient, 

{ ſhall ſet out next week for London with 
your grandmother, and ſhall bring your ſiſ- 
ter back with me, Direct for me at Lady 
Egerton'ss You know, my dear, I always 
{cel a real delight in receiving your letters: 
A delight, that equals the tender affection 
which will ever actuate the conduct of 

| Your happy mother, 
| SOPHIA VILLARS. 


LETTER XLVII. 
Lady EGERTON to Mrs. GRIFFIN. 


WEE my dear Mrs. Griffin, I am 
once more happy in Mrs. Villars's 
company; my laſt informed you I expected 
her ; ſhe has been in town ten days, Miſs 
Villars received her affectionate parent with 
looks of confuſion, and ſhed tears as ſhe em- 
braced 


14 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 


braced Mrs, Villars. The moſt amiable of 
women exerted an uncommon degree of 
chearfulneſs to diſſipate the gloom that hung 
on her daughter's brow. Miſs Villars, en- 
couraged by ſuch goodneſs, was enlivened 
to a gaiety I did not think her capable of. 
Every day ſeems to bring with itan increaſe 
of ſerenity, and I believe her heart is entirely 
freed from its late prepoſeſſion. We have 
been at two private aſſemblies; and to Green- 
wich, Hampſtead, &c. I have endeavoured to 
perſuade Mrs. Villars to conſent to her 
daughter's continuance in London ſome time 
longer; and I'll give you the reaſon that in- 
duced me to make the propoſal, Mr. Ray- 


-mond, the only child of Sir Francis Raymond 
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of Dorſetſhire, a man of immenſe fortune, 
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has ſeen my lovely charge, and affiduouſly 

attended her. He was at both the aſſem- 

blies, and the partner of Miſs Villars. 
His perſon is very agreeable, he is polite, 

and appears poſſeſſed of a good underſtand- 
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ing. I rallied Mifs Villars on her conqueſt, 
Her heart I believe is not intereſted in his 
favour, but a little female vanity made her 


feel pleaſure in attracting the obſervation of 


a man of Mr. Raymond's importance. 

The morning after the Jaſt aſſembly, 
when the young lady was retired, I entreat- 
ed Mrs. Villars would permit her Flavia to 


ſtay in town, that ſhe might ſecure the af- 


_ ſections of Mr. Raymond, who could raiſe 


ler to a ſituation which would properly diſ- 
play her merit, My friend's anſwer was ſo 
unexpected, and ſo remarkable, that I muſt 
impart it, 

You are very kind, my dear lady Egerton, 
faid ſhe, in your intentions to promote the 
intereſt of my child. This is an additional 
proof of your love for my family. But be 
not offended if I diſſent from your opinion, 
and cannot approve her ſtay in town. Vou 
are no ſtranger to the diſpoſition of Sir 
Francis Raymond. Yon have heard that 
he 
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he expects his ſon ſhould marty ſome wo- 
man of quality, or one who has a very large 
fortune. Can your ladyſhip imagine then, 
that he will overlook-our deficiencies in both 
his requiſites? You will ſay, perhaps, the 
young people may wait the father's death, or 
that when Sir Francis finds his ſon's happi- 
neſs depends on his conſent, he will not re- 
fuſe it. But I will not involve my child 
in a paſſion which would again endanger her 
peace, and even prompt her to with the death 
of the only obſtacle to her happineſs ; and l 
cannot encourage a clandeſtine addrefs, which 
would render us unworthy of an alliance 
with perſons of merit, Flavia has a natural 
ſoftneſs of diſpoliticn, which renders her 
liable to tender attachments, and to fancy 
merit where it does not really exiſt; but! 
hope her late ſufferings and obſervation will 
aſſiſt her prudence, and preſerve her heart, 
till the can reſign it with her eſteem, I am 

| TER 
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ignorant of Mr. Raymond's real character. 
He has the forms of politeneſs, but he may be 
very deficient in the eſſentials to happineſs. Bred 
up under reſtraint; his natural diſpoſition 
is ſcarcely diſcoverable. The advantages of 
rank and fortune are indeed deſirable, as 


child's example, and increaſe her power of 
communicating happineſs; but I would 
likewiſe wiſh her huſband to be truly amia- 
ble. Mr. Stamford has ſome acquaintance 
with Mr. Raymond, and I wiſh he could 
caſually inform the latter of my daughter's 
rea] ſituation. If the young gentleman makes 


ny propoſal to my daughter, or to me, we 


inal] give him a determinate anſwer. My 
7{avia will not trifle with his affection. 

You find, madam, I take the liberty of 
uſcloſing my ſentiments, though they are 


contrary to yours, I am truly grateful for the 
notive that influenced you. 


Vol. II. C I ͤbluſhed 


they may diffuſe the prevalence of my 
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I bluſhed at my want of judgement, but 
readily own'd my friend's ſuperiority. How 
{ball I ſubmit to a ſeparation ? But ſhe has 
fixed an early day, and I muſt not attempt to 
alter her reſolution, The ſweet Flavia too! 
I muſt loſe her. But I lament her departure. 
leſs than her dear mother's, I might be diſ- 
treſt to know how to act, was Mr. Raymond, 
to addrefs her; I therefore reſign her to the 
guidance of wiſdom, 

Mrs. Villars paſſes my door, I attend. 
you, my valuable friend, as ſoon as I have 
ſubſcrib'd myſelf dear Mrs, Griffin's 

Ever affectionate 
E. EGERTON.. 
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LET TE RMNEE 
Mr. SPENCER to Mrs, VILLARS. - 


AM inexpreſſibly concerned, madam, 
that my duty can't be 'fulfitled without 
giving you pain. My- pupMl's regular beha- 
viour ſince therreceipt of your letters afford- 
ed me real joy, and I had no ſuſpicion that 
he had involved himſelf in any criminal en- 
gagement. Yeſterday I obſerved him in ear- | 
neſt converſation with a young lady in- 
Magdalen walks. 1 had never before ſeen | 
him attentive-to the fair ſex; but the ſpark- | 
ling glances he caſt on this lady, convinced | 
me he loved her, I avoided meeting them, | 
that I might continue my remarks. All Mr. 
Villars's thoughts centered in his compa- 


mon, to whom I was an entire ſtranger. 
Her looks inſpired me with admiration, and - 
even tenderneſs. They were expreſſive of a. 
ſaft melancholy, 

C2 As 
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As I ſtood gazing on them, another tutor 
of our college ſlapt me on the ſhoulder, 
What deep problem are you ſolving ? ſaid 
he, or are you admiring the magnetic power 
of beauty upon your young pupil? This is 
not your firſt obſervation of the affair, 
Why, man, to my certain knowledge, Vil- 
lars keeps this girl, and meets her very of- 
ten at a friend's houſe, 

The information ſhocked me. How can 
you, ſaid I, ſpeak fo lightly of this affair! 
On this young man's proper conduct de- 
pends the happineſs of a worthy family. 
He has a mother, the moſt virtuous and 
prudent of her ſex.— Pho! replied he, pee- 
viſhly, I am forced to overlook many wild- 
neſſes in my pupils; this is a folly that will 
cure itſelf.ä— He then turned away. Mr, 
Villars and the lady had left the walks, and 
J returned to college. I did not ſee him till 
the afternoon, when I abrubtly aſked him, 
who was the lady he was walking with ? Bis 

con- 
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confuſion was evident, and he made no an- 
fwer, Again I requeſted to know the foun- 
dation of their acquaintance, and hinted my 
f-ars, He was ſtil] ſilent. You muſt pardon 
me, fir, added I, if I ſuſpect an improper 
connection, and if I impart my ſuſpicions 
to Mrs, Villars, unleſs you remove them, 
by making me your confidant, After repeat- 
ed ſolicitations for his reply, You muſt do 
as you pleaſe, fir, ſaid he, I have nothing to 
impart, He then haſtily quitted the, room. 

I leave it to your prudence, madam, to 
.nterrogate your ſon, He loves you tenderly, 
and has even appeared delighted with a ra- 
tonal ſcheme of life, 

| intereſt myſelf in his and your happi- 
neſs; and am, madam, 

| Your obedient and faithful 
humble ſervant, 


H. SPENCER, 
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OT THEE -L 
Mrs. VILLARS to Mr, VIILARS. 


OU will expect a letter from me, my 
dear ſon, after Mr, Spencer's informa- 
tion. You probably fear my. reproaches, but 
you have only excited my pity, and occaſion- 
ed my tears. Muſt I addreſs my child as the 
corrupter of innocence? Muſt I accuſe my 
ſon of being the cauſe of a family's miſery? 
Where is the animating principle of chriſ- 
tian benevolence ? I muſt become the advo- 
cate of an unknown ſufferer, and intreat 
you by every plea religion can urge, to make 
all the reparation in your power for the in- 


jury. Have you deluded her by your vows? 
Honour requires you to fulfil them, If ſhe 
made the ſacrifice of virtue without any 
promiſes from you, yet you ſhared-the crime, 
inſtead of being her ſupport in weakneſs, 
But you muſt have contributed to heighten 


her paſſion, or ſhe could not ſurely have 
been 
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been guilty of ſuch a deviation, If then you 
can reſolve, in the character of the huſband, 
to attone for the error of the ſeducer, do not 
delay an act of juſtice, Reſtore peace to an 
unhappy family, and with the partner of 
your guilt, endeavour to reconcile yourſelf 
to an offended God. 

If the young perſon is unworthy of being 
your wife, (alas! why did you then con- 
ſpire againſt her return to virtue) do not in- 
eteaſe your mutual crime by another inter- 
view. If her circumſtances be a ſnare to her, 
I will enable you to. ſettle ſomething to- 
wards her future ſubſiſtence, How many 
young creatures has want betrayed into in- 
diſcretion ! | 

Your fatisfaction in the performance of 
the duties J recommended, appeared to me 
a ſecurity for the rectitude of your future 
conduct. My diſappointment affects me 
more than I can expreſs. Oh! 'my child, | 
may a juſt conviction of your error awaken 

C4 remorſe, 
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remorſe, and your penitence produce a ſteady 
perſeverance | 

You refuſed. to gratify Mr. Spencer's 
friendly curioſity ; but you. mu? comply 
with the intreaties of a tender parent, who, 
till ſhe is aſſured of your ſincere repentance, 


muſt remain, 
Your unhappy, yet 


affectionate mother, 


| SOPHIA VILLARS. 
P. 8. Your ſiſter, who is ignorant of the 
ſubje& of my letter, ſends her love. 


LETTER LI. 


Mr. VILLARS to Mrs, VILLARS. 
HILE I feel a tender concern for 
being the occaſion of my dear mo- 
ther's uneaſineſs, it gives me a delightful 


emotion to reflect, that I can truly aſſure 


her, the young lady's honour is unviolated. 
You ſhall be the confidant, dear madam, 


of my ſecrets, I have a long ſtory to tell, 
and 


ä 
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and ſuch is my inquietude at preſent, I know 
not how to tell it. 

[tis above half a year ſince I met, on a 
viſit, a yourg lady, who charmed me by 
her beauty and accompliſhments, I improv- 
ed the acquaintance, A coquettiſh turn in 
Miſs Rochford, (that is her name) en- 
courazed my addreſs ; till, being aſſured the 1 
conqueſt was compleated, ſhe treated me with 
diſdain, Miſs Leiceſter (a young lady who 
viſited Miſs Rochford) I could obſerve, diſ- 
approved of my fair one's conduct. She 
even remonſtrated on the injuſtice, and un- 
certainty of her behaviour, The hints dropt 
by the little coquette, who deſpiſed the re- 
proof, convinced me of Miſs Leiceſter's in- 
tended good offices, but I ſuffered" for her 
interpoſition. The inexorable beauty tris. 
um phed in her power of giving pain, and for 
ſome weeks I ſupported her indignities. 4 

One evening I met her at a private x 
ball ; I aſked the fayour of her hand, but 

ſhe - 


* 
** 
. 
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The refuſed it, No, ſhe had ſprained her an- 
cle, and could not dance. Miſs Leiceſter was 
preſent. The haughty looks of my tyrant 
awakened my reſentment. 1 begged Mis 
Leiceſter would accept me for a partner, She 
ſeemed ſurprized, but with an air of ſweet 
complacency mixed with the dancers. Mifs 
Rochford coloured from vexation, yet drew 
up her head, and tried to aſſume a ſtately 
indifference. An officer ſoon after aſking her 
to dance, ſhe complied without heſitation. 
Her behaviour was ſo ridiculouſly affected, 
that T was diſguſted ; and contemned, what 
before I had almoſt idolized. I compared my 
amiable partner with this capricious beauty, 
and the merit of the former was heightened 
by -the contraſt, Her features ſcarce leſs 
regularly charming, were animated by ſuch 
an expreſſive glow of delicate ſenſibility, as 
gained univerſal affection, and inſpired 
with the ſofteſt regard every diſengaged 


heart, Even the paſfionate lover of Miſs 
Rochford 


* . 


"THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 27 


Rochford had felt a fraternal tenderneſs for. 
"Miſs Leiceſter, This evening releaſed me 
from my firſt chains, to rivet me in gentler, 


yet indiſfoluble fetters, 

Miſs Leiceſter, who ſaw the affectation of 
the haughty fair, and imagined I ſuffered 
from it, aſked me, in a tone of ſweetneſs, 
if it was in her power to replace me in fa- 
-your, I could not help telling her, it was 
in her power to make me happy, but that I 
diſdained a favour from Miſs Rochford. She 
bluſhed, caſt down her eyes, and was ſilent. 
Iwould not attempt any further explanation 
that night, leſt ſhe ſhould conſider it only as 
an effect of diſappointed love. Miſs Leiceſter. 
left the company early, and Miſs Rochford, 
fearful I ſuppoſe, from my inattention, that 
ſhe ſhould loſe her captive, played off all her 
attractions. I will confeſs, that for ſome 
moments my heart revolted on the appear- 
ance of kindneſs. She obſerved it, and be- 
lieving I was too much her flave to eſcape 
her 
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her wiles, thought there would be more glo« 
ry in ſecuring a new conqueſt, than in ex- 
erting her power over the vanquiſhed, One 
' ſigh eſcaped me: I wiſhed ſhe was poſſeſſed 
of Miſs Leiceſter's diſpoſition ; but the idea 
of that lovely perſon and angelic mind, con- 
firmed my better reſolutions. I retired to 
my room and revolved the behaviour of Miſs 
Rochford, her haughtineſs, artifice, and in- 
ſenſibility. The charming Iſabella's perfec- 
tions then aroſe to my delightful remem- 
brance, and my heart joyfully confeſſed her 

ſuperiority. | 
I waited on Miſs Leiceſter the next morn- 
ing. She received me with unaffected diffi- 
dence, Afraid of being interrupted, I ſoon 
imparted my love, the reaſon of my change, 
and the eſteem on which my preſent paſſion 
was founded. She heard me with pleas'd at- 
tention, I enjoyed the ſoft confuſion. It 
was ſome time before ſhe -ſpoke, At laſt, 
= l Your 
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Vour good opinion, ſir, ſaid ſhe, is very 
grateful to a perſon who always had an high 
eſteem for your merit; but, Mr. Villars, 
pardon me, if I entertain a doubt of the 
real alteration in your heart, Miſs Rochfort 
has excited your reſentment, and you 
think your love extinguiſhed, The conſe- 
quence of your miſtake may be the deſtruc-. 
tion of your peace, if I accept the vows you 
ofer, Let me then, fir, be an interceſlor 
with Miſs Rochford, to reſtore you to fa- 
vour; or, if ſhe has injured you, permit me 
to uſe my endeavours to convince her of her 
fault. J aſſure you, it will give me pleaſure | 
to contribute to her and your happineſs, 
and I really believe (however love of ad- 
miration may have betrayed her into inad- 
vertencies) that Miſs Rochford will con- 
demn, and correct her foibles, if ſhe become 
a wife to a man of your real merit. 
Amiable creature ! exclaimed I, how ſu- 
perior are you to that giddy fair one! Be aſ- 
| ſured 
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ſured the change in my ſentiments is the re. 
ſult of mature conſideration, and I am more 
confirmed in my choice by every word you 
utter. 

Miſs Leiceſter then deſired that, to ſecure 
the happinefs of both, ſhe might make ſome 
trial of my perſeverence. She requeſted, that 
I would not viſit at the houſe, nor expect 
any encouragement from her, till ſhe could 
depend on the ſincerity and conſtancy of 
my affection. I promiſed compliance, but 
begg'd ſhe would ſometimes permit me to ſee 
her at a friend's houſe whom I named, where 
I would only behave as a common acquaint- 
ance. I alſo intreated, I might be allowed to 
ſpeak.to her when we met in the walks, and 
that I might then, if unobſerved, breathe 
forth my vows. She bluſh'd conſent, Every 
interview has increaſed my love and eſteem, 

Miſs Rochford, to whom I paid a fare- 
wel viſit, and advis'd a different conduct 


to future admirers, after unſucceſsfully ex- 
| erting 
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erting all her arts to recal me, endeavoured 
to find out her rival. One day laſt week, 
ſhe met Miſs Leiceſter at the lady's J have 
mentioned, and ſoon after they. were ſeated, I 
enter'd the room with an acquaintance of the 
family, Miſs Leiceſter bluſhed, and the 
watchful Miſs Rochford inſtantly ſuſpected 
the truth, I ſaw ſhe did. Her eyes ſparkled 
with anger. She would. not deign to caſt a 
look at me, and behaved with ſuch ſtudied 
rudeneſs to Miſs Leiceſter, that I could not 
help expreſſing my reſentment by a ſarcaſm 
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on coquetry, affectation, and. ill- nature. 
She was irritated, and darted at me a diſdain- 
ful glance. She ſoon after took leave, and as. 
ſhe paſſed, whifper'd me, loud enough to be 
heard by Miſs Leiceſter, that ſhe would die 
to be revenged. My amiable Iſabella, as ſhe 
went down ſtairs, hinted ber fears of Miſs 
Rochford's implacability. I calmed her un- 
calineſs, but found my own almoſt inſup- 
portable. 
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portable, A day or two after, a gay compa- 


nion congratulated me upon the happineſs of 
poſſeſſing ſuch a women as Miſs Leiceſter, 
I was ſo ſhocked and confounded , It was 
ſome time before I could aſk him, who could 
be che inventor of ſuch a falſehood, He pre- 
varicated a While; but on my inſiſting that 
he ſhould tell me his informer, or he would 
incur my ſuſpicions of having forged the 
| ſtory, he confeſied it came originally from 
Miſs Rochford, who aflerted it with. the 
ſtrongeſt afleverations, I aſſured him the 


malice of an incenſed coquette had formed 
and ſpread this tale. I own'd I loved 
Miſs Leiceſter, but that ſhe was the moſt 
perfect pattern of innocence. and purity, 
and had not even given me an aſſurance of the 
regard [ ſolicited, My fellow ſtudent promiſed 
he would endeavour to refute the flander, 

I happen'd to meet Miſs Leiceſter that 
morning in Magdalen walks, A fettied 
melancholy ſat upon her ſweet features. I 

aſked: 
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:ſked the reaſon, but ſhe could not tell me. 
Her voice faultered when ſhe attempted te 
ſpeak, I gueſſed ſhe had heard the vile inſi- 
nuation, and gently mention'd it, Her con- 
fuſion increas'd, but ſhe expreſs'd no ſurprize. 
She own'd this was the cauſe of her uneaſi- 
neſs. I begg'd ſhe would no longer harbour 
any doubts of my ſincere attachment, and 
wiſhed ſhe was of age, that we might that 
moment plight our hearts and hands before 
the altar, 

What! Sir, ſaid ſhe, with a look of deli- 
cate concern, would you then have me con- 
firm the unfavourable opinion Miſs Roch- 
ford has inſpir'd the town with by an haſty 
and a private marriage? and without the ap- 
probation of our friends? No, Mr. Villars, 
conſult your mother and my father, If they 
conſent, my heart is firmly your's, and, in 
proper time, my perſon {hall be ſo too: if they 
diſapprove, we muſt never meet again | 
Vor. II, D | Here 
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Here her fortitude failed. Her tears flow. 
ed abundantly. I ſeized her hand ; Oh! my 
Iſabella, faid I, may I attribute theſe tears to 
ſome tenderneſs for me? I can no longer 
conceal it, anſwered ſhe. You are dear to 
me: But no more on this ſubject, till we re. 
ceive a proper ſanction, Farewell! 

She then put her handkerchief to her eyes, 
and waved her hand, as ſhe turned from me. 
My ſout was ſo agitated with love and re- 
ſentment, that 1 ſcarcely knew which 1 
ſhould firſt indulge; but the former prevail- 
ed. I went to Mr. Leiceſter's early in the 
afternoon, and enquired for him; but was 
told he had left Oxford that morning with 
his daughter, and the ſervant was ignorant 
where he was gone. I aſked at the poſt-houſe, 
and heard he had taken a chaiſe to Wood- 
ſtock, I ran back to college, to equip my- 
ſelf for a journey. Mr, Spencer then ſent 
for me. I could not make him my confi- 


dant, left he ſhould prevent my intended pur- 
| ſuit, 
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ſzit, The moment I eſcaped, I mounted a 
poſt-horſe and almoſt flew to Woodſtock,” I 
could hear nothing of the chaiſe, I return'd 
to Oxford, -but it was not come back. 1 ſet 
out again the next morning, and came, back 
unſucceſsfu], I went to the poſt- maſter, who 
told me Mr. Leiceſter went to nn 
where he hired another chaiſe, and immedi- 
ately ſer off again, after giving the Oxford 
poſt-boy a bribe to ſtay out all night, and 
not to return till the next night. I was now 
quite at a loſs, and my fpirits were too much 
diſcompoſed to write to you, I went to the 
houſe of Miſs Rochford to demand ſome in- 
formation of t he conſequences of her diabo- 
lical influence, but ſhe denied herſelf. Your 
letter was brought to me on my return, A 
gleam of joy darted thro? my ſoul, on the 
conſciouſneſs that J was not the villain I 
have been repreſented. I fat down imme- 
diately to anſwer it; but now all my anxiety 
returns, What can I do? How ſhall I re- 
Dna: corer 
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cover my lovely Iſabella and vindicate her 
fame ? 41 | 
058+ 

Oh! madam, I have received a letter from 
the dear creature ! Mr. Leiceſter's ſervant 
brought it. I knew her again, and haſtily 
alked from whence it came, She told me 
the outſide cover was directed to her, and 
that it was Mrs. Griffin's hand, Miſs Lei- 
ceſter's aunt, I diſmiſſed the girl with a 
handſome preſent, and eagerly opened the 
letter. Theſe were the contents, 


SIR, 
| ls is impoſſible to expreſs what I have ff. | 


fered ſince I was ſo precipitately forc'd 
from Oxford, and it has not been my leaſt 
motive of uneaſineſs that you have ſhared in 
it, Miſs Rochford has been the cauſe of 
this haſty procedure. My aunt Griffin, whom 
you have often heard me mention, and who 


had been with us about a week before we 
left 
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leſt Oxford, melted by my complaints and 
intreaties, has at laſt informed me, that it 
was Miſs Rochford who infuſed into my fa- 
ther's mind the poiſon of ſuſpicion. And by 
ſuch a tale! Good God! how is it poſſible 
that human nature can be ſo depraved, and 
that a female breaſt ſhould harbour ſuch de- 
ſtructive paſſions | 
My father's anger was excited almoſt to 
madneſs. He informed my aunt of the ſhock- 
ing tory, and concerted with her the means 
of an immediate ſeparation. In conſequence 
of their ſcheme, as ſoon as I returned from 
you, I was hurried into a poſt-chaiſe with 
my father and aunt, and ignorant of their 
deſign, had nothing left but compliance, 
My father's countenance yore the traces of 
his diſcompoſure and reſentment, and even 
my aunt ſpoke to me with harſhneſs. Shock- 
ed at this reception, I begg'd to know the rea- 
lon, but could obtain no other anſwer than, 
Dy Infamous 
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Infamous girl !—Vile ſeducer ll ſuſpect- 
ed his meaning, yet could not believe Miſs 
Rochford capable of ſuch wickedneſs, T at- 
tempted to juſtify myſelf, but was enjoined 
ſilence in a tone that made me tremble. I had 
heard my father mention Woodſtock, but 
when we were about a mile from Oxford, he 
gave orders for a contrary road, and ſatisfied 
all the poſt-boy's objection.— We are now. 
in London, at the houſe of a relation of my 
late uncle; but my father's deſign I under- 
ſtand is to fix his reſidence in town. 

O! Sir, he thinks my virtue and reputz- 
tion loſt, and that I ſhould become the prey 
of ſome other deluder, if I was to return to 
Oxford! How ſhall I reinſtate myſelf in his 
favour ? I have thrown myſelf at his feet, 
but in vain. Even my aunt has not yet been 
a ſucceſsful advocate, but the does not de- 
ſpair ; I have ſhewed her thoſe copies of your 


mother's letters, and the poetry, you gave me 
leave 
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[cave to take, with which ſhe is charmed, 
particularly with that letter which affected 
your converſion, To Mrs. Villars's charac- 
ter I found the was no ſtranger, having had 
for many years a correfpondence with Lady 
Egerton, who it ſeems is an intimate friend 
of your mother's, Your anſwer to that letter 
l imparted, and ſaw ſhe was pleaſed with it. 
She has got all of them for my father's peru- 
ſal, when ſhe can find a proper opportunity 
of diſclofing them. She thinks you ought to 
take ſome method of convincing him of your 
honourable intentions. My confidence in- 
the ſincerity of your affection induces me to 
be perfectly ingenuous. Indeed this ſituation. 
requires from you an explicit confeſſion. 

My kind aunt will direct and incloſe this- 
letter to our ſervant at Oxford. I thank hea- 
ven my innocence is unſtained, and'your ho- 

Nour inviolate. Delightful reflection! Yet 
we have been blameable in concealing our 
regard from thoſe to whom an unreſerved ex - 

D 4. planation- 
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planation was due. But I own I fear'd your 
inconſtancy, and wiſhed to be convinced of 
your faithful attachment, I have ſeverely 
ſuffered for the trial. If you feel for me the 
love you have profeſſed ; if ſentiments of ge- 
neroſity ftill animate your ſoul; and if you 
ſympathize in the diſtreſs you have occaſion- 
ed, you will not delay removing the uneafi- 
neſs which now oppreſſes the heart of 


Your ſincerely faithful friend, 
ISABELLA LEICESTER, 


Pray direct to my aunt, at Mr, R—-s, 
Hatton-Garden. 


4 Her heart is oppreſſed: Deareſt ex- 
cellence! If I feel for her the love pro- 
felled.” Can ſhe doubt it? “ have occa- 
e ſioned her uneaſineſs. Dreadful reflection 
1, who would lay down my life to promote 
her tranquillity! What means ſhall I pur- 
ſue? Oh] madam, was you with me, your 
wiſdom would direct me; now I have no 
adyiſer ! 

Hark — 
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Hark !—Some impertinent is knocking at 


my door. | 
> ® = R 0 


Orc more madam, I have a proſpect of 
happineſs. Mr. Spencer will be my advo- 
cate, 1 might have aſked his advice ; but his: 
goodneſs is greater than I could expect. He 
came to tell me, he ſets out this morn» 
ing for London, to reſign his noble charge 
Lord M to his father, He expects to 
be in town to-morrow noon. I inſtantly 
formed a ſcheme, I gave him a detail of all 
have related, and added an earneſt requeſt, 


that he would plead for me with all the ener- 
gy of a lover. I told him I was certain of 
your gratitude for his kind offices. He has 
undertaken my defence. He is acquainted 
with Mr, Leiceſter, and even eſteemed by 
him. He promiſed to exert all his eloquence, 
to remove the prejudices of his friend ; and 
aſſured me he would impart the reſult of his 
interceſſion the very earlieſt moment, I had 

only 
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only time to ſeribble a few lines to my belo- 
ved, to renew my vows of conſtancy ; to ex- 
preſs my agonies at her ſufferings, and my 
hopes of an happy event. 
Mr, Leiceſter poſſeſſes eaſy PEO 
which were chiefly acquired in the diſcharge 
of his profeſſion, having been. an eminent 


ſurgeon, but reſigned buſineſs a few years 
ſince on account of ill health. The extrava- 
gance of a ſon, who is lately dead, involved 
his family in ſome difficulties, from which 
he is now extricated by his prudence, Mrs, 
Leiceſter. died about a year ſince, and Miſs 
Leiceſter has been almoſt. a recluſe from 
that time, ; 

Iwill conclude, and ſend away this letter 
to relieve the anxiety you feel, till convinced 
of my innocence, I ſhall eagerly expect your 


forgiveneſs, and hope for your approbation, 
to complete my happineſs. 
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I am, deareſt and ever honoured madam, 
Your dutiful ſon, 
and grateful humble ſervant, 


FREDERICK VILLARS. 


ED 
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LETTER LIL 
Mrs, VIILARS to Mr. ViLLars. 


HANES to-heaven my ſon is innocent 

of the crime of which he was ſuſpect- 

ed! I have only to accuſe his want of con- 

fidence, Why, my dear child, did you not 
permit your fond mother to- realize your 
hopes and diſſipate your fears? She has felt 

all the ſolicitudes of tenderneſs, and all. the 
delights of a ſentimental paſſion; a paſſion 

confirmed by the conjugal tye, and which 

flouriſhed even in. the decline of youth; and 
bloom, A parent, whoſe ſtudy it has ever been 
to promote the happineſs of her children, 

might reaſonably expect to be conſulted in 

an engagement of ſo ſolemn a nature as that 
of marriage; but Miſs Leiceſter's fears of 
your inconſtancy, whilſt they afford. an 
excuſe for her concealment of your pro- 
feſſions, render your reſerve leſs blameahle. 
Had I been intruſted with your ſecret, I 
ſhould 


„ 
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ſhould have adviſed you to evince your ſin- 
cerity, by conſulting the preſervation of 
Miſs Leiceſter's peace, which muſt ſuffer by 
a clandeſtine acquaintance. Your conduct 
then would have been as meritorious, as the 
object of your love is deſerving, You would 
have convinced her of the purity, diſintereſt- 
edneſs and conſtancy of your attachment, and 
even Mr. Leiceſter muſt have acknowledged 
that you deſerved his daughter. But whilft 1 
expatiate on the ſuggeſtions of duty, am 
not inſe nſible to pleas of love. I pity you 
and the amiable Mifs Leiceſter, and will do 
every thing in my power to n gry 
happineſs. 

How eruel is it to ſolicit the poſſeſſion of 
an heart, and yet to inſinuate doubts, which 
ought to be removed, before ſuch a ſolicita- 
tion can be urged with propriety ! If the ſu- 
periority of fortune is on the man's ſide, and 

may be an U to his happineſs from the 
| diſappro- 


Fer his vows till he is certain he ſhall be 
permitted to fulfil them, I hope, wy dear, 


Leiceſter, that I can refuſe compliance with 
any propoſal that ſeems likely to contribute 
to your happineſs, If I had ever obſerved in 
you any particular propenſity, with which 
your preſent views in life would be incon- 
ſiſtent, I ſhould think it my duty to remon- 
ſtrate, but never to compel. It is your part 
to determine. But I know no inclination in 


tenderneſs, of which few of your ſex are Ca- 


bella will be one of the happieſt of women. 
| have no more to wiſh for in this life than 
to ſee you and my Flavia bleſſing, and ma- 
' king 
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diſapprobation of parents, it is an inſult to 


you have never excited apprehenſions in Miſs 


you which is not laudable. You are formed 
to enjoy the higheſt conjugal felicity, You - 
poſſeſs that delicate ſenſibility, and refined 


pable, and which rendered your father truly : 
amiable. May you, in every particular, re- 
ſemble that excellent original, and your Iſa- 
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king bleſt, two worthy partners of your 
hearts, Write to me, my dear ſon, as ſoon 
as you can convey any further information; 
and be aſſured, that only your own impati- 
ence can exceed that of 
Your ever affectionate mother, 
SOPHIA VILLARS. 


Te LI. 
Mr. VIILARS to Mrs. VILLAR«S. 


Deareſt and ever honour'd Map am. 
Thurſday. 

H AV E you not accuſed me of ingra- 
titude, when after having received ſo 
many favours, I appeared deficient in return- 
ing my due acknowledgments ? But you will 
acquit me when you know the reaſon of my 
filence, In the utmoſt eagerneſs of expecta- 
tion did I paſs the third day after Mr. Spen- 
cer's departure, My imagination carried 
| him 
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him on the evening of the ſecond to Mr, 
Leiceſter, when I hoped he would obtain his 
friendly purpoſe. That night I expected he 
would write, but I was diſappointed. The 
fourth day is paſt. | 


© Another and another has ſacceeded, 
„And each new day more dreadful than the 
« former!“ 


am almoſt diſtracted with fears, and de- 


termine to follow my tutor to-morrow. 
2 3 „ „% „ 


Friday morning. I have ſent to the office 
to know my fate. — Ha] a letter for Mr. Vil- 
lars ! It is the long- expected epiſtle, Vet my 
impatience is ſuſpended by my apprehenſions. 
I have held the letter ſome moments unopen- 
ed. My heart throbs, and I feel an univerſal 
tremor, 

SF: # 6 VG; SV 
My ſpirits are revived. I broke the ſeal 
haſtily, and on a ſecond peruſal I think I 
can perfectly diſtinguiſh theſe lines, 


DzaR if 
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Dear SIR, 

I doubt I have occaſioned you many anxi- 
ous fears, and can aſſure you] have ſuffered 
on your account; but my recital will recom- 
pence your uneaſineſs. | went to the houſe 
you directed me to, the day after my arrival, 

Mr, Leiceſter was not at home, being gone 
with his ſiſter and daughter into the country, 
and was expected to return the next day, L in- 
tended to wait on him then, but attending lord 
M#*#** to Hampton- court in the morning, 
with deſign of returning to dinner in town, 
his lordſhip was detained by an attack of a 
fit. The fifth day after I left you, we came 

back to London; but the earl having com- 
pany, intreated | would fit with his ſon in his 
6wn apartment, not thinking he was ſuffici- 
ently recovered to be able to mix in a noiſy 

companys Early the next morningl waited on 

Mr, Leiceſter, and found him at home; he 
expreſſed much pleaſure at ſeeing me, but 

there 
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there was a viſible melancholy impreſled up- 
on his countenance. When I opened my de- 
ſign, he ſhewed the utmoſt impatience and 
reſentment, but as I proceeded he grew more 
calm, and at laſt confeſſed he had injured his 
daughter and you. 

I have ſeen ſome letters, ſaid he, written 
by Mr, Villars's mother, which are excel- 
lent compoſitions. [ alſo read one of the 
young man's, which a libertine could hard- 


ly de capable of inditing. My ſuſpicions va- 


niſhed for a time, but returned again on 
conſidering, that men frequently aſſume a 
maſk even of religion to diſguiſe the worſt 
purpoſes, and that love has tempted many 
people to commit crimes they would have 


condemned in another, I own my anger was 
routed by your interpoſition; but your ma- 


nagement, or the goodneſs of your cauſe has 
overcome me, My dear child! J have been 


unjuſt to thee ! 1 ated imprudently in with- 


Uawing thee from Oxford upon mere con- 


Vol. II. 2 jecture, 
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jecture, and perhaps have hurt thy reputation 
more than that malicious girl has done, 
long to embrace my Iſabellà!— 
I ſtopt him till I had prepared the young 
lady, which I did by Mrs. Griffin's means. 
She bluſhed when J approacked her, and 
when I repeated. my ſucceſs, her eyes over- 
flowed. She lifted them to heaven in ſpeech- 
leſs gratitude. As ſoon as ſhe was ſomewhat 
compoſed ; Am I reſtored, ſaid ſhe, to my 
father's love? Have you vindicated my fame, 
my virtue? Oh! Mr. Spencer, my guardian 
angel! 
She then ruſned paſt me, and running in- 
to the dining-· room, threw herſelf at her fa- 
ther's feet, before I could overtake her. My 
father! my dear dear father | was all ſhe 
could ſay, The old gentleman was deeply 
affected. Tears trickled down his reverend 
face, he hung over her with looks of love. 
Never before did I ſee ſo moving a ſcene! 
Mrs. 
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Mrs, Griffin ſupported her lovely niece, who 
ſeemed almoſt fainting, 

Oh! my child, cried the tender parent, 
forgive my injuſtice !—Forgive you, fir! 
anſwered Miſs Leiceſter, Ah ! do not enter- 
tain the leaſt doubt of my love and venera- 
tion. To be reſtored to your affection, 
is joy inexpreſſible,—She was unable to 
add more, and a ſervant entering the room 
with a letter to her father, ſhe haſtily aroſe, 
and turned to the window, f 

Mr. Leiceſter took the letter, and as he 
read it, Amazing generolity ! ſaid he: Ami- 


able woman ! —excellent mother! Theſe ex- 
clamations excited Miſs Leiceſter's curioſity, 
or rather ſeemed intereſting to her heart ; ſhe 
cently ſtepped forwards, her eyes ſparkled 
through her tears, and her cheeks glowed 
with pleaſing hope. | 
Come, my Iſabella, ery'd the fond parent, 
come and ſhare the admiration and eſteem TI 
feel for the worthy mother of Mr. Villars. 
E 2 Her 
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Her ſon has now a genteel ſufficiency, and 
will have an hindſome income when he takes 
poſſeſſion of his living, Her generous propo- 
ſal, if I conſent to your marriage, is, that he 


and you ſhould live with her till Mr. Villars 
can be inducted into the living, But I will 


give you ſome of her own words, 

« My children have a right to every thing 
«© in my power to beſtow, and I cannot de- 
jay conferring it upon them, till ſome 
remote contingencies take place, when 
©« their merit and the tyes of blood have the 
* earlieſt claim to my regard; but as they are 
too good to wiſh I ſhould diſtreſs myſelf to 
cc jncreaſe their fortunes, ſo I muſt confeſs 
« | think it imprudent in any parent to in- 
« yolve herfelf in a ſtate of dependence on a 
child. I ſhall therefore reſerve what I deem 


«© ſufficient for my purpoſes in life, and ſhall 
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ce think it an addition to my happineſs to be a 
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ee culated for tbe enjoyment” of the high eſt 
temporal felicity. Your daughter, fir, may 
© depend on an equal ſhare of my fond at 
« tention, with her to whom nature has made 
* me the happy mother; and when an in- 
e creaſe of income and additional duties call 
e my children to a different place of reſidence, 
{© I ſhall ſtill have the ſatisfaction of being 
* near enough to be frequently a perſonal 
« ſharer in their happineſs. Mr. Spencer, fir, 
« has given you and Mrs, Griffin ſuch cha- 
« racers, as confirm my approbation of my 
* ſon's choice, and I doubt not, the utmoſt 
harmony will ſubſiſt between us, You and 
that lady muſt make my houſe your coun- 
« try retirement; as I ſhall always conſider 
* your family as part of my own. 

I think your opinion will concur with 
© mine, that it will be moſt prudent in my ſon 
eto defer marriage till after he has taken or- 
* ders. This will only occaſion a delay of a 
* few months, during which time (as he wil} 

E 3 « ſoon 
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e ſoon leave Oxford) he can frequently en- 
« joy the converſation of your amiable 
daughter. Many people are malicious, and 
© an haſty marriage might confirm unfavour- 
e able ſuſpicions; but in this and every other 
te reſpect, where the happineſs of my children 
© js the principal conſideration, I only adviſe.” 
What an adorable woman ! exclaimed 
Mr. Leiceſter, I haye no other objection. to 
this marriage than that it will exclude me 
from a nearer alliance to Mrs, Villars. But 
to be ſerious, I ſhall glory in being related to 
her, and in marrying my child to a perſon, 
who! hope inherits her virtues. My Iſabella 
will be happy in a mother, and I flatter my- 
ſelf in an huſband, You need not doubt it, 
added I; Mr, Villars is all that ſuch a pa- 
rent can deſire. But I will not pain your 
modeſty by repeating, what friendſhip and 
juice prompted me to ſay. 
Miſs Leiceſter, when her father aſked if 
ſhe could reſign her whole heart to you, 
bluſhing 
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am conſcious, fir, faid ſhe, that I have tranſ- 
greſſed my duty to you, and been guilty of 
a breach of prudence. Only pardon what has 
paſt, and you ſhall have no future cauſe to 
blame me. A fond embrace ſealed the for- 
giveneſs. Mrs. Griffin, though ſilent during 
the melting reconciliation, expreſſed her ſa- 
tisfaction by the tendereſt embraces, and by 
ym pathetic looks. 

A more chearful ſcene enſued; Mr, Lei- 
ceſter thanked me cordially, aſked if I was to 
inform you of what had paſſed, and rallied 
his daughter on the proſpect of ſeeing her lo- 
ver very ſoon.— I am delighted in having 
deen an inſtrument of your and this family's 
happineſs, Miſs Leiceſter is a moſt amiable 
young lady; I aſked Mr. Leiceſter, why he 
had immured her ſo cloſely, that I never ſaw 
her till by accident in Magdalen walks, He 
ingenuouſly told me, that ſince his wife's. 
death, he had ſeldom permitted his Ifabella- 
to: 
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to viſit or receive company, My acquaint» 
ance with him commenced ſince that time. 

When I aroſe to leave them, Mr. Leiceſ- 
ter repeated his thanks, His daughter bow- 
ed : I ſaw the ſtruggle between modeſty and- 
gratitude, and was convinced ſhe would have 
indulged the impulſes of the latter, if the 
conſideration of the lover had not rendered 
her fearful ſhe ſhould infringe the former. 
Both joined in requeſting my vilits, 

I took up my pen immediately on my re- 
turn, and truly ſhare the joy I ſhall excite, 
If I can be farther ſerviceable to you, depend 
on every good office in the power of, dear 
kr, 

Your faithful and affectionate 
H. SPENCER. 
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Lam ſo happy, madam, that I can't find 
expreſſions adequate to my meaning. What 
acknowledgements, what gratitude can 


equal my obligations to you? I acquieſce in 
your motives, I joyfully embrace your pro- 
poſal, and it ſhall be the ſtudy of my life to 
prove my juſt ſenſe of your goodneſs, Mr, 
Spencer's friendly mediation claims for hinv 
a large ſhare of my gratitude and eſteem, 

I fhall aſk leave to be abſent a few days, 
and ſet out to-morrow-morning for London. 
Oh! madam, when I think. of ſeeing my 
charmer, and of making her mine for ever, 
with the approbation of all our friends, my 
heart exults, and I can ſcarcely reſtrain my 
joy within the bounds of moderation ! 

I hope my ſiſter is acquainted with the 
{tate of my affairs. Be ſo good as to aſſure 
her, that no change of circumſtances can ef- 
fect any alteration in my affection for her; 
and I beg you will believe that I ſhall al- 


ways Cheriſh thoſe ſentiments of reverence, 
gratitude 


1 
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gratitude and love, with which I now ſub- 
icribe myſelf, | 
Dear and ever honoured madam, 

your dutiful ſon, 


and faithful humble ſervant, 
FREDERICE VILLARS. 


LETTER Lv. 


Mr. VIiLLARs to Mrs, VILLARs, 


HonourtD Ma DAM, 
HAVE ſeen the amiable creature, and 
my love is heightened by this laſt inter- 

view. Mr. Leiceſter and Mrs, Griffin, to 
ſum up their characters, are wort hy of being 
allied to you, and of being father and aunt 
to my lovely Iſabella. 1 can't give you the 
particulars of my ccnferrence with theſe re- 
Jations-eleCt ; I received pardon and appro- 
bation, and they conducted me to the dining 
room, where my charmer was fitting, igno- 
rant of my arrival, They left me at the 
| door, 
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door, which I gently opened. , Miſs Leiceſ- 
ter was reading, and did not raiſe her eyes on 
my entrance z but my impatience diſcovered 
me. I flew to her, and, ſnatching her hand, 
kiſſed it eagerly, 

Oh ! good God, cry'd ſhe, is it poſſible ? 
Mr. Villars !--I ſaw the ſurprize affected 
| her too much, and drawing achair near her's, 
gazed on her in ſilence, till ſhe was more 
compoſed, Never did I ſee her look ſo beau- 
tiful ! Her fine eyes ſhed a milder, tenderer 
radiance z an air of delicate ſenſibility took 
poſſeſſion: of each ſweet feature. 

Pardon me, deareſt Miſs Leiceſter, ſaid: 


[, that I dared to encourage an hope that my 


preſence was neceſſary to your happineſs, It 


is not vanity, but love, that makes me en- 
joy this ſweet confuſion. Ah! my Ifabella, 
what have I ſuffered ? But this meeting pays 
me for every pang. Have I felt leſs afflic- 
tion? (anſwered ſhe). in the ſweeteſt tone; 
cannot think it.ä— But what a delightful 
change! 


| 
| 
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change] reſumed I. Duty authorizes our 
love, and I have permiſſion to hope the 
time is not far diſtant, When ſhall have you 
mine, both by divine and human laws. Will 
you not ratify the extatic hope? 
I have never learnt, faid ſhe, bluſhing, to 
diſguiſe the ſentiments of my heart. Perhaps 
there was a time when my looks revealed 
too much, though my lips were ſilent; but 
it is not now inconſiſtent with prudence to 
avow my affection. Our interviews at Ox- 
ford were embittered by the conſcioufneſs of 
a breach of duty, Believe me, Mr. Villars, 
though I loved you then,. and the thought 
of loſing you raiſed in me an anxious and 
tender ſolicitude, yet I never loved you ſo well 
as now, when my choice is confirmed by the 
ſanction of duty. I find that without deſer- 
ving, it is impoſſible to be happy. 
I applauded her ſentiments with ſuch fer- 
vor, that her cheeks were overſpread with 


bluſhes. She has promiſed to be mine at the 
time 
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time you mentioned, Surely, ſaid ſhe, Mrs. 
Villars is the moſt excellent of women ? 
How delightful will it be to obſerve, and 
imitate her virtues, — And will it not be de- 
ightfu], replied I, to ſhare, and contribute to 
the happineſs of a-man, who loves you with 
the moſt ſincere and ardent affection? 

« Thro* youth and age, in love excelling, 

„We'll hand in hand together tread.” 

Her looks fweetly indicated the tenderneſs of 
her love. We paſſed two hours in bliſsful con- 
rerſation, and 1 might perhaps have treſpaſ- 
ſed longer on my friends indulgence, if Miſs 
Leiceſter had not hinted that we ought to ſeek 
her father and aunt, who might think them- 
lelves neglected; I acquieſced with rel uo- 
tance, and we all ſpent the reſt of the even- 
ing together. 

With what pleaſure, madam, ſhal! J in- 
troduce to you my Iſabella |——Mr, Lei- 
eſter has hired a ſmall, but neat houſe, in 
Red Lion Square, His ſiſter will continue 
with 
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with him ; for having no children, and be. 
ing lately left a widow, ſhe is defirous of 
living with her only brother, 

I ſhould have called on lady Egerton, but 
Mrs. Griffin tells me, ſhe went down into 
[Northamptonſhire before her own arrival in 
town; and that Mrs, Stamford will detain 
her mother till ſhe has an addition to her fa- 
mily and recovers her health, 

I ſhall leave town again on Tueſday, as 
I intend to make frequent excurſions, I am, 
ever honoured madam, 

Your dutiful and gratefully happy ſon, 
FREDERICK VILLAR». 
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Mrs, VIILARS to Mr. VILLARS, 


] CONGRATULATE my dear ſon on 
his preſent happineſs, and I enjoy with 
him bis proſpect of heightened felicity. Do 
not ſuſpect, my child, that the caution TI 
ſhall give you ariſes from a ſuſpicion of your 
honour, or a doubt of the proper baſis of your 
love. It is excited by the danger of your 
tuation, and dictated by the anxious ten- 
derneſs of a fond mother. 

The betrothed lover is apt to imagine he 
has a right to expect from his charmer all the 
favours which are conſiſtent with modeſty ; 
but remember, my child, it is ſafer to forbear 
e indulgence of what appears to be innocent, 
than to hazard the riſe of a criminal deſire, 
A man of real goodneſs will confeſs that a 
woman cannot too carefully preſerve the 
ſtricteſt delicacy of behaviour to an accepted 
Wmirer, The lover views with paſſion ; 

others 
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others may behold the ſame beauty with in- 
difference. How many women znnocently, or 
to give it a more expreſſive term, incon/ider- 
ately. permit freedoms which occaſion an in- 
ſenſible deviation into the paths of vice. We 
ſhould always conſider that thoſe actions 
which, though innocent in themſelves, pre- 
vent any duty, or tend to promote any vice, 
muſt be blameable, and ought to be avoided, 

I hope this amiable family will give me 
the ſatisfaCtion of ſeeing them in the coun- 
try ſome time this ſummer. I am particular- 
ly impatient to ſee Mifs Leiceſter, She has 
my love and eſteem, Your ſiſter offers her a 
ſincere friendſhip and ſiſterly affection. 

Vou will not be able, my ſon, to live in 
affluence; but I know you are convinced 
that great fortunes, any more than great 
abilities, are not beneficial, except when they 
are properly uſed; that we have reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with the portion of each the Al- 
mighty diſpenſet beſtows, and that we ſhall 

be accountable for the abuſe of both. 
Happi- 
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Happineſs is to be obtained in all ranks 
of life, for it certainly does not ariſe from 
the increaſe of our poſſeſſions, but from the 
contraction of our deſires; and from a firm 
reliance on the wiſdom and goodneſs of Pro- 
vidence, that he cannot but grant us what 
will conſtitute our greateſt happineſs upon 
the whole of our being. 

[ have only to ſubjoin that T hope, love 
will be ſo far from diminiſhing your atten- 
tion to the duties of life, that it will animate 
your perſormance of them, I would have 
you be ambitious of meriting all the honours 
the univerſity can confer, or that your ſitua- 
tion enables you to receive, 

Jam, my dear ſon, 


Your truly affectionate mother, 
SOPHIA VILLARS, 


On Happineſs, Incloſed in the foregoing. 


Not urg' d by flatt'ry's inſidious art, 
[ ſeek to trace the windings of the heart, 


Vor, II. F Maternal 
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Maternal love inſpires an arduous flame, 
Far more impulſive than deſire of fame. 


Amidſt each various late afſign'd below, 
Aſk you from which our choiceſt bloſſin gs flow? 


Whether Ambition's ſogs with ſoaring eye 
The tempting form of Happineſs deſcry ? 
Or whether in the robes of Pomp array'd, 
They barter bliſs for an illuſive ſhade ? 
If Fortune's gems can purchaſe real joy? 
Or whether wealth the ſweets of peace deſtroy ? 
Weak minds are dazzled with the blaze of ſtate, 
Ard think all bliſs compriz'd in being great, 
O!] power of greatneſs ! honourable ſound ! 
Can Virtue's wreath the brow of Vice ſurround? 
Can Titles any real joy impart, 
Expel the head-ach, eaſe the anxiovs heart ? 
Can pomp or riches, make us wiſe and good? 
And is our worth enobled with our blood ? 
Yet poverty is more contemn'd than vice, 
And virtue only honour'd in its-riſe. 
So in a field with flowers enamell'd round, 
Tho? each embelliſhes the moſſy ground, 
Loſt in that humble ſpot they bloom in vain, 
Or onlv pleaſe at beſt ſome ſimple ſwain; 
But if tranſplanted to a milder ſky, 


Where gaudy ranges charm the roving eye, 
They 
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They then become the garden's choicelt pride, 
Admir'd they climb, and deck the verdant ſide. 


gometimes, but ah! how ſeldom i is it known, 
Bliſs ſhares with royalty the glitteriag crown, 
When virtue ſettles each ſupreme decree, 

The throne's ſupport is public ey 


He who with rapture hugs the golden prey, 
Thinks it eludes his graſp, and flits away, 

Amidſt the means of life neglects the end, 

By none befriended, and to none a friend ! 


From the mind's treaſure flows our real wealth, 
Diffuſive virtue is our mental health, 
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See! on the rural cot ſweet Peace attend, 

And gentle dove-ey'd Innocence deſcend ! 
Where the unpoliſh'd mind devoid of art, 
Breathes forth the genuine language of the heart. 
The huſbandman who earns his daily bread, 
And by the labour of his hands is fed, 

Enjoys more pleaſure in his ruſtic meal 

Than pamper'd luxury has pow'r to feel; 

Sweet are his ſlumbers, undiſturb'd his RY 

No fears of future want invade his breaſt : 

But when enfeebled, or by age or pain, 

Health, dimpled Goddeſs, quits the ruddy ſwain, 
Peace ſpreads her downy wing, deſerts her ſeat, 


And meagre Care uſurps the calm retreat. 
F2. Thus 
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On Hope's expanded pinion ſoars elate, 

Then ſinks beneath th' oppreſſive ſtroke of 
fate. 

In ſmooth Proſperity's deluſive wave, 

How oft enfeebled Virtue finds a grave! 

But when Adverfity extends her rod, 

Vice trembling owns the influence of a God. 

Affliction's cloud then weeps itſelf away, 

The Sun of Righteouſneſs imparts its ray, 

And beams the dawn of Heav*n's eternal 
dav. 


Thus variegated life in every ſtate, 


Still aſk you, is there no peculiar ſtate 

: OY with the conſtant ſmiles of fate ? 

All earthly j joy from Reſignation ſprings, 

She chears the ſwain and ſooths the breaſts of 
kings, 

Reſines the droſs of all impure deſires, 

And on Devotion's wing to Heav'n aſpires; 

There point thy way for bliſs without alloy, 

And in that hope the preſent good enjoy! 
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LETTER IVL 


Lady EGERToON to Mrs, STAMFORD, 


CYNCE more, my dear daughter, I am ar- 
rived at this ſeat of happineſs, What a 
traveller have I lately been! I had a plea. 
ſant journey to town, where I ſtaid only one 
night. On my arrival here I found my ami- 
able friend happy in an addition of family. 
Mr. Villars reſides now in the country, and 
Mr, Leiceſter, his daughter, and my old 
friend Mrs, Griffin, are come to ſtay a fort- 
night. The latter has intirely quitted 
Northamptonſhire. I had never ſeen Miſs 
Leiceſter, Her perſon is tall, graceful, and 
genteel. Her complexion remarkably fine, is 
beautifully contraſted by her cheſtnut hair. 
Her eyes are a dark brown, and expreſſive of 
the ſentiments of her heart. Her features are 
leſs delicate than Miſs Villars's, but equally 
regular, She has a hand and arm that vies in 

beauty with Mrs, Villars's:: Her diſpoſitio 
F 3 | is 
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is as amiable as her perſon is lovely. Miſs 
Villars and ſhe are united in a ſtrict friend- 
ſhip, which the ſimilarity of their tempers 
muſt daily encreaſe, 

Mr, Villars's behaviour to Miſs Leiceſter 
is rational and tender; her's delicate and un- 
affected. His appearance and converſation 
are improved by this attachment, tho' he was 
before ſo agreeable, T did not believe he 
could appear more to advantage, 

Mr. Leiceſter is a comely old gentleman. 
He ſeems to have a good natural underſtand- 
ing, but a confined knowledge of the world, 
and literary ſubjects; having applied, I ſup- 
poſe, chiefly to his profeſſion. He has bad 
health, being confined frequently by the 
gout, but his ſpirits are good, Miſs Lei- 
ceſter is the darling of her father and aunt. 

Mrs. Villars, Mrs. Griffin, and my dear 
charge, received me with ſincere joy; and 
the former introduced me to her new friends. 


What a happy circle! We want only you, 
Mr. 
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Mr. Stamford and your little Matilda; but 
you are now quite domeſticated, and too much 
the mother to become a rambler, 

Every one here admires my friend as much 
a5 I do; but who that knows her excel- 
encies can refuſe the eſteem due to ſuch ſu- 


perior merit? 
* 2 „ „ # 


We {ce by the papers this morning, that 
dir Francis Raymond is dead. He expired 
in a fit of the apoplexy Taft Monday, His 
lon, now Sir John, has it in his power to 
ſhew his regard for Miſs Villars. This 
marriage would compleat my friend's hap- 
pineſs, I hinted to her my hopes. She beg- 
ged L would not rally her daughter on this 
occaſion, leſt I ſhon!d excite a wiſh which 


might render her miſerable by its diſappoint- 
ment, 


For my own part, ſaid ſhe, I neither in- 
dulge hope nor fear, If Sir John really 
loyes 
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loves and makes profeffions to my Flavia, 
as his character affords a rational expecta- 
tion of his making her happy, I ſhould then 
feel the joy with which every parent muſt 
be inſpired on ſuch a proſpect for her child. 

Mr. Villars was acquainted with Sir 
John Raymond at college, and gives him 
a good character, which is confirmed by 
Mrs. Griffin, who has a couſin intimate 
with him. His father's penurious diſpoſi- 
tion made him ſoon recall his ſon from 
Oxford, where even the neceſſary expences 
appeared exorbitant, for I never heard that 
Sir John was addicted to any vice; indeed 
you know I enquired into his conduct 
on obſerving his attachment to Mis 
Villars, and every perſon who mention- 
ed him concurred to ſtrengthen my de- 
fire that he ſhould be allied to this fa- 


mily, 


My 
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My love and bleſſing attend you and Mr. 
Stamford. Give the dear infant an hundred 
kiſſes for me. I am, 

My dear child, 
your affectionate mother, 
E. EGER TON. 


LETTER LVII. 


Lady EGERTON to Mrs. STAMFORD. 


My pear DAUGHTER, 

= John Raymond arrived here on Wed- 
neſday morning. He ſat out from town 

the day after his father's funeral, He aſked 
for Mrs. Villars, and it ſeems explained 
himſelf to her in a very unreſerved manner. 
My friend, who always proves that true po- 
liteneſs is confiſtent with ſincerity, and who 
is ever attentive to her children's happineſs, 
thanked him for his good opinion of her 
daughter; and added, that as ſhe was an en- 
tire ſtranger, except to his perſonal accom- 
pliſhments, 
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plichments, it was from the character her ſon 
and ſome other friends had given him, that 
ihe would refer him to her daughter. She 
expreſſed herſelf convinced of the ſincerity 
of his love by the generofity of his offers, 
She hoped, ſhe told him, that he was the 
worthy object ſhe wiſhed ſhould call her 
Flavia his, from his bonourable and dutiful 
-procedure in the concealment of his love, 
when it could not have received the appro- 
bation of his father, She farther told him, 
that her daughter's heart was entirely at her 
own diſpoſal, and that ſhe thought a parent 


had no right to give any encouragement to a 


lover of her child, till convinced he was 
agreeable to that child. 
Sir John deſired the young lady might 


ſuffer no conſtraint, and begged only for 


an interview to diſcloſe his paſſion, which 


Mrs. Villars promiſed him after dinner. 


On leaving him, Mrs, Villars took the 
young lady aſide, and gave her theſe parti- 
particulars 
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culars. The latter came immediately to me, 
informed me of the propoſal, and of her mo- 
ther's goodneſs, I ſaw ſhe had not the in- 
clination for Sir John which had attached 
her to Captain Welmore ; but that the ſmall 
ſpark of vanity in her compoſition was ani- 
n:ated by this proof of her charms, 

Mrs. Villars came into the apartment, and 
after repeating what had paſt, intreated 
the ſweet girl would conſult her heart, whee 
ther it was inclined to favour Sir John. Be 
not biaſſed, my dear child, -continued this 
excellent parent, by his rank and fortunes ; 
but conſider whether this man, without theſe 
adventitious appendages, would be your 
choice, If you can feel that preference for 
him, to which as your huſband he will be 
entitled, his diſtinguiſhed birth and large 
eſtate may be allowed to be valuable prero- 
gatives, as they increaſe the influence of ex- 
ample, and enable the good to relieve the af- 
fecting diſtreſſes of poverty. 


I con- 
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I confeſs, to you, madam, anſwered Miſs 
Villars, that Sir John Raymond has not in- 
ſpired me with ſuch an affection as I felt 
for Captain Welmore;; but I believe that 
Was really a romantic extravagant paſſion. [ 
eſteem Sir John, I even think his perſon ex- 
tremely agreeable ; nay more, I believe that, 


independent of his fortune and ftation in 


life, I can be happier with him than with 
any other man I know, If to your-unerring 


judgement, theſe diſpoſitions appear a proper 


foundation for happineſs, I will give my 
hand to Sir John. 

Mrs. Villars embraced her. It is your hap- 
pineſs, my dear, ſaid ſhe, that is the ſubject 
of my conſideration, Take time to deter- 
mine, and do not engage your perſon till you 

are certain you can beſtow your heart. — She 
-then aſked, if it was agreeable to us to go 
down. Miſs Villars and 1 accompanied her. 
Sir John's behaviour ſhewed the violence of 


Bis love, His aſſiduities, I believe, really 


touch'd 
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touch'd the tender Flavia's heart, for there: 
was a ſoft complacency in her manner after 
his declaration of his paſſion, which I did not 
obſerve before. He took leave in the even- 
ing, after inviting himſelf the next morning 
to breakfaſt. Accordingly he paſt the fol- 
lowing day with us. 

This day he was obliged to return to 
town, but VII anſwer for it, his will not be a. 
long abſence. Miſs Villars actually looks. 
rather melancholy, Sweet girl! Thy ſuſcep- 
tible heart is formed to- enjoy the higheſt: 
conjugal happineſs, or to endure the ſevereſt 
pangs of matrimonial infelicity ! I hope Sir 
John is of a mild and tender diſpoſition, and: 
entirely free from the vices of the town. Tho?” 
| ſhall have this dear creature for a neigh- 
bour, yet methinks there is ſomething ſo dove- 
like, ſo extremely gentle in Miſs Villars, I 
can't help being fearful, that the loſs of her 
mother's unremitted tenderneſs will never be 
compenſated by an huſband, | 


As 
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As I know you intereſt yourſelf in the 


happineſs of this moſt deſerving family, I 


ſhall write when any thing. occurs. Ms, 


Leiceſter and the two amiable ladies leaye us 
on Monday; Mr. Villars will attend them 
to town. and make further enquiries after 


{ir John. 
Jam, my dear child, 


Vour moſt affectionate mother, 


P. 8. Mrs. and Miſs Villars's reſpects, 


and my love and bleſſing, are always meant, 


though they be not particularly mentioned. 


LETTER LVIII. 


Lady EGERTON to Mrs. STAMFORD, 


My.DEAR DAUGHTER, 


AM afraid my ſilence has alarm'd you. 


A violent inflammation in my eyes has 


prevented me from writing; and though 
Mrs, Villars was ſo kind as to offer to be 


my 
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my amanuenſis, yet I was apprehenſive 
you would conclude it was ſome worſe com- 
plaint if you did not fee my own ſcrawl; I 
therefore delayed accepting her propofal from- 
day to day, tili a fortnight has elapſed, I am 
now able to ſcribble a little, and will let you 
into the ſtate of affairs here. 

Mr. Villars's good opinion of his in- 
tended brother-in-law, was heightened by. 
the information he received in London. 
Sir John is generally here. Mrs, Villars 
propoſed deferring his nuptials till, the 
mourning for his father is out, but he 
ſays he can't conſent to a longer delay- 
than che marriage of Mr, Villars with : 
Miſs Leiceſter, which will be in leſs than 
two months. Mrs. Villars intreats I will 
be preſent at this double marriage, 1 
want to go to town, and ſhall therefore ſet 
out next week, and return before the im- 
portant day, 


Lady 
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Lady Maynwaring ſent a letter by fir 
John to Miſs Villars. She is the ſame live- 
ly creature as when ſhe left town, but I hope 
more attentive to her true intereſt, | 

I would have perſuaded Mrs, and Mifs 
Villars to go back with me and buy cloaths, 
but the ceremony of drefs is to be adjuſted 
after the ſolemnization of marriage; my 
friends convinced me ſuch a journey would 
be inconvenient, and I deſiſted from further 
importunity, My next will be from town. 
Excuſe this ſhort letter. 

I am, my dear, 
Your's affectionately, 
E. EGERTON, 


LETTER LIX. 
Lady MAYNWARING to-Miſs VILLARS, 


* tell me honeſtly, dear Vil- 
lars, what you have thought of me? Did 
vou believe I ſhould write, or did you 


ſorm no expectation from my promiſe ? 
To 
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To be ſure I might have found time, and 
yet I have been moſt monſtrouſly fatigued 
with company, ſhews, &c. But this is 
foreign from my purpoſe, I meant to con- 
gratulate you on your conqueſt. I ſwear, 
child, fir John isa very pretty fellow ; a man 
of ſpirit ; but don't be alarmed, he has a very 
good character. I am glad we ſhall have you 
in town, though you are rather a dull little 
toad, You'll chuſe ſome graver companion 
than I intend to be. My ſpouſe likes my 
humour; really we are happy, very happy. 
He is a ſweet tempered, conſiderate ſoul. 
I loſt a whole pocket full of money the other 
night, and what does he, but in the gen- 
teele manner preſent me with a bank note 
of 1001, to defray my expences. It has had 
a good effect. I won't be out · done in genero- 
ity; I haveabſolutely determined, never to 
play ſo high again. 

Oh! I have a piece of news for my Vil- 
lars, When I was at Cheſter, I had the plea- 
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ſure of humbling a country madam, who 
being raiſed from the dunghiil, and taken 
to be the conſort of a reſpectable ſquire, took 
it into her head to deſpiſe all her former ac- 
quaintance, and to be intimate with people 
of faſhion : a moſt ridiculous creature] 1 was 
upon a viſit where the muſbroom happened to 
be engaged, and ſhe entered ſoon after me 
moſt violently be-dizen'd. I was in a ſligbt 
mourning for an hundreth couſin, and not 
being perfectly well at the time was quite in 
an undreſs. Who could imagine therefore, 
that under ſo mean an appearance, ſo emi- 
nent a perſonage as ny lady was concealed? 
Madam glided up the room with an air of 
ſelf. importance; but ſeeing her place oceu- 
pied, ſhe ſtood aghaſt like Macbeth on view- 
ing the ghoſt of Banquo. She viewed me 
ſcornfully, and, on the information of my 
paultry apparel, preſented me with a pair of 
fine broad ſhoulders, amply overſpread with 


an enormous point lace handkerchief, 
1 took 
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took the tea firſt without ſcrugle, The 
lady did not chuſe any. An air of gloomy 
reſentment ſat upon her brow; and as the 
perſon I viſited knew the cauſe of her filence 
and diſcontent, ſhe kept up the deception by 
waving my title when ſhe addreſſed me. 

Sir Richard's entrance concluded the 
farce, He gave me the appellation to which 
'the plebeian always paid homage. She turn- 
ed towards me, and diſplayed a couple of 
cheeks that outvied the ſunny fide of the ca- 
therine pear, Never was pride ſo compleatly 
humbled, The alteration in her behaviour 
was not to her advantage, for the was ſo 
meanly attentive to pleaſe me that I was 
heartily ſick of her fondneſs. I could not 
help reading her a lecture, which, though in- 
directly addreſſed, ſhe could not miſapply. 
I believe ſhe will be very cautious how 
tbe judges again from appearances, and I 
hope ſhe is convinced that affability ſhould 
always accompany ſuperiority of ſtation ; 
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84 
but I dare not indulge any very ſanguine 
expectations, 

Let me know preciſely when you enter 
the holy ſtate of matrimony, You have 
my beſt wiſhes, child. I am giddy, but I 
have a friendly heart, You nuſt not delay 
fir John's happineſs, for he ſays, he can't 
ſupport life if you do; nor that I altogether 
believe him, for he does not live wholly upon 
the thin diet of love. He made conſiderable 
devaſtation yeſterday at my table, I told 
him he had not a lover-like appearance, and 
that he ſhould live like the enamoratoes 
of old, who fed only upon ſighs and tears; 
but he reliſhes my proviſion better than my 
advice.“ 

I have ſeen your brother's flame. Sir 
John ſhewed her to me laſt night at the play. 
She is a charming girl. I »uft be acquaint- 
ed with her, though I ſuppoſe ſhe is more 
your counterpart than mine. Well ! what a 


letter have I written! There is enough of it 
7 to 
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to cover the floor in'my dining room, *Tis 
time to releaſe you, and to ſubſcribe myſelt 


your truly affectionate friend, 
ANNE MAYNWARING. 


P.S. Sir Richard ſends his compliments 
with mine to you, to the reſpeed though 
unknown Mrs, Villars, and to lady Eger- 


ton, 


CET TRE IX 
Miſs ViLLARs to lady MaynwaARING, 


1 Really wondered, dear madam, when 
I received your Jadyſhip's letter, what 
new correſpondent it came from ; for to 
own the truth, I long ſince gave up the 
hopes of your performing your promiſe, 
It was not however leſs pleaſing, and I 
take the earlieſt opportunity of thanking 
you for your kind, though late remem- 
brance, If I tell you I thought your 
G 3 ſilence 
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filence was occaſioned by want of thought, I 
don't believe I ſhall incur your diſplea- 
ſure, or be very remote from the truth, 
I know it did not proceed: from want of 
affection. 4 
I wiſh your lecture to the haughty lady 
may produce the deſired effect. We laughed 
2t the diſcompoiure you excited in her, and 
thought her humiliation very juſt, | 
My acknowledgements are due to you, 
dear madam, for your kind wiſhes, Sir 
John is really very agreeable to me, and 
my mother authorizes me to tell you, that 
in about two months our hands will be 
joined. I am ſure, if your ladyſhip was 
now to ſee me you would think me very 
dull and ſtupid ; for though I have no doubt 
of fir John's ſincere attachment, though [ 
really love him, yet I feel ſuch apprehen- 
ſions on the thought of leaving that dear 
parent, whoſe advice and tenderneſs have 
Sreſerved in me a conftant ferenity of 
mind, 
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mind, that my heart is oppreſſed with a 
heavineſs it cannot ſhake off. But I beg par- 
don for troubling you with the mention of 
thoſe uneaſy emotions which it is my du» 
ty to conquer, 

participate in your ladyſhip's happineſs, 
and hope it will continue uninterrupted. 
You taſte the heart-felt ſatisfaction of pleaſ- 
ing, by your every action, the. perſon moſt 
dear to you, ; 

I am glad you like Miſs Leiceſter, I aſ- 
ſure you her beauty is her leaſt perfection, 
though ſhe has as great a ſhare of it as any 
woman I know, She it rather: grave than 
gay; but even you, madam, with all your 
entertaining livelineſs, muſt love this excel- 
lent young lady. She will add the title of 
Siſter to that of Friend, at the ſame time I 
ſhall give my hand to Sir John. 

I hope your ladyſhip will imitate my ex- 
ample in returning an early anſwer, unleſs 
ſo inſipid a correſpondent diſguſts you. 

G4 My 
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My mother and I preſent our beſt reſpects 
to you and fir Richard, Lady Egerton will 
de ſo kind as to convey this letter, 

I am, dear madam, 
your ladyſhip's 
affectionate humble ſervant, 


FLAVIA VILLARS. 


rern 


Lady MAYNWARING to Miſs VILLARS. 


I AM glad, my dear, I am to have you for 


a neighbour inſtead of a correſpondent, 


for writing does not agree either with my 
conſtitution or inclination. I really thought 
I had got the rheumatiſm the day after wrote 
my long letter; ſuch a pain had I from my 

ſhoulder to my fingers ends, I was frighten- | 
ed at ſuch a ſymptom of infirmity at my 
time of life, till happening to caſt my eye 
upon my pen and ink, I gave up my alarms, 
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and determined never to write ſo much again. 
A pen is a proper implement in the hand of 
ſuch a grave matronly perſon as you are; 
but to one of my lively turn, the wings of 
Mercury would be more pleaſing than all the 
inſpirations of Apollo. 
Your reproof, my dear, was more gen- 

tle than I deſerved, and you find | have been 
ſo ungenerous as to treſpaſs again in conſe- 

quence of your forgiving temper, It is al- 
moſt ſix weeks ſince I received yours, but let 
me tell you, though you was expeditious in 
anſwering mine, yet I had much leſs in 
quantity than I ſent; and again, that 2s [ 
have been dilatory in my reply, I will write 
you another letter very ſoon, and require 
only a perſonal anſwer, as I know your time 
is very much employed. Your acknow- 
ledgements will be ready to overflow, but 
reſtrain them; for, to moderate your grati- 
tude, I will inform you that I ſhall now 
take the liberty of chiding you, and my next 


will 
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will contain ſomething I want to communi 
cate, To ſhew you J prefer your good to- 
the pleaſure of divulging a ſecret, I begin 
with upbraiding you for being melancholy. 
on a proſpe& which would enliven the heart 
of any other woman, Would you always live 
with your mother, child? Prithee be more 
of a woman, You are not like Shakeſpeare's 
love- ſick damſel, who “ ſmiled at grief,” 
(by the bye an odd kind of adeſcription, for 
who did ever hear of fmiling miſery ?) for 
you grieve at joy. Your mother, I am certain, 
though ſhe will be unwilling to part from 
you, ſacrifices her own pleaſure to your in- 
tereſt, or rather this marriage will complete 
her wiſhes.—With whom could you have 
a better chance for happineſs? I'll lay my 
life, you would not chuſe, with all your va- 
pourtſms, to be of the ancient not honsurable or- 
der of antiquated maidens. You are neither 
prude nor coquette, though I have ſome- 


times called you prudiſh, You love fir John, 
| he 
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he idolizes you, and you have nothing to- 
object but leaving your mother, from whom 
you can hear every day, You will be often 
with her, or ſhe and your brother and. ſiſter. 
in town with you. Lady Egerton, who is 
your fincere friend, will alfo be your neigh- 
bour, When you want to be laughed out of 
any grave freak, come to me. I think I 
have ſaid enough to baniſh melancholy. Let 
me only add, that you will be ungrateful to 
Providence if you don't rejoice in the good 
it appoints you. With this grave reflection 
I conclude my letter, my ſecond long letter, 
in defiance of rheumatic pains, Our com- 
pliments attend you and Mrs, Villars.. 
I am, my dear, 

Your ſincerely affectionate 

A. MAYNWARING. 
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LETTER Lexi. 


Lady MAVNxwA RING to Miſs VILLARS; 


ELL, my Villars, now for the ſecret, 

—[ have behaved fooliſhly.—* I ex- 

e nected a piece of news, lady Maynwa- 
ring.“ The manner, child, of my folly 
will be novelty to 5%, though here it is a 
common diſorder. Thus it was. Sir Richard 
and I went to an aſſembly. I had not been 
quite well, and was deſired not to dance. 
My ſpirits revived at the ſight of the com- 
pany, the ſound of the muſic, &c, and1 
was ſhaking my foot to a briſk tune, when 3 
brilliant young nobleman begged to have 
the honour of being my partner. I forgot 
my promiſe and my indiſpoſition, and was 
ſo much elated by my lord's ſprightlineſs, 
and the chearfulneſs of the company, that! 
prattled away uncommonly. Sir Richard 


came to intreat I would dance no more; but 
I de- 
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| deſired he would be good, and not inter- 
rupt me, My fop immediately interprets 
this requeſt in his favour, and aſſumed ſuch 
an air of conſequence upon it, that though I, 
who meant no harm, was unwilling to think 
any was intended; yet I could not avoid diſ- 
covering the miſconſtruction he put upon 
my gaiety. | 

He grew ſo exceedingly impertinent, that 
atlaſt I gave him a moſt ſevere frown, and 
told him my fondneſs for dancing had indu- 
ced me to break my promiſe, but that 1 did 
not know what excuſe he could make for 
torgetting the reſpect due to the wife of Sir 
Richard Maynwaring, I then ſat down; my 
lord looked like a fool, and I felt conſcious 
of imprudence, I owned to my tender ſpouſe 
that I had behaved indiſcreetly, and the ſweet 
tempered man forgave me. As giddy as you 
think me, and as I really am in general, yet 
I have often thought with concern of this 


affair. Depend upon it, my dear, I will be- 


have 
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have better for the future, My lord had been 

enough acquainted with fir Richard and me, 
to know we are happy in each other; but 

when will vanity and folly ceaſe their em- 
pire over the ſexes ? 

Next week, I ſuppoſe, will give you a title 
and an huſband. The firſt is a mere empty 
"ſound, the laſt ſometimes proves a real bleſ- 
fing, and I hope yours will be ſo, I ſhall 
write no congratulatory epiſtle, You now 
have the beſt wiſhes of fir Richard, and thoſe 
of | 

Your truly affectionate friend, 
A. MAYNWARING, 


LETTER LXIII. 
Lady EcerTon to Mrs, STAMFORD. 


1 THINK it impoſſible there can be a hap- 
pier ſet of people than are now aſſembled 

at G**#*#*, Miſs Leiceſter and Miſs Villars 
are the leaſt chearful ; indeed the ſweet Fla- 
via's 
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via's countenance has even worn an air of 
melancholy which is now diſpelled. To- 
morrow is the day appointed for the mar- 
riages. 

Yeſterday Mrs. Villars found her daugh- 
ter with me. My dear Flavia, ſaid ſhe, you 
have not the appearance of a bride elect. 
Miſs Leiceſter is leſs chearful than uſual, 
but you look unhappy. Tell me, my love, if 
you wiſh to retra&t your engagement? Is Sir 
John leſs worthy, or are you lefs ſenſible of 
his merit, than when you gave him your 
heart? Confeſs it to me, if you have reaſon 
for your change? If you have none, tho? 
you ſhew a levity of which J thought you 
incapable, yet to.profeſs in the ſight of God, 
and in the preſence of men, a love you no 
longer feel, would be highly criminal, It 
would be leſs faulty to recede from your 
promiſe, than to confirm it without the 
power of fulfilling it. 


Ah! 
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Ah! my dear mother, cried Miſs Villars, 


"eagerly ſnatching her hand, do not believe 
your child capable of ſuch inſtability, I love 
Sir John with a more rational affection than 


I felt for Captain Welmore, and my uneaſi- 
neſs ariſes from my fears of beiug ever leſs 


-dear to him; from the thoughts of exchang- 


ing the ſweets of ſolitude for the tumult of a 


town life, and from apprehenfions that 1 
(ſhall not properly diſcharge the duties of my 
elevated ſtation: but there is a cauſe of un- 


eaſineſs, continued ſhe, burſting into tears, 
which affects me moſt ſenſibly. I muſt be 
parted from you ! She threw her arms round 
Mrs. Villars's neck, and ſobb'd aloud, 
My friend was greatly affected. My dear, 
my amiable child] faid ſhe, you will not 
Joſe me. I ſhall accompany you to town, 
and probably be a frequent viſitor, Sir 
John and you will I hope paſs ſome weeks 
with me every ſummer, and I will write 
as often as you delire, 1 ſuffer with you 

in 


— 
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in the thoughts of parting, yet ſuch an eſta- 
bliſhment, if it make you happy, muſt render 
me ſo. I know you will adorn the ſtation to 
which your merit raiſes you, Dry up your 
tears, my Flavia, my beloved daughter, left 
Sir John ſhould ſuſpe& he is become leſs 
dear to you, _ Indulge no doubts of the con- 
fancy of his affection; for you may encou- 
race fears of every poſſible evil, till you are 
incapable of enjoying any real good. 

This converſation was ſo tender, that it 
was ſome time before we were ſufficiently 
recovered to join the reſt of the company ; 
but when we did, I had the pleaſure of ob- 
ſerving that Miſs Villars was more chearful. 


© SS SES 


VVEDVNESspAx. 

We are this minute returned from church. 
The brides behaved very well, and looked 
admirably. Miſs Leiceſter, tho' ſhe trem- 
bled very much, ſpoke diſtinctly and retain- 


ed greater preſence of mind than her ſiſter, 
Vor, II. H who 
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who changed colour frequently, and ſhed tears 


which poſſibly prevented her fainting. Her 
voice was ſcarcely audible. The two gen- 
tlemen's tranſports were evident. Their be- 
haviour was decent and devout. The ſatis- 
faction of the parents and aunt was expreſ- 
ſed in mute eloquence. I ſhared the joy of 
all parties. The ladies and gentlemen are 
gone to walk in the garden with the good 
reverend who joined their hands, I whiſ- 
pered Mrs, Villars that I would ſcribble a 
few lines to you, and return in a quarter of 
an hour, I ſhall have no more time for wri- 
ting till to-morrow. 
r es. WE 

I never paſt a more agreeable day than 
yeſterday. Mr. Reynolds, the clergywan, 
was obliged to leave us carly, to receive an 
unexpected viſitor, When he was gone, 
Mr. Villars, ſeeing the two brides rather 
thoughtful and ſilent, propoſed to read ſome 


entertaining book, I aſked Mrs, Villars to 
| favour 


, 
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fivour us with a compoſition of her own. 
che modeſtly ſaid, ſhe had juſt finiſhed a lit- 
tle piece of real hiſtory, to which ſhe had add- 
ed, a viſion the coinagz of her own brain; 
but ſhe had intended them only for the uſe 
of her children, and fear'd they would fail 
to ccatribute to our amuſement, We eager- 
ly intreated to read them, and Mrs, Villars 
fetch'd her little manuſcript. She gave it 
into her ſon's hands. I obtained permiſſion 
to tranſcribe it,-When Mr. Villars had 
finiſned the manuſcript, we thanked my ex- 
cellent friend for the entertainment and in- 
{ration fe had affarded us. She ſhewed 
very great ſatisfaction in having contributed 
to ours. The brides had been particularly 
attentive, Sir John Raymond propoſed an 
airing in the coach, as the evening was re- 
markably pleaſant, Accordingly we were 
driven a very agreeable tour, After ſupper 
we had a little concert, 

This morning ſome friends called to pay 
their compliments, We intend ſetting out 
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for town next Monday, Sir John and Lady 
Raymond not chuſing to receive here any 
company in form, They propoſe being 
down early in the Spring, when this buſineſs 
of ceremony is to be adjuſted. Mrs, Villars 
is to be with her daughter in London : Mr, 
and Mrs. Villars will divide their time be- 
tween Mr, Leiceſter and Lady Raymond, 
Mr. Villars is obliged to be in the country 
again within a month, having promiſed to 
officiate for a gentleman, whoſe age and in- 
cmities render him incapable of performing 
the duties of the ſacred function, and whoſe 
income from a ſmall curacy is his ſole ſup- 
port. 

My friends here ſhare in the ſatisfaction 
I feel, in conſequence of the good account 
you give me of your own, Mr. Stamford's, 
and the dear babe's health. 

Adieu]! my child. When we arrive in 
London, you ſball have another letter from 


Your truly affectionate mother, 
E. EGERK TON. 


. 
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| ( Incloſed in the foregoing.) 

The His Tory of 
Mr. and Mrs, FAINWELL 


JN all my obſervations upon the aCtions of 
others, I have endeavoured to preſerve 
Chriſtian charity, and to render my remarks 
ſubſervient to my own, and my children's 
improvement. From the following ſtory, 
a moral truly beneficial may be deduced, 
Mr, Fainwell was an attorney, who ſet- 
tled in this country ſome years ſince. He 
married a woman agreeable in perſon, but 
much his inferior in underſtanding, and 
whoſe taſte was not at all conformable to 
his own, His paſſion, however, was violent, 
and for ſome time after he became the huſ- 
band, he continued the fond lover. A few 
years however changed the ſcene. Mrs. 
Fainwell was attacked by the ſmall pox, 
and was greatly altered by the diſtemper. 
Her health viſibly declined, and her diſyo- 


H 3 ſition 
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ſition was rendered fretful by the diſorders 
ſhe ſuffered, Mr, Fainwell's affection, which 
had been founded on the mere perſonal graces 
of his wife, could not ſubſiſt after the alte- 
ration he obſerved in her; yet for a time he 
kept up an appearance of tenderneſs, which 
perhaps he might have preſerved longer, had 
not the converſation and beauty of a young 
lady, who paid Mrs. Fainwell a viſit of ſome 
weeks, attracted all his attention, 
Miſs Playheld (that was her name) was 
not only remarkably genteel, but had the 
utmoſt regularity of features. She was con- 


verſant with the beſt poetical writers; had a 
retentive memory, and an eaſy flow of 
expteſſion. Her diſpoſition was lively, and 
ſomewhat coquctiſh, but perfectly free from 
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any defivn of giving pain, except to her ad- 
mirers. This lady's converſation was ex- 
tremely pleaſing to Mr, Fainwell, He read 
to her his favourite authors, and was tranſ- 
ported with her remarks, Mrs, Fainwell 

had 
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had no reliſh for books. The practice of 
economical duties, and the employment of 
the needle, engroſſed her time when her 
health permitted, Her face, which though 
never beautiful had been extremely agreeable, 
now wore the pallid hue of ſickneſs. She 


was well made, but-Miſs Playfield was ſo 
uncommonly genteel, that Mrs. Fainwell 
appeared aukward in compariſon, She was 
paſt the bloom of youth, Miſs Playfield 
ſparkled with all the lively graces of ſixteen, 
Mr, Fainwell, though ſeveral years older 
than his wife, retained all his youthful ad- 
miration of beauty, He was charmed with 
Miſs Playfteld's perſon, he was delighted to 
find her taſte for reading correſponded with 
his own, Mrs. Fainwell's frequent indiſpo- 
litions gave him opportunities of paſſing 
many agreeable hours with Miſs Playfield. 
When tired of books, ſhe could always en- 
tertain him with ſome lively -anecdote or 
witty obſervation. Sometimes indulging the 
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natural vivacity of her temper, ſhe amuſed 
herſelf in playing childiſh tricks with him, 
He romped with her. Both were I believe 
entirely free from any criminal intention 
but how dangerous is it for human frailty to 


rely on its own powers for conqueſt, eſpe. 
cially when attacked by the united forces 


of beauty and wit ! Such a ſecurity betrayed 
Mr. Fainwell, whoſe heart was ſurrendered 
without an attempt to fortify its weakneſs. 
Mrs. Fainwell, without any natural tinc- 
ture of jealouſy, found her ſuſpicions exci- 
ted by the inſinuations of one of her ſervants. 
She attentively obſerved the conduct of her 
huſband and Miſs Playheld, and her fears 
were confirmed. Indignation inflamed her 
almoſt to madneſs. She upbraided Mr. 
Fainwell in terms the moſt unlikely to re- 
claim him, and even threatned to expoſe 
Miſs Playfield, if ſhe did not immediately 
leave the houſe. Mr. Fainwell, who not- 
withſtanding his love ſor that young lady, had 
al ways 
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always behaved with civility to his wife, felt 
Jeſs ſhame on the conſciouſneſs that her ſuſpi- 
cions of his eſtranged affection were juſt, than 
reſentment at the manner of the accuſation, 
His regard for Miſs Playfield, however, 
prompted him to defend her innocence with 
all the energy which truth and love could 
inſpire, Mrs. Fainwell, enraged at this juſti- 
fication of her rival, loudlyexclaimed againſt 
his perſidy. Her maid, who had been the 
cauſe of this diſturbance, overheard it, and in- 
ſtantly informed Miſs Playheld that her miſ- 
treſs was jealous of her and her maſter, and 
ſhe had heard her threaten to expoſe them 
both, Miſs Playheld laughed at this intelli- 
gence, and for ſome moments enjoyed the ad- 
miration ſhe had excited; but when ſhe con- 
ſidered that loſs of reputation might be the 
conſequence, and that ſhe had diſturbed the 
peace of a family, her fears, and her good na- 
ture operated ſo powerfully, that ſhe de- 

termined 


J. 
— 5 8 
" 
ud 
A 
8 * 
{ 
"4 
IF. 
4.4 
$ 
— 
1 171 
" 
* 
74 
1 
'#T 
1 
"+ 1 
* 
[ 
{ 
1 
14 
a l 
44 ; 
4 
l I 1 
3. " 
N 1 N 
wy 
8 
ar 
t 1 
# 
. 0 
— 
* 
9 
0 
n 1 
1 
F 
4 
| WI 
+ 
16iE 4 
14 
Nin 
th? 4 
1 
fl 
11 q 
[1 
1 7 
0 
* 1 
11 
\ 
7 
N 4 
n 
T : 
4 
1. 
1 
Q _ 4 
+8 
Tl 
w__— jo 
„ 8 : 
as 4 
4 R 
. 4 N 
* * \ 
. 1 
”. 
*M 
* 
* " 
a * 
. 
+ . 
0 \ ! 
_ ; 
» 
tu, . 
4+ « * 
on”, [] 
e 4 
* 1 
# . . 
* 
+ 
n | 
_ 1 
_— F 
»\, 1 
. 
_ 
4 
”, \ 1 
; 8 
„ 7 
14 
LN "7 l 
. 
N * 0 
p 3] D 
. 
4 * J 
Ms! 
- - 
PF 0 „* 
. 5 8 
— 12 
n - 
7 : 
* +1 
p ” * 
wn 
£ 1 3 
1 
_ 
WW - FY 
=T 
2 = 
- bs : 
* 
8 
* 
5 5 
* FY 
N 
» * 
1 . 
| T3 
: 7 
1 
0 q N 
* 
1 , 
1 
| 
"ns 


— — — 


— 


— — .. aA 


— 


— : — — x - * = 
hy I 2 - * * 
4 * a * => Mo * — 2 — — 
n : —  — — — on 
— — — — — — — —_— 
— — — — 2 "nts As K 
— 


106 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 


termined to remove Mrs, Fainwell's ſuſpi- 
<lons by a different behaviour. 

That lady, who really loved her huſband, 
and had believed herſelf to be beloved by 
him, could not ſupport the ſtruggle of con- 
tending paſſions; the diſorder of her mind 
brought on a violent fever, which ſoon put 
a period to her life, Miſs Playfield left the 
houſe in the beginning of Mrs, Fainwell's 
illneſs, She was at firſt greatly affected by 
her death, but a ſucceſſion of admirers, and 
a marriage with a noble lord, obliterated all 
remembrance of it, As for Mr, Fainwell, 
his concern was very ſhort liv'd, and even - 
his paſſion for Miſs Playfield ſoon extin- 
guiſhed, by the abſence of its object. He 
had ſome inclination for a ſecond marriage, 
but the uncertainty of his temper kept him 
Auttering from beauty to beauty, till old age 
and infirmities gave him a different train of 
ideas, and made him relinquiſh the ſociety of 
the young and gay, This affair, which hap- 

pen'd 
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pen'd fince I came hither, has often been the 
ſubject of my refleftions, —— You find, my 
dear children, a mere perſonal attachment 
is not the baſis of connubial happineſs : that 
as eſteem can only ſubſiſt with mutual vir- 
tue, ſo a ſimilarity of diſpoſition in the avo- 
cations and amuſements of life, is neceſlary 
to preſerve that reliſh and coinplicenty, 
without which wedded love can never be 
permanent, 

Your are alſo taught by this ſtory a ſtrict 
and conſtant examination of your own hearts. 
We know that nothing but a conformity to 
the laws of God can entitle us to eternal fe- 
licity; but we inſenſibly tranſgreſs our duty. 
« We do not call our ways to remembrance.” 
Had Mr. Fainwell examined the ſentiments 
of his heart; had he compared them with 
the doctrines of chriſtianity, he would 
have perceived his danger, and guarded 
againſt the deviation. It is the judicious 
remark cf a late excellent and dignified di- 
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vine, that „ we ſhould re// thoſe tempta- 
c tions we cannot avoid, and avoid thoſe 
«© we cannot rift.” | 

When conſcious of an abatement in the 
affection he owed his wife, Mr, Fainwell 
ſhould have avoided any intercourſe which 
threatened the deſtruction of his honour, 


and their future peace. On finding the 
perſon of his wife leſs pleaſing to him, had 
he cultivated in her thoſe qualities of the 
mind which muſt have ſecured his eſteem, 
his affection might have been again concili- 
ated. 


we ſee the fatal effects of ungoverned paſſion. 
If reaſon could have pleaded in the moment 
of reſentment, ſhe would have perceived the 
inconſiſtency of indulging the latter, She 
had loſt the power of pleafing Mr, Fainwell, 
and if the ſuggeſtions of duty and the ten- 
der aſſiduities of love had been ineffeQual to 


ſecure her huſband's affection, could ſhe ex- 


pect to regain it by ſeverity and reproaches ? 
| The 


In Mrs. Fainwell's misfortunes, 


| of 
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The inconſiderate Miſs Playfield ſhews 
us, that gaiety is always blameable when not 
blended with diſcretion, | 

From reflections on this ſtory, I am drawn 
into a conſideration of the different ſources, 
from whence the infelicities of marriage flow. 
have ſeen perſons united by tender love and 
true eſteem, who yet have been unhappy 
from little petulancies of temper: others ren- 
dered ſo by indulging all the luxuriances of 
imagination, and attributing them to the 
goddeſs of their hearts. Theſe conſider mar- 
riage as a ſenſual Paradiſe, a Halcyon ſcene, 
which clouds cannot overcaſt, nor ſtorms 
ruffle and diſcompoſe. They are unprepa- 
red for the viciſſitudes of life, and the 
changes incident to the human frame. No 
wonder then that marriage ſoon becomes the 
tomb of their affection. When love is 
cemented by mutual eſteem and ſoft com- 


placency, even the indulgencies of ſenſe 


are ſubmitted to the dominion of reaſon, 


and 
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and its enjoyments are heightened by con- 
ſidering them as the lawful, yet meaneſt 
pleaſures of a Chriſtian.— l indulged: theſe 
meditations the other evening till the fol- 
lowing viſion pieſented itſelf to my imagi- 
nation, 

Methought there was a complaint amongſt 
ſome of the female ſex, that the alteration in 
their perſons had eſtranged from them the 
affection of their huſbands; and I heard an 
edict publiſhed at the command of Truth, 
that every individual ſhould appear before 
her. A general aſſembly of females attended 
her ſummons, She held in her hand a look- 
ing-glaſs, with theſe words imprinted on it, 
« A Mirror for true beauty.“ I was a wit- 
neſs to ſuch changes, as both delighted and 
ſhocked me ; but I will meation only three 
metamorphoſes, which ſhewed in the molt 
ſtriking light the virtues of the mirror, 

The firſt of theſe was a young creature 
of fiſteen, adorned with every charm that 

art 
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ait and nature could beſtow. As ſhe ap- 
proached the glaſe, her cheek glowed with 
the hope of hightened beauty, and her eye 
ſparkled at the thought of excelling every 
competitor. Conſcious of ſuperior attrac- 
tions, ſhe caſt around her a look of ineffable 
diſdain, But what an aſtoniſhing metamor- 
phoſis ! on ſeeing herſelf in the mirror, ſhe 
ſtarted back with horror and amazement. 
Her features became enlarged and irregular. 
Her ſhape was diſtorted, and her whole ap- 
pearance inſpired diſguſt, We ſaw her ſur- 
rounded by flatterers, and encouraging a mul- 
tiplicity of admirers, In another part of the 
mirror, we beheld her inſulting depreſſed 
merit, careſſing ſplendid vice, and deſpi- 
ling reputation and virtue, 

Behold ! ſaid the Goddeſs, the effect of 
inordinate vanity and immoderate love of 
pleaſure! Take this glaſs, continued ſhe, 
preſenting her with a ſmall one of the 
lame ineſtimable value, and if thy heart 

exult 
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exult over intrinſic merit, becauſe ſet in a 
rough unpoliſhed ſhell, view thyſelf in this 
mirror, and bluſh with ſhame for thy folly 
in deſpiſing the true beauty, Every ſecret 
thought ſhall be revealed, and on the fea- 
tures be impreſſed every latent emotion of the 

heart. | | 
Another female now drew near the mirror, 
She ſeemed to be advanced to the ſummer of 
life. Her face without ſymmetry of feature 
was inexpreſſibly pleaſing, her perſon grace- 
ful and admirably formed; with an air of 
difidence ſhe caſt her eyes upon the glaſs, 
but an agreeable ſurprize detained them. 
Every charm received an additional brillian- 
cy, and every grace was improved into per- 
fection. Thou ſeeſt, ſaid the Goddeſs, that 
virtue can add new radiance to beauty. This 
little glaſs ſhall aſſiſt thy perſeverance, 
When thou beholdeſt thyſelf in it, reaſon 
juſtifies thy ſelf-approbation. Thou poſ- 
ſeſſeſt charms which will flcuriſh in un- 
fading 
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fading bloom, and the perfection of which 
will entitle thee to the bleſſings of immor- 


tality. 


41 


The third perſon who advanced moved 


lowly forwards, with her eyes fixed upon 
the ground, Her features were regular, but 
her complexion was faded, Melancholy and 
want of health had reduced her to an emaci- 
ated ſtate, Her eyes had loſt their luſtre, but 
when ſhe raiſed them on the ſpectators, they 
ſhed mildneſs and benignity. She placed 
herſelf before the mirror, and I never was ſo 
much ſurprized as at the alteration, Her 
complexion became of the molt tranſcendent 
whiteneſs, and her cheeks were enlivened 
with the roſeat bloom of health, Her eyes 
ſparkled with celeſtial radiance; her whole 
perſon appeared the temple of a divinity, 

We ſaw her in the faithful mirror wiping 
the tear from the orphan's eye, and cauſing 
* the widow's heart to ſing for joy.“ . We 
deheld the livid hue of ſickneſs diſperſed by 
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her aſſiduities, and the gloom of deſponden. 
cy vaniſh at her approach; again we ſaw 
her ſupplicating at the throne of heaven, for 
the reformation of an huſband who had de- 
ſerted her; in another place inſtructing her 
children in their duty even to the parent who 
neglected them. 

We gazed on her with reverence and aw- 


ful love. See! ſaid the Goddeſs of Truth, 
fee! mortals, one of my pureſt votaries 
T heſe, continued ſhe, pointing to the ob- 
jects of her amiable daughter's benevolence, 
theſe thankful hearts offering the effuſions 
of gratitude, give her a foretaſte of celeſtial 
harmony, Her's are charms which remain 
uninjured by time, and ſecure the enjoyments 
of eternity ! Let the ſenſualiſt, whoſe admi- 


ration extends no farther than the vermeil 
tints on beauty's cheek, view their metamor- 
phoſis in this mirtor for true lovelineſs, Let 
him ſee alſo, that fine features receive their 


greateſt charms from virtue, Or let him 
behold 
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behold thee, my exalted daughter, in the 
claſs, and he will diſtinguiſh what conſti- 
tutes the real beauty, Who will lament the 
depredations of time upon the human ſtruc- 
ture, whilſt the ſou] triumphs in the promiſe 
that „ this corruptible ſhall put on incor- 
« ruption ?” Behold | ye repining mortals, 
bebold in the fincere CHRISTIAN the true 
beauty / | 


LETTER LXIV. 


Lady EGERTON to Mrs, STAMFORD, 


'Dzar DAUGHTER, 


WE all lett Eſſex in good ſpirits except 
lady Raymond, whoſe heart was op- 
preſſed with melancholy. She went through 
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a:l the rooms, her eyes filled with tears. il | 
When ſhe came to mine, You will blame . ij 
me, madam, ſaid ſhe, for indulging this ſad- * 

f 1 
neſs with ſuch a proſpect of happineſs before ö f 
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me. But I know not how to leave this be- 
loved ſpot —She was unable to ſay more. 
12 Indeed, 
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Indeed, my dear lady Raymond, you do want 
a little more reſolution, anſwered I.—TI own 
it, madam, interrupted ſhe; this is a weak- 
neſs I will conquer. | pay a bad compliment 
to my huſband, continued ſhe, wiping away 
her tears, in ſhewing ſuch unwillingneſs to 
accompany him; but my heart is tender, too 
tender for my peace, How happily has every 
hour of my life paſſed away in this ſweet 
place! It is not that fir John is not infinite- 
ly dear to me, bur my fears are alarmed on 
the thoughts of the change in my ſtation, 
and the difficulty of fulfilling its duties, 
Would to God I had been fixed in an hum- 
bler ſtate, and been the neighbour of my 
dear mother ! 

She hurried from me, I was infected 
with her grief, Even Mrs. Villars's forti- 
tude was ſhaken. I found her weeping, but 
ſhe ſoon recovered more compoſure, and im- 
parted it to me, 


When 


THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 117 


When we were ſome miles diſtant from 
G*#*##, lady Raymond appeared tolerably 
chearful, As for Mr. Villars and his lady, I 
never obſerved a more promiſing appearance 
of happineſs. She is now very amiabie, and 
ſhe will improve in true wiſdom, as ſhe de- 
termines to make my friend's virtues the 
model for her imitation, 

I am juſt returned from fir John Ray- 
mond's, The ladies were preparing for a 
viſit to ſome ſhops when I went up. Lady 
Maynwaring was ſoon after admitted, who 
deſired to be of the party. 

You are / grave, and fo very prudent, 
ſaid ſhe, to Mrs. Villars and lady Raymond, 
that I am certain you will not be perfeclly in 
talte without my inſtructions. I mutt have 
all this old furniture diſplaced ; every thing 
tran/megrified. And then your dreſs, my dear, 
tere muſt be an entire new regulation 
Your filks are not rich enough—your laces 
are now quite unfaſhionable, Your jewels 

1 muſt 
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muſt be new ſct. In old lady Raymond's 
time, they might be modiſh, but now they 
are not wearable, Indeed your whole appear- 
ance is rather antique. I could lay out ſome 
thouſands to advantage for you. 

I am almoſt convinced, lady Maynwaring 
anſwered Mrs, Villars, that the preſent taſte 
is the height of extravagance, True taſte 
is ſurely founded on judgement : propriety 
is its eſſence. My daughter's dreſs, and the 
appearance of her houſe, ſhould not diſgrace 
fir John's fortune, TI would have her ſecure 
the good opinion of his friends, which will 
confirm his approbation of his choice, I 
know ſomething muſt be allowed for the 
mere ſuperfluities of life, but it is imprudent 
to hazard the want of its real neceſſaries; a 
common and ſad effect of modern luxury! 
Sir John's inclination muſt direct my chil! 
in her choice of ornaments for her perſon and 
furniture, and I am certain his allowance will 


amply comprize the extent of her deſires, 
Well, 
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Well, but Mrs. Villars, reſumed lady 
Maynwaring, what would become of all the 
pretty knick-knacks, which are the ſole em- 
ployment and ſupport of many in the city, if 
the people of faſhion were to buy nothing 
but what tney really want? Oh! lud, it is 
what ye pleaſe to want (as the maſter of the 
t5-/hzp obſerves) that influences us to moſt of 
our purchaſes, 

Don't be apprehenſive, madam, that theſe 
people will want cuſtomers, ſaid Mrs, Vil- 
lars ſmiling ; there will always be thoſe who 
will keep them in employ; but if it were 
otherwiſe, and they were to exchange their 
trifles for works of real utility, would it not 
be equally advantageous to the vender, and 
moreeligible for the purchaſer ? Surely whilſt 
ſo many objects of diſtreſs ſupplicate for re- 
lief, they cannot think themſelves faithful 
{towards of the bounties of providence, or of 


their own happineſs, who for the ſake of 
I 4 tinſel 


120 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 


tinſel ornaments, would ſacrifice the extatic 
pleaſures of benevolence, 

Pardon me, lady Maynwaring, continued 
my excellent friend, for this gravity ; but J 
would have you ſuperior to thoſe cuſtoms 
which can only plead faſhion in defence of 
folly, and you profeſs an eſteem for me which 
I wiſh to deſerve. I will even allow, that 
what are ſuperfluities to one perſon, are ne- 
ceſſaries to another; but you mult alſo con- 
feſs, that the gratification of ſome deſires, on- 
ly excites additional and unbounded wiſhes, 
—Well! I vow, cried lady Maynwaring, 
you have abated my eagerneſs after ſhoping, 
But come, a little ſpice of curioſity remains. 
Let's have no more of this at preſent, You 
are an excellent woman, madam Villars, 
but you muſt have a little mercy upon me, 
I'm in my novitiate of improvement. 

During the converſation, lady Raymond 
was entirely ſilent; but I ſaw by her looks 
that her ſentiments concurred with her mo- 

ther's 
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ther's, —I wiſh ſhe could conquer a penſive 
ſadneſs, which renders her incapable of en- 
enjoying Mrs, Villars's company. She dreads 
the moment of ſeparation, I have ſeen very 
little of fir John fince we returned to Lon- 
don, for he has a large acquaintance ; lady 
Raymond does not complain of his abfence, 
though ſhe mentions him with the utmoſt 
affection, Filial tenderneſs now almoſt en- 
tirely engroſſes her heart. How I ſhall pity 
her when ſhe parts from this beloved, this 
valuable parent, Mr. and Mrs, Villars are 
in my dining room: I muſt therefore con» 
cluce abruptly. I am, my dear daughter, 
Your's moſt affectionately, 
E. EGERTON, 
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LET TER LXV. 


Lady EGERToN to Mrs. STAMFoRD, 


My Dear CHILD, 
A the requeſt of Mrs. Villars and lady 
Raymond, I have mixed in the gay 
circle of viſitors, which has filled the draw- 
ing room of the latter; and, ſince that fati- 
guing ceremony, have accompanied my 
friends to ſome of the places of public re- 
ſort, To- morro is the day, which ſeparates 
the beſt of parents from the moſt affectionate 
of children. I am invited to paſs this day 
with them, and even to ſleep at fir John's 
this night, that i may ſhare my dear friend 
to the laſt moment, and exert my endeavours 
to calm lady Raymond's uneaſineſs. How 
will her too ſuſceptible heart ſuſtain the 
ſhock ! 


S % * .® 
We have parted til] the morning, What 


ſtruggles have I obſerved in the diſtreſſed 


daughter! She feared that fir John ſhould 
reſent 
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reſent her poignancy of affliction; But what 
can I do ? ſaid ſhe, taking her mother and me 
aſide; my grief will not be ſuppreſt. Oh! 
madam, when ſhall we meet again? Be 
comforted, my child, anſwered the tender 
parent; you are too much affected by a ſhort 
ſeparation, It will not be many months be- 
fore I ſhall fee you in the ccuntry. I leave 
you in the poſſcflion of a tender huſband, and 
other tyes will perhaps divide your afteCtion, 
May the dear pledges of your love cement 
the union of your hearts, and may I ſee my 
daughter's virtues dawning in their infant 
minds! My letters will overflow with paren- 
tal tenderneſs, and you know your's will be 
always acceptable to me, Ceaſe, my child, to 
lament an indiſpenſable abſence ; reſume 
your uſual ſerenity, and convince ſir John, 
you have not vowed a love for him which 
you do not feel.— That gentleman now ap- 
proached us, Come, my dear, ſaid he to his 


lady, conquer this exceſs of melancholy. 
You 
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You forget you are a wife, as well as a 
_ daughter, —He turned away, Lady Ray- 
mond's eyes were fixed on the ground, while 
he ſpoke; then caſting them up to heaven, 
ſhe ſeemed to ſupplicate for fortitude in this 
ſevere trial. Sir John's looks terrified me; 
he ſhewed no appearance of tender ſympathy, 
but a gloomy diſcontent overſpread his coun- 
tenance, I yet tremble for lady Raymond, 
Dear creature | how unable is ſhe to ſupport 
the leaſt unkindneſs | 

EF] 4. ©: 

She is gone! Mrs, Villars, her ſon and 
daughter-in-law have left us. Never was 
I witneſs to ſo heart-affeCting a ſcene | Lady 
Raymond hung round her mother's neck in 
ſpeechleſs agony; Mrs. Villars claſped her 
to her breaſt ; their tears mingled. Mr, and 
Mrs. Villars, though deeply affected, yet are 
too happy in each other to ſhare the bitrer- 
neſs of their ſiſter's anguiſh, I know not 
when the mother and daughter would have 

ſeparated 
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ſeparated, if fir John had not interrupted the 
tender embrace, For ſhame, lady Raymond, 
be more compoſed, ſaid he; youare leſs than 
woman! Are you not to meet again in a 
few months ? 

The amiable ſufferer lifted up her ſweet 
face, on which the moſt expreſſive woe was 
painted, Ah! fir John, ſaid ſhe, pity and 
forgive my weakneſs ; I will, if poſſible, be 
more tranquil, Then turning again to Mrs. 
Villars, My dear, dear mother, cried ſhe, 
this ſhall be my laſt farewell] embracing her. 
She withdrew her arms, and putting her 
handkerchief to her eyes, I cannot fee you 
go, added ſhe, but indeed I ſhall foon be 
more eaſy. | 

Mrs. Villars, whoſe heart was oppreſſed 
with grief, immediately gave her hand to 
lir John, and went down ſtairs. She ſtept 
into the coach, and bowed an adieu. I 
haftened to lady Raymond, who was in her 
own apartment, I endeavoured to conceal 
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my uneaſine(s, that I might diſſipate ter af. 
fliction. She deſired me to leave her for a 
few minutes, and promiſed to meet me in the 
dining room, with a more ſerene counte- 
nance. I took the opportunity of ſcribbling 
thus far, but will now attend her again. 
„% % 6 ö 6 

Lady Raymond attempted to aſſume a 
difterent appearance when ſhe met me, but 
ſhe was viſibly the greater ſufferer for the te- 
ſtraint. Lady Maynwaring came up ſoon 
after | re-entered the dining room, and con- 
ſented to paſs the day with us, at our earneſt 
delire. She tried to divert her tender friend's 
thoughts from the ſubject of her concern, 
but the endeavour was unſucceſsful. Lady 
Raymond addreſſed herſelf ſeveral times to fir 
John, with a ſweetneſs that ſeemed appre- 
henſive of having given offence, He did not 
behave with ſo much tenderneſs as I wiſhed; 
and I obſerved her heart felt his indiffer- 


ence, with the moſt acute ſenſibility, In 
the 
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the afternoon, lady Raymond's melancholy 
really abated, and fir John reſumed his 
chearfulneſs and good humour. This altera- 
tion in him, gave his lady ſuch delight, as 


made every uneaſy emotion ſubſide. Her 


eyes ſparkled, her cheeks glowed, and ſhe 
appeared in full radiance of beauty. Lady 
Maynwaring and ] rejoiced, at leaving her in 
ſo agreeable a flow of ſpirits, 


I was awake ſo early this morning that 


my eyes are now almoſt cloſed : I am afraid 


I ſhall ſcarcely add, in legible characters, 


that I am, with love and bleſſing to each 


dear child, 
Your fincerely affectionate mother, 


E. EGERTON. 


it 


if 

| 

; 

Vn 
il 

" 

| 
uy 


= — S = - 
= . = —_— 
- — R - 
> ISI. 3 > > FLEETS N 
En — — — f 


128 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 


LETTER LXVI. 
Mrs. ViLLars to Lady Raymonn:; 


My DEAR CIIp, 

1 Shared ſo ſeverely the anguiſh of your 

heart, on our ſeparation, I could not at- 
tempt to mitigate its exceſs; but reaſon, or 
rather the dictates of Chriſtianity convince 
me, we ſhall be blameable in indulging an 
immoderate ſorrow, I intreat yov, my 
Flavia, to be influenced by the ſame mo- 
tive which conſoles me; and, if we conſi- 
der calmly, we ſhall own that our fituation 
is in every other reſpect ſo happy, as infinite- 
ly to exceed our cauſe for affiictions. My 
children have ſhewn in their choice, that 
prudence may be blended with ſincere af- 
fection, and that true love is not the blind 
mutable deity painted in poetry and ro- 
mance; but the offspring of reaſon, con- 
genial with virtue, and co-exiſtent with 


eternity, Oh! my child, with what re- 
fined 
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ned tenderneſs, did I regard your dear fa- 

ther | and with what energy did revelation. 
ſzoth the affliction of my foul on his loſs, 

by eonfirming my hopes of a bliſsful re- 

union | Theſe thoughts, my Flavia, ennoble 

the mind, purify the heart, ſoften the una- 
voidable calamities of life, and heighten our 
reliſn of all its bleſſings. Rejoice, my dear 
daughter, in being one cauſe of the ſenſa- 
tions feel on the proſpect, that you and my 
ſon will enjoy ſuch felicity as I have de- 

ſcribed. 

Be aſſiduous in ſecuring the eſteem of your 
huſband. Love founded on external charms, 


OT 
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and which only ſeeks the gratification of the 


ſenſes, will ſoon change its object, and be 
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pleaſed with novelty; but where eſteem is 
tie baſis of love, even the loweſt pleaſures 
of the man are exalted, and diſtinguiſh him 
trom the animal, Never expect that your 
ſuperiority in beauty alone will fix your 
Lutband's heart, Even the mere ſenſualiſt 

Vol. II. 1 - prefers 


—  zD 
Fa —— 
WW - 

FATE _ 


— ————— P 
-_ a 


o__ - 


— 


: _ '—=s - —- => - - — = - 


_ 5 


130 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 


prefers novelty to beauty. An agreeable per- 
ſon in a wife is as likely to preſerve an huſ- 
band's love as a fine one; and your mental 
perfections, my dear child, muſt ſecure Sir 
John's efteem, if you do not render yourſelf 
leſs amiable in his eyes by your tears, and 
unavailing regrets. A wife muſt ſtudy to be 
always obliging, or her huſband will ſeek 
that complacency from others, in which ſhe 
fails, 
Do not expect, my dear child, to meet 
with a reciprocal fund of tenderneſs from your 
huſband. Few men are capable of it. I ne- 
ver knew but one, Buſineſs and diverſions 
prevent its cultivation; and moſt probably it 
is wiſely ordained by providence, that an 
exquiſite degree of ſenſibility is ſeldom felt 
but by thoſe whoſe duties are chiefly do- 
meſtic. Sir John has given proofs of a diſ- 
intereſted love; but perhaps he may not al- 
ways be ſo attentive to the gratification of 


your refined tenderneſs as you wiſh, Never 
| Jay 
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lay any reſtraint upon his viſits, &c. but en- 
deavour to behave in the manner which will 
be moſt agreeable to him, Whilft the gene- 
ral tenour of his actions ſhew the conſtancy 
of his attachment, let not a caſual expreſſion 
occaſion you any uneaſineſs; for we are more 
frequently hurt by our own miſconſtructions, 
than by any intended unkindneſs. Many 
men miſtake the tender fears of diffidence 
for injurious ſuſpicions, and reſent them ac- 
cordingly. Do not therefore indulge them, 


but cultivate every uſeful and pleaſing qua- 


lification. 
[ need not obſerve to you, my dear, that 
chaſtity is a purity of thought, word and 


action; for you are purity itſelf, I be- 


lieve it is equally unneceſſary to mention to 
vou a conſtant unremitted attention to neat- 
neſs, and ſuch a dreſs as is moſt conform» 
able to your huſband's inclination. Always 
diſtinguiſh between true delicacy and falſe 
ſhame. To affeQation your mind is ſuperior, 
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Let unreſerved confidence reign between 
you and your huſband, It will render re- 
monſtrances unneceſſary ; which are more 


frequently thought to proceed from an affec- 


ted ſuperiority, than a deſire of awakening to 


conviction, Appearances are often fo de- 


ceitfu}, that they may warp our judgement; 
ſuſpicions may be injurious, and inſpire diſ- 
guſt, but confidence baniſhes apprehenſions. 

My dear child, are you not too apprehen- 
five? Do not you ſhew a diſtruſt which may 
really abate Sir John's love ? I will give you, 
my Flavia, a recital of my own weaknels, 
which I hope will fortify you. Soon aftec I 
married Mr, Villars, I buried my laſt ſurvi- 
ving parent and relation, ſo that all the affec- 
tion of a naturally tender heart centered in 
him. It is impoſſible for words to deſcribe 
my love. He repaid it with an equal fond- 
neſs; but my diffidence rendered me fearful, 


that when he ſaw other people in company 
lively and entertaining, he might be diſguſted 
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by my inſipidity. I could not conquer a re- 
ſerve which made me ſilent, when I knew he 
wiſhed me to impart my ſentiments. The 
apprehenſions of loſing any part of my huſ- 
band's regard rendered me very uneaſy, He 
perceived that I was melancholy, and tender- 
ly inſiſted on knowing the cauſe, A fear of 
offending him kept me a while filent, but 
Mr, Villars ſtill bezging I would tell him, I 
at laſt, burſting into tears, owned to him the 
diſquietude of my heart. He gazed upon me 
ſome minutes without anſwering ; then ta- 
king my hand, My deareſt Sophia, ſaid he, 
I thank you for this acknowledgement, My 
heart gives me a deligh:ful aſſurance, that it 
is firmly attached to you and you alone; yet 
do not impute your fears to any particular 
ſuſpicions of me, but to your obſervation of 
the frailty of human nature in general, and 
to your imperfect knowledge of your own me- 
rit, Would you examine your own mind, 
you would find in it ſo many virtues, that 
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the examination would ſurely enable you ty 
ſubdue all apprehenſions which occaſion a 
ſuppreflion of your ſentiments. I now give 
you a ſolemn promiſe, that to heaven and you 
I will be accountable for every thought, word 


and action; I will benave with no particular 


caution in your preſence, as this would in- 
troduce a conſtraint which might have dan- 
gerous conſequences, My fidelity is guarded 
by conſiderations of love and duty; yet I in- 
treat of you, my deareſt Sophia, as you value 
my eternal happineſs, that you will tell meif 
any part of my conduct affect your peace. 
Should you think any of my amuſements 
have an improper tendency, or ſhould my 
reaſons fail of contributing to your entire ſa- 


tisfaction, conceal nothing from me, What- 


ever diverſions I may partake in your abſence, 
if mine cauſes you the leaſt uneaſineſs, re- 
member that nothing is nor ought to be ſo 
deſirable to me as the preſervation of your 


happineſs, If my natural diſpoſition inclined 
me 
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me to a diſſipated life, I ſhould not give this 
advice, nor would it be prudent in you to 
act in this manner. The mildeſt infinua- - 
tions, though not really injurious, would 
then be offenſive, and a woman who finds 
he: huſband to be of a gay turn, muſt endea- 
vour to appear always chearful and agreeable, 
Hard taſk to an ingenuous mind | yet feligi- 
ous conſiderations have ſupported many per- 
ſons in this arduous trial. Yours, my Sophia, 
ſhall be an eaſier taſk, I am perſuaded that 
your mind and perſon muſt ſuffer an entire 
change before I be able to make any compa- 


riſon to the diminution of my love and eſ- 
teem, 


Theſe aſſurances compoſed me to 


tranquillity, and I never afterwarcs indulged 
the painful propenſity, 


* 
| 
1 
11. 
vl 
' 
1 
i 
| 
=Y 
i 
TH 
1 
| fi 
i 
1 
! 
| 


| ſhall be impatient for a letter from you, 


- py — 
— — - U 
5 == = 
by 2 T — 2 - mg 1 — 
— — 


and hope you will give me a pleaſing ac- 
count of yourſelf, 
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We had an agreeable journey down,— 
Your brother and ſiſter are as happy as it is 
poſſible human beings can be, 
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That you may enjoy the utmoſt temporal 
happineſs, which is conſiſtent with the higheſt 
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degree of chriſtian virtue, is the conſtant 
prayer of 
Your ever affectionate mother, 


SOPAIA VILLAES. 
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Mr. VIILARS to Lady RaymMonp, 


| nr pod; my dear ſiſter might condemn 

me for want of affection in ſupporting 
with more calmneſs the ſeparation which fo 
much afflicted her; but ſhe muſt conſider, 
that I had with me the two perſons molt 
dear to me, and was morally convinced, I 
left her in a ſituation where her merit will 
be rewarded and conſpicuous. She muſt par- 
don me for adding, I thought her grief a lit- 


tle too violent for the occaſion. Yet, my dear 
Lady Raymond, I was not inſenſible. My 


mother's unparalleled tenderneſs muſt render 
her 
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her abſence very painful to you, who have ſel- 
dom been from under her maternal wing, and 
are fearful of moving in the exalted region 
you are now placed in. Be not too diffident, 
my ſiſter, You have an excellent heart and 
improved underſtanding, and the juſteſt 
ſentiments of religion and virtue. Enjoy 
the grandeur you deſerve, and be a frequent 
witneſs of our happineſs. 

My Iſabella tells me I muſt now reſign the 
pen to her. Muſt, ſays the ſaucy wife! Is 
this the language of obedience? Oh! theſe 
women! How difficult is it to them to ſub- 
mit to their conjugal vow. What have 
* you not finiſhed yet, Mr. Villars ?” No, 
Mrs, Villars, I have a mind to exerciſe your 


patience, A very neceſſary virtue, let me 


tell you, in a wife, I will give you the pen, 


my love, when I have ſubſcribed myſelf my 
dear Flavia's 
Moſt affectionate brother, 
FREDERICK VILLAR S. 
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(Mrs. ViLLaRs in continuation.) 

THE ſaucy wife, as your brother calls me, 
will not confirm the character her huſband 
has given her, for ſhe will write to her dear 
friend and filter in a truly commiſerating 
ſtrain. My heart truly felt for you, tho' l 
could not expreſs its ſympathetic tenderneſs; 
and yet, my dear Lady Raymond, if Sir 
John is as kind and affectionate a huſband 
as Mr, Villars, why ſhould I addreſs you in 
terms of condolance? It is impoſſible to de- 
ſeribe my conjugal happineſs, which, I hope, 


your own ſituation repreſents, Then ſuch a 
mother too | But let me not revive your un- 
eaſineſs. Confider, my beloved ſiſter, the 


time of your meeting is not very diſtant, and 
we ſhall never ſuffer a long ſeparation from 


each other, 


Mr. Villars tells me the poſt will be gone, 
One line indeed would have comprehended 


all I have written. I meant only to ac- 


quaint 
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quaint you, I am one of the happieſt of wo- 
men, and that I ſhall ever be 
Your affectionate fiſter and friend, 
ISABELLA VILLARS. 


LETTER LXVIN. 


GeorGE RANTLEY, Eſq. to Sir Jonx 
RAYMOND, 


I it poſſible that you ſhould be ſuch a re- 
negade from your profeſſions, as to be a 
member of the fettered ſociety ? What | have 
you devoted yourſelf to one woman far bet- 


ter and worſe? I received a letter yeſterday 
with this information, and I can ſcarcely 
credit it, Prithee, be it true or falſe, give 
me a line; if you are thus tied, our friend- 
ſhip is looſened, for I will never have an in- 
timate who contendedly wears the collar ; 
and I have a notion you will ſoon be hen- 
pecked.— —I ſhall give no account of my 
proceedings, I fear you are not the man I 

once 
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once thought you; and therefore, till ! 
know more of you, I ſhall only ſubſcribe my. 


ſelf, 
Your humble ſervant, 


GEORGE RANTLEY, 


LETTER LXIX. 


Sir JohN RayMonD to GEoRGE 
RanTLEY, Eſq. 


Dear GEORGE, 
I RECEIVED your letter when my hap- 
pineſs was in its meridian, and to own 
the truth, I was then determined not to con- 
tinue the correſpondence ; but man (as well 
as woman) is ſubject to inconſtancy, I an 


married,—[ have really been happier in the 


poſſeſſion of one virtuous woman's perſon 


and affections, than in having been favour- 
ably diſtinguiſhed by many women of faſþ1on 
or pleaſure, Perhaps theſe are ſynonimous 
terms, My wife (unfaſhionable ſound) is 

: the 
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the gentleſt of her ſex, Her heart, naturally 
prone to tenderneſs, is attacned to me with 
ſuch an exceſs of love, as gives me no fears 
of dividing her affection with the profeſt dan- 
elers of the age, Her mother ſeems to poſſeſs 
the next place in her regard; but filial affec- 
tion, though inexpreſſibly tender, is unmixed 
with that anxiety which is blended with her 
conjugal love.—--But you will aſk, what 
were the attractions that could tempt me to 
commit matrimony, for you are inſenſible to 
the charms of a woman's mind. And have 
deen juſt to them? Ah! George, do not 
aſk me. But to proceed. My father's ſeve- 
rity mace the pleaſures of the town more de- 
firable than perhaps they would otherwiſe 
have appeared; and I had been ſo long im- 
merſed in them, that every modeſt woman 
was inſipid or diſguſting to my taſte till I 
faw Miſs Villars. Her perſon is elegantly 
formed; her features delicately proportion- 
ed, and J had never before ſeen ſo much un- 

affected 
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affected ſweetneſs and humility expreſſed in 
a female countenance, I was captivated ;— 
her looks and whole behaviour damped every 
preſumptuous hope. I ſaw her frequently, and 


loſt my reliſh for every diverſion ſhe did not 
| partake ; yet, as I knew my father would not 


permit me to marry her, I did not diſcloſe 
my paſſion; and her mother, fearful of my 
deſigns, carried her from town, For ſome 
days I was inconfolable, but a ſet of gay ac- 
quaintance once more recalled me to ſcenes 
of diſſipation. I had almoſt entirely forgot- 
ten Miſs Villars, when my fathet's death 
gave me the power of aſking her hand. Cuſ- 
tom was ſo prevalent in me, that when no 
other obſtacle prevented, my own rebellious 
fondneſs for diſſolute pleaſures made me 
fluctuate. My paffion for Miſs Villars at 
laſt triumphed, —I declared my love. My 
propoſals were accepted; for my father's ri- 
gour had this good effect, that my pleaſures 
were too private to injure my public charac- 

ter, 
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ter. The delicate, yet unaffected tenderneſs 
of Flavia's heart, ſupported my paſſion, We 
were married at her mother's, whom I reve- 
rence, yet fear, I felt all the joy I profeſſed. 
Lady Raymond's was allayed by the thoughts 
of parting from her mother, who agreed at 
our requeſt to accompany us to town for 
a month.! ſoon found, that a life of regu- 
larity had no charms for me, but thoſe of 
novelty, Women talk of reformed rakes 
for huſbands, but how few are there who- 
tread the paths of reformation ? And where 
are the women qualified to render them hap- 
py? Accuſtomed to the various. arts of the 
voluptuous, whoſe buſineſs it is to deceive 
us into pleaſure, without requiring from us 
the ſedulities or conſtancy of a refined paſ- 
hon ; the tender ſolicitude of my wife, fati- 
gues, conſtrains, and upbraids me. Her love 
renders her meiancholy when we part, and 
occalions an effuſion of overflowing ſoftneſs 
at my return, I never *till now contracted 
an. 
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an engagement which diftreſſed me, I had 
always found my charmer gloomy or joyous 
as my humour directed. But Flavia loves 

me with a ſenſibility which is painful to her, 
and irkſome to me; I cannot feign that paſ- 
ſion which is diſſipated. Her perſon and con- 
verſation have no longer thoſe charms for 
me, I once perceived in them. She ex- 
pects from me a tencerneſs I am inca- 
pable of. I ſee other women, gay and 
lively when their huſbands are abſent, and 
quite ſatisfied with their indifference when 
preſent. Their wit enlivens me, I am pleaſ- 
ed with their perſons, I cannot reſiſt their 
advances.— From my wife I experience 
only the anxieties of love, yet I believe 


her underſtanding is ſuperior to moſt wo- 


men's, She has too much ſweetneſs of 
temper, and ſenſibility of others pain to 
be a wit; yet I really believe 1 ſhould 
like her better if ſhe diverted me more. 

Would 
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Would to God I had never married! I am 
ſure my wife has reaſon for the ſame with, 
for where, with her delicate ſenſibility, could 
ſhe meet with a fellow mind? - What can 
you make of this unconnected letter, but that 
| am married to a too amiable woman, that 
Iam guilty of infidelity, miſerable, and the 
cauſe of miſery, Adieu! 


LETTER LXX. 


Lady RaymoND to Mrs. VILLAx«s. 


1 ſight of your letter, my dear and 

honoured mother, gave me a painful- 
ly-pleaſing emotion, Ah ! why was I ſo ſoon 
| Ceprived of the happineſs your preſence al- 
ways excites in me? Why, but becauſe my 
buſband was leſs ſolicitous to contribute to 
my ſatisfaction than I had reaſon to expect. 
Ah! madam, I do not enjoy that tender inter- 
courſe of foul with ſir John, which you have 
often ſo feelingly deſcribed, 1 flattered my- 
Yor. II. J. ſelf 


[ 
Ls 
90 
XR 
ul 
i l * 
1 
1 af] 
tk 4 
} } 4 
N 
i 7k 
' 1 
WH 
13 1 | 
WL f 
i. 
(+ **  & 
| 5 i 
! * 10 
. * * 
N 
Lack 
bw 4; 

F of 
tile wm, 
K. 7 
4 + an 

4 
NN 
MT 
l « 8, 
Wigs 
TIS G 
7 
1 11 
if. 
# $1 
ir 
3 ty 
) [} 
N 411 
an 
= 
7 þ © 
T | 

% 

= 
| 4+. 

\ 
= 
9 
| 4 1 

In TM. 

j! H 

HL! 

| 4 

11 4 
\ 1 9 
: 4 

| 10 
LY . 4 


* 
1 
* * 

1 Wi =_ 
f 11 
: (UE 

10 
nie 
1h, 


— — 


. 
W = . _ — — wy 
> — _ - — = — — — 
a 2 = 
5 * 22 
b . Yes - -— . — _— — 
= - - — —— _ — — Sn 4 


146 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 


ſelf with the hopes of finding the tenderneſs 
of my own heart repaid by a kindred mind.; 
but, alas ! fir John's is not that refined, that 
ever- ſedulous affection I wiſhed to inſpire ! 
Your unequalled merit, indeed, claimed an 
exalted return of love; and ſuch is the ſen- 
fibility of my heart, that I cannot be ſatis- 
fied without a reciprocal tenderneſs. 
Fearful my melancholy might diſpleaſe 
my huſband, and attending to the ſuggeſ- 
tions of reaſon and duty, ſerenity was ſoon re- 
ſtored to my breaſt. Sir John, for two days, 


behaved in a manner which encreaſed my 
love; but on the third he left me, and I ſaw 


him no more till one o'clock the next morn- 
ing. My joy at bis return made me fly to 
meet him, He appeared entirely indifferent, 
expreſſed no concern when I told him I 
had been uneaſy during his unexpected ab- 
ſence, nor ſhared my delight in meeting. He 
only aſked me why I fat up, and why! choſe 


to be alone, when I might have ſpent the 
5 HAD evening 
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evening with lady Egerton, or ſome. more 
gay acquaintance. How could you imagine 
| could be enough at eaſe, ſaid I, to enjoy 
converſation, while ignorant of your ſafety ? 
You mentioned no engagement, and I ex- 
pected your return every moment. 

He made no other anſwer, than that he 
ſhould often be from home, and he would 
have me partake-with my friends ſome of 
the public diverſions, and not be always fret- 
ting and crying at home, He then abruptly 
left me, I was ſo ſhocked at his manner and 
expreflions, that I burſt into tears. 

Ah! madam, is this the behaviour I muſt 
expect from a huſband whom I love? Muſt 
we ſrequent different places of amuſement ? 
And will he be always diſpleaſed when- I 
give him proofs of my affection? Surely my. 
late anxieties were prophetic ! I ſhall never 
more be happy ! Alas! I have ſcarcely ſeen 
him theſe five days. He breakfaſts. in his 
reſſing ropm, and goes out immediately af- 
| L2 ter 
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ter he is dreſt, ſeldom returns till dinner, and 
then I fee him no more till next morning, 
I obey bis commands and retire at eleven, 
but reſt T am unacquainted with, Lady 
Egerton and lady Maynwaring, who always 
find me alone, muſt be ſurprized at his ab- 
ſence ; but they are ſilent, and it is my duty 
to be ſo, 
Alas! if when “ the ſpirit is willing the 
fleſh is weak, how fatal may the conſequen- 


ces molt probably be, where the diſpoſition is 


prone to gallantry ! Perhaps I am too fearful, 
Were my huſband even to give me repeated 
promiſes of fidelity, I ſhould have fears leſt 
confidence in his own ſtrength fhould betray 
him into weakneſs, Now, fir John conſi- 
ders his errors as faſhionable gallantries; and 
perhaps, if he doubted his power of reſiſting 
temptations, I ſhould ſhare his fears, and 
think they aroſe from conviction of his awn 
weakneſs, 


Continual 
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Continual uneaſineſs has injured my 
health, and I am more altered than-you can 
imagine, Write frequently, my dear mo- 
ther, and without reſerve, There is no rea- 
ſon to fear your letters ſhould fall into fir 
John's hands; he is always abſent at the 
time they are brought, 

thank you, madam, for your parental 
advice, Alas ! the wretchedneſs of my ſitua- 


tion can be alleviated by your Jetters only. 


Pray for me, that I may be reſtored to hap- 
pineſs, or that my- fortitude may be equal to 
the ſevere trial, which ſeems to be the ap- 
pointment of providence for 
Your unhappy, 
but ever dutiful daughter, 
FLAVIA RAYMOND. 


P. S. I can't write at preſent to my bro- 
ther and ſiſter. Tell them I moſt fervently 
pray for the continuance of their happineſs, 
Oh ! that I could tell them I feel the felici- 
y they deſcribe ! 
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LETTER LXXI. 


Sir Jon RayMonD to GroRGE RANTLEY, 

"7 E. * 
ELL, George, I am not the hen- peck- 
ed huſband your prophetic ſpirit in- 
dicated, I am ſtill, and I believe ever ſhall 
be, an inconftant,—Let not the Beauty truſt 
to the power of her perſonal charms, for 
ſecuring an habitual rover who is become an 
huſband, for he will be more pleaſed with a 
new face than with a fine one that is fami- 
liar, I fwear I find it fo, and for mental ex- 
cellence it pleaſes us only, while the perſon 
is the object of admiration, If I was a mo- 
deft woman I ſhould be a very prudent one, 
I would never marry a rake, becauſe he 
would be infenſible of my real value; but 
lady Raymond was deceived..im my Charac- 
ter. My wife is allowed. to; be handſome, I 
know ſhe is amiable. It gratifies my vanity 
to ſee the admiration. ſhe excites, and the in- 
difference ſhe regards it with; ſhe treats me 
with 
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with fuch diſtinguiſhed preference as renders 
me the object of envy. I have ſometimes 


conſidered whether I could not be perfectly 


atisfied with a woman who is the idol of moſt 
cynnoifleurs in beauty: For a ſhort time 
whilſt vanity Teigns the paramount paſſion, 


and ſhe can ſupply food for it, perhaps 1 


might; but vanity is not my predominant 
failure, and if it were, it is gratified ſtill 
more pleaſingly. Love of the ſex is my foible. 
Though I am pleaſed with my wife for pla- 
cing a confidence in me, I am more inclined 
to abuſe it. I cannot ſee the young and 
beautiful without feeling a tender admira- 
tion, nor join in the mirth of the witty with- 
out indulging dangerous emotions. But 
when wit and beauty combine, how irreſii- 
tible are their force! To fix the attention 
of a gay coquet for whom humble lovers 


ligh in vain, would it not be a temptation to 


the moſt reſolute in virtue? I am ſure it re- 


quires more fortitude to reſiſt than I am maſ- ' 
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ter of, Here love (if I may call fo, a light, 
extinguiſhable, wavering flame) and vanity 
exult. Iam glad my wife is blind to my in- 
conſtancy. I could not bear the remon- 
ſtrances I own I ſomewhat deſerve. How 
impaſſible it is to be attentive to the eaſe of 
others when our own is deſtroyed, Why 
then, the friend of my ſoul would urge, do 
you not endeavour to recover it ?—Becauſe 
I know it is not the work of a day, and I 
have not ſufficient reſolution to accompliſh 
it, I have taſted the ſweets of virtuous love, 
but I have loſt my reliſh for it. I am now 
too guilty to enjoy it ; yet, perhaps I am not 
much more criminal than formerly ; I was 
then attached only to the profeſſedly immo- 
deſt, now I am divided between thoſe and 
the profeſſedly virtuous of the fair ſex, who 
yet are too volatile to be attentive to the pre- 
ſervation of their characters. In what cha- 
rafter will you conſider me? As much as 
one can be, who is not a friend to himſelf, 
I am yout's. 
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LETTE R LEXIL 


Mrs. ViLLARs, to Lady RAYMOND. 


OUR ſituation diſtreſſes me, my dear 
child, but | exhort you never to ins 
dulge deſpondency, and I can enforce the 
precept by my example. I feel the tendereſt 


participation in your misfortune, and offer 
up the moſt earneſt ſupplication for your. 


re-eſtabliſhed happineſs. 

Your huſband, my dear, was N 
under the rigid diſcipline of an auſtere fa- 
ther, and reſtrained from the amuſements 
frequented by others of his rank and age, 
which perhaps, becauſe they were forbidden, 


appeared more deſirable. Releaſed from his 


confinement he is faſcinated by pleaſures 
which at preſent retain all the attraction 
of novelty. He was captivated with your 
perſonal accompliſhments, and perhaps no 
otherwiſe affected by your virtues than with 
fears of loſing you by a diſhonourable ad- 

dreſs. 
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« dreſs, He has obtained poſſeſſion of your 
| + heart and hand, but probably he is ſtill in- 
' ſenſible to the charms of virtue. Your atten- 

- tion to me, and the melancholy which op- 
preſſed you even before my departure, might 
not only offend fir John, but render the 
gaiety of others more pleaſing. —To inſpire 
him with a love of virtue, you muſt not 
preach to him grave leſſons of morality, but 
indulge him in thoſe amuſements which 
have the ſanction of reaſon. A company of 
ſelect friends at home, and ſometimes an 
agreeable party abroad will diverfify the 
ſeene, and a well-choſen book will afford an 
hour of entertainment to the moſt volatile 
diſpoſition. Try theſe experiments, my dear 

- child, and do not doubt of their ſucceſs by 
perſeverance. Endeavour to appear chearful, 

be always ſtudious to oblige. To hope for 
| © better days,” ſays an excellent writer, - 
eis promiſing to deſerve them.” Remember 
that the duty of a wife.varies with the dii- 
poſition 
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poſition of her huſband. In a word, comply 
with your huſband's inclinations as far as 
you can do ſo without prejudice to virtue. 
Sir John is the object of your tendereſt re- 
card, and I hope his future conduct will 
prove him to be worthy of the preference 
you gave him. If you deſpair of his con- 
ſtancy, your love will abate, and your at- 
tempts to pleaſe him become unanimated. I 

believe, and hope you are the miſtreſs of his 
heart, and that you will guide its movements 
till it attain a ſettled habit of virtue; he will 

then prefer your converſation to any foreign 
amuſements, and his mind will be enlarged 
by a. mutual communication of ſentiments 
and opinions. 

I fatter myſelf you will ſoon confirm theſe 
delightful preſages, and that every future in- 
formation will delineate a perfect picture of 
connubial happineſs. Your brother and ſiſter 
rejoice in the hope that you have overcome 

your depreſſion of ſpirits at our parting. I 
have 
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have mentioned nothing of your ſubſt᷑quest 
uneaſineſs, 

Our affectionate reſpects attend you. I 
am ſhocked at the occaſion that requires me 
to write a letter unft for your hufband's pe- 
ruſal, and which I muſt intreat you to burn, 
to avoid a diſcovery of your having intruſt- 
ed me with ſuch a ſecret. I hope an unre- 


ſerved confidence in each other will ſoon be 


eſtabliſned between you. 

Farewel, my dear child] Put your truſt in 
God, and he will be either your ſupport or 
deliverer. 

Believe me to be 

Your ever tenderly affectionate mother, 
and faithful friend, 
SOPHIA VILLARS, 
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LETTER LAXTI. 
Lady RAYMoNnD to Mrs. VILLARS., 


Deareſt and ever honour'd MaDam. 

6 contents of my laſt letter entitled 

me to your compaſſion ; but J have 
reaſon to fear that the ſubject of this will 
incur your diſapprobation. Oh! my dear 
mother, I can no longer addreſs you with 
the delightful confidence of ſelf.eſteem. I 
am involved in all the bitterneſs of remorſe 
] am miſerable in that ſucceſs, from which 
I expected to be reſtored to happineſs | Un- 
worthy child of ſo excellent a parent | This 
is not my firſt offence againſt you and my 
own character; but ah ! madam, if you de- 
ſert me, I ſhall be wretched beyond redreſs. 
Can you forgive me? But you know not the 
nature of my fault, I will impart it with the 
utmoſt ſincerity. Alas ! the only attonement 


I can now make to you ! 


I fol- 
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I followed the advice in your letter. 1 
invited my friends and ſuch of my gay ac- 
quaintance as I knew were agreeable to dit 
John. I accompanied them to the Play- 
: houſe, &c, I appeared chearful, for J en- 
Ceavoured to baniſh.thought. Sir John was 
pleaſed, but not with me; he mixed. with the 
company at home, and I ſaw. him at public 
places, but he never went with me, nor took 
the leaſt notice of me. He ſeemed to conſi- 
der it as a breach of politeneſs to be ſeen with 
his wife. Judge, madam, what I ſuffered ! 
Several days paſſed in this manner, I was 


diſtreſſed at my ineffectual attempts; I knew 
not how to act] -A fatal deſign entered my 
imagination. I had- obſerved that Sir John 
look'd diſſatisfied, if he ſaw me converſing 
with any of his own ſex, and this obſerva- 
tion ſuggeſted to me a ſcheme, which ſuc- 
ceeded, and has made me miſerable. 
Amongſt the gentlemen who are acquaint- 
ed with my huſband, and perſonally known 


to 


THE: EXEMPLARY MOTAER» 159) 


to me, is one Sir William Burroughs. He 
is handſome, genteel, lively, and polite. He 
was at the play laſt Monday, and ſate in the 
ſame box with me. He addreſſed himſelf to 
me ſeveral times, Sir John who ſate in the 
oppoſite box with ſome ladies, ſaw us, and 
appeared viſibly diſconcerted. I own I tri- 
umphed at a. proof of jealouſy, which I 
thought manifeſted ſome remains of affec=- 
tion for me: deſirous to heighten it, I in- 
creaſed his fears. I talked with Sir William; 
I aſſumed an air of gaiety, and my huſband's 
uneaſineſs was ſo violent, that he left his 
company and entered our. box. Sir William 
accoſted him with his uſual freedom, but was 
anſwered coolly by my huſband ; who plac- 
ing himſelf near me, gazed on me with ſuch 
an air of apprehenſive tenderneſs, that I ex. 
ulted in my ſucceſs, | | 

Sir William, who imagined, I ſuppoſe, 
that he had made a conqueſt, addreſſed to me 
a ſuperfluity of compliments, but I could 

no 
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no longer trifle with Sir John's uneaſineſs. 
I aſked him if he choſe to fit on the front 
| feat, and made room for him. His eyes 
ſparkled with that tender joy which uſed to 
animate them, when he profeſſed himſelf my 
lover. I endeavoured to convince him by 
my behaviour, that my heart was firmly at- 
tached to him; but as the formidable Sir 
William ſtill fluttered about me, he did not 
reſume his uſual chearfulneſs that evening, 
Yeſterday he attended me to a private con- 
cert: Sir William Burroughs happened to 
be preſent, who ſpoke to me with ſuch a 
confident air, that I was convinced I had 
been guilty of great imprudence. I ſhunned 
him with the utmoſt care; but finding he 
perſiſted in purſuing me with hateful profeſ- 
| frons of love, (Oh ! how am 1 fallen from 
the dignity of virtue!) I pretended illneſs, 
and begged of Sir John to ſee me home; he 
complied, with an eagerneſs that expreſſed his 
diſlike of Sir William's aſſiduities. 
Since 
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Since this affair, my huſband has treated 


me with the moſt engaging tenderneſs ; but 


my heart ſo accuſes me for encouraging this 
coxcomb, and ſporting with my huſband's 
anxiety, that his preſent behaviour afflicts 
me more than his late unkindneſs.— Alas 
madam, to what do | owe his preſent attach- 
ment? He is not recalled by the love of vir- 


tue; he is uninfluenced by the dictates of re- 


ligion;-I am not the object of his eſteem, but 
the inſpirer of a mere tranſient paſſion. He 
fears to loſe me, yet perhaps, vanity rather 
than love cauſes his jealouſy; and when his 
fears ſubſide, his indifference will return, But 
whatever happens, I am determined to pre- 
ſerve a ſteady adherence to my duty. 

If any change appear in my huſband, 1 
will acquaint you with it. Will a ſincere 


contrition for my offence entitle me to hope 
forgiveneſs? Be aſſured I feel the molt live- 
ly penitence ' Ah! mad am, reſtore to me your 
good opinion, without which I have an ad- 

Vol. . II. M dition 
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ditional reaſon toſubſcribe myſelf, my dear 5 
honoured parent, 


Your unhappy daughter, 
FLAVIA RAYMOND, 


LETTER LW. 


Sir JokN RaymonD to GEORGE 
RANTLEY, Eſq. 


0? you attribute my filence to ſome new 

amour, —Faith, George, there has been 
ſomething nove] in my late attachment. 
Can you believe it? My wife has been the 
cauſe of my neglecting to write. Deſpairing, 
I ſuppoſe, of the ſucceſs of any other means, 
ſhe attempted to regain my heart by exciting 
my jealouſy, Her plot ſucceeded, the gud- 
geon was terribly wounded by the hook, 
My vanity was piqued, and I really believe 
' ſome ſparks of love were rekindled. She 


perceived it, and for a time enjoyed my un- 
caſineſs, But her natural ſweetneſs ſoon in- 
Auenced 
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Auenced her to confer my peace to every 
other conſideration. For a few days ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed my undivided attention, but ſecurity 
again produced indifference; and, to confeſs 
a truth to you, I now am unfaithful with 


leſs compunction than ever, for my wife is 


degraded in my efteem. I will tell you how 
1 reconcile the matter to myſelf; Lady 
Raymond in this trial of her power muſt aſ- 


ſume the appearance of a coquet, and encou- 


rage the addreſs of men of gallantry. Is this 
the part of rigid virtue? Can ſhe afterwards 
repel their attacks? Experience teaches me 
the whole force of this argument.—There- 
fore, if the end be laudable, the means were 
erroneous. She was alſo actuated by a lurk- 
ing vanity, a dependence on her own 
charms, which I did not think her capable 
of, I have heard many good women ſay, 
Oh! if their huſbands were unfaithful they 
would make them endure the torments they 


occaſioned, And fo the dear creatures, moſt 
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of them to gratify revenge, a few to ſecure 
their huſband's conſtancy, render themſelves 
unworthy of their eſteem and affection. No 
wife has a chance of her huſband's regard, 
who does not endeavour to-excel in every 
good quality; for as to mere beauty, it is 
only-inoffenſive in a wife. Where. men have 
good diſpoſitions, I have know them over- 
come faſhionable follies, and become very 
much attached to their wives if really amt- 
able. But theſe examples are very rare. As to 
my wife, I do not believe ſhe indulged a ſpirit 
of revenge; but I think that if ſhe imaginet 
it neceſſary to revive my love by jealouſy, 
ſhe muſt have determined to preſerve this 
flame by adding freſh fuel. Oh ! prudence, 
what a dupe wert thou in this affair, I ſaw 
my wife eondemed her own conduct even be- 
fore I ſhewed its inefficacy by my behaviour. 
I do feel ſome pity for her, and yet I can't 
help rejoicing, that ſhe is not wholly faultleſs. 


Her errors ſeem to juſtify mine, I did once 
think 
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think, George, of following the example of a 
royal pair, but it is not ſufficiently faſhion- 
able to conquer an habitual inconſtancy. 
The wife of a libertine ſhould be particular- 
ly attentive to the preſervation of her cha- 
rafter, Her ſituation is more dangerous, and 
her huſband expects her to be more free from 
faults than any. We will not debate how 
reaſonable the expeCtation is. It is ſufficient 
for me, and ought to be for the ladies, that 
it is univerſally expected. Adieu, George. 
I am, your's, &c. 


J. RAYMOND. 


EET TER I. 


Lady MAYNWARING to Sir RICHARD 
MAYNWARING, 


ON'T expect to be addreſt in the ten- 
der dialet, I make no profeſſions. 
| hate the very name of love entirely 
give vp the prophetic art. Sir John Ray- 
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mond is an odious fellow. I deteſt him. Re- 


collect ing I had not ſeen Lady Raymond 


for more than a fortnight, I this morning 
walked up to her houſe, and introduced my- 
ſelf without form, She was at breakfaſt 
alone in her dreſſing room. Her looks were 
pale and emaciated, Well, my dear, ſaid I, 
where is your ſpouſy? I have not ſeen Sit 
John, anſwered ſhe, ſince yeſterday morn- 
ing; and to confeſs tne truth, I am very un- 
eaſy on that account. —But he told you, 


without doubt, of his engagement, and then 


you ſhould conquer all uneaſineſs for a ſhort 
. abſence, You don't expect, nor I hope, de- 


fire, he ſhould always be with you. Sir Ri- 
chard has left me for a whole fortnight, | 
love the good man, but I am perfectly caſy 
without him, 

Indeed, Lady Maynwaring, replied my 
friend, though Sir John's company is always 
agreeable to me, yet Lam not ſo unteaſonable 


as to wiſh be ſhould give up any amuſement. 


But 
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Put he leaves me without imparting his de- 
fn; ſurely this is unkind, 

Whilſt we were talking, Sir John came 
in. Good morning to you, Lady Maynwa- 
ring, faid he; this is an unuſual favour, 
What are you ſtill a widow? But you are 
one of the gay world. You are not a domeſ- 
tic animal—He did not pay the leaſt atten- 
tion to his lady, who I ſaw was affected. 
She tried to diſperſe a tear, and reached out 
ber hand, My dear, ſaid ſhe, with great emo- 
ion, you neglect your poor Flavia, Pho! 
prithee, Lady Raymond, ſaid he, in an au- 
thoritative tone, and throwing himſelf into a 
diſtant chair, it is time to give over theſe 
ſooleries.—Y ou was at Lady Newport's rout 
Jaſt night, Is not Miſs Newport a divine 
creature, madam ? to me, | 

The wretch ſhocked me. He appeared 
entirely indifferent from his former ſelf, He 
law his Jady's uneaſineſs, but ſaw it without 
Cſturbance, Oh! if he had been my huſband, 
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how I would have tyrannized in my turn! 


He added, Will your ladyſhip permit me 
to eſcort you to the play this evening ?—lIf 
Lady Raymond chuſes to go, Sir, ſaid I, it 
will give me pleaſure to accompany her, My 
heart diſdained the fellow. He looked con- 
founded, and I continued: — As little of the 
domeſtic animal as you think me, Sir, I ſel- 
dom go to public places without my huſ- 
band, But then, indeed, he is no Baſhaw. 
He is neither apiſhly fond, nor faſhionably 
aſhamed of his wife, 

Sir John appeared ſtill more diſconcerted, 
when luckily for him, ſome ladies entered, 
and gave a turn to the converſation. They 
were Court- belles, who came only to coquet 
with the huſband, and to inſult the wife by 
exciting her jealouſy. One young flitt was 
ſo horridly provoking, that J could not help 
correcting her. She was talking of the two 
younge/t Mr 8— s. Pray, Miſs, ſaid I, which 
is the younge/? of the two? Mr, Edmund, ſhe 

3 believed 
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believed. Then I preſumed Mr. John wes 


not the youngeſi. The girl looked like a ſim- 
pleton, but ſoon recovered, and began to re- 


ozle Sir John. She even attempted to be wit- 
ty; but 1 once more ſilenced, and made her 
pout by telling her, her wit ſeem'd rather 
out of humour. 1 was in hopes her volubility 
would have revived no more, but it ſoon 
broke forth again, She praiſed a moſt egre- 
gious fop, He was a ſweet fellow, had a 
moſt bewitching taſte in dreſs, was not only 
lively but ſenſible. She thought Miſs B— a 
happy creature to attract his notice. I never 
heard before,«aid I, of Mr. L-—'s ſenſe; 
but I believe Miſs B— will ſoon make him 
ſenſible that ſhe deſpiſes a fop and a coxcomb, 

Oh! ſhe was aſtoniſhed at my want of 
taſte, Truly, Miſs, ſaid I, my taſte is too 
refin'd to reliſh ſuch a meſs of inſipidity, af- 
fectation and folly ; whether cover'd by a 
ſcarlet coat, or a tiſſue petticoat, they are 
equally my averſion, 


| This 
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This hint could not be miſtaken, The girl 
was abaſhed into ſilence, but her countenance 
glowed with malice and reſentment. Sir 
John too was humbled | into diffidence. The 
Jadies were tired with his taciturnity, and 


| ſoon took leave. He eſcorted them to the 
coach, and returned no more. 


Lady Raymond attempted to calm her 
own uneaſineſs, and to excuſe her huſband, 
by indulging an imagination that ſomething 
abroad. had diſturbed him, which he con- 
cealed from tenderneſs. I was too prudent to 
deſtroy her hopes, but I ſaw ic was ſome 
ſubtle demon at home in his own breaf! that 
haunted him. I left Lady Raymond rather 
more eaſy. 
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upon compariſon riſes to the highe/t degree in 
the barometer of my opinion; you muſt en- 
deavour not to fall down to changeable. | 
This Raymond was one of the paſſionate 
lavera. © Oh! he could never be happy till 
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*« Miſs Villars was his wife, Twas mere 
ei exiſtence, not life, without her.“ We are 
apt to think love profeſſions as true as goſ- 
pel, when alas ! they are in general merely 
apocryphal. Sis John was ſmitten with a fine 
form which “ ſoon grew familiar” - 
were violently enamoured with my face, 
ſhape and graces, and yet we are tolerably 
happy. We live a kind of —** as it were 
zawniſh, very frequently, but never quarrel- 
ſome, But you aimired my livelineſs, and 
pray do me the juſtice to own ] am {til} very 
entertaining. We taſte none of the exquilite 
delights of refined lovers, but then we eſcape 
their painful ſenſibilities. , I would not ex- 
change ſituations with any perſon. There's 
for you, Sir Richard. Only continue as 
good as you are now, and TI ſhall find no 
difficulty in remaining 
Your dutiful and affectionate wife, 
ANNE MAYNWARING, 
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P. S. I ſhan't be ſorry to ſee you at home 
again, 


LETTER LEXVI. 
Lady RAYMON D to Mrs, ViLLars, 


1 PROMISED to write to my dear mo- 
ther if any change appeared in Sir John: 
A change there is indeed, but my ſufferings 
are now deſerved. Good God] that an huſ- 
band ſhould be the inflictor ! 

Sir William Burroughs ſoon perceived 
that I deſpiſed him, and ceafed to follow me. 
My huſband, relieved from farther appre- 
henſions, has relapſed into his former indif- 
ference ; but I have deprived myſelf of the 
right of complaint! Yet it was not vanity, it 
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was not malice, revenge, nor contempt, that 
incited me, as my behaviour afterwards 
might have convinced him, It was the hope 
of reviving his tenderneſs, Alas ! he felt for 
me a paſſion too impetuous to be permanent, 
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and his late appearance of affection was, as 
J feared, only the effect of an alarmed vanity. 
My mis fortunes have taught me to examine 
the motives of my actions. Ambition firſt 
pleaded Sir John's cauſe; a paſſion too fo- 
reign from my natural diſpoſition to be laſt- 
ing. His aſſiduous tenderneſs, the ſince- 
rity of his attachment, which was apparent 
from the ſuperiority of his rank and fortune; 
the agreeableneſs of his perſon, all conſpired 
in his favour, and I ſurrendered my heart to 
a ſecond intruder; my love was leſs violent, 
but more rational than my firſt inclination, 
The thoughts of parting from you, allayed 
the happineſs of an union, which ſeemed to 
be cemented by mutual affection, You 
know the reſt. I have only to add a requeſt, 
that I may receive an anſwer immediately, 
Perhaps your wiſdom may propoſe ſome me- 
thod of alleviating the diſtreſs of 
Your dutiful and affectionate, 
tho? diſtreſſed daughter, 
FLAVIA RAYMOND, 
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LETTER LXXVII. 
Mrs. VILLARS to Lady RAYMOND, 


My DEAR DAUGHTER, 


Wo blame your Jate inadvertence with 
ſo much ſeverity, that though I mu 


diſapprove, I cannot condemn, Endeavour 
to conquer the melancholy that now oppreſ- 
ſes you, and try to convince fir John, that 
-however miſtaken you were in the means, 
the end propoſed was the recovery of his af- 
fections. It is certain, that a woman whoſe 
huſband is known to be gays and to behave 
to her with indifference, cannot be too cir- 
um ſpect in her conduct to the men, leſt ſhe 
encourage an improper addreſs, Sir John, 
conſcious he had not behaved to you in a 
manner due to your merit, was alarmed at 
the diſtinction with which you treated fir 
William Burroughs, It is moſt probabie his 
love revived with his fears, for J really think 

: | vanity 
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vanity had the leaſt ſhare in his emotions. 
I muſt confeſs, he does not ſeem to be actua- 
ted by thoſe refined ſentiments which are the 
ſupport of the tender paſhon; but if you 
perſevere in your attempts to pleaſe, you will 
implant in his breaſt the ſeeds of virtue, and 
be rewarded with the fruits, 

Your expectations of matrimonial felicity 
were not derived from your general obſerva- 
tions on life, You formed an idea of man- 
kind from that pattern of conſummate excels 
lence, your dear father ; but I believe I may 
truly ay, „I neer ſhall look upon his like 
„again.“ All conditions when eſtabliſhed 
in virtue are conſiſtent with human happineſs; 
but none are free from natural evils, leſt we 
forget that we are only probationers for eterni= 
ly, Remember, my dear, that human nature 


is © made perfect through ſufferings,” and 


that a ſuperior degree of bliſs will be the re- 
ward of ſuperior virtue.--To contemn afickle 


lover is meritorious, but to reclaim an un- 
faith#- 
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faithful huſband is an exalted proof of vit- 
tue,—Your prudent deportment to the men, 
will ſoon be an aſſurance to fir John of your 
juſt claim to his eſteem. Your affiduous, 
unremitted endeavour to oblige him, cannot 
eſcape his obſervation, nor be obſerved with- 
out exciting a paſſion more tender than gra- 
titude. Take comfort then, my dear Fla« 
via; I applaud your determination of acting 
in a ftrict conformity with your duty. Be 
aſſured, that if it be even poſſible (which! 
cannot ſuſpect) for your huſband to remain 
inſenſible to the united efforts of virtue, 
ſweetneſs and beauty, you will preſerve that 
delightful ſelf- approbation, for the loſs of 
which nothing can be offered as an equiva- 
lent. 

Your brother and ſiſter will be in town 
a few hours after this letter, having le- 
ceived intelligence that Mr, Leiceſter is 
dangerouſly ill, I hope their preſence 


will enliven your ſpirits, and have a ſalu- 
| tary 
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tary effect upon your health. Do not make 
a confidant of either, Your duty requires: 


from you the preſervation of your huſband's 


honour, 

If you give me a pleaſing information of 
yourſelf, perhaps 1 may congratulate in per- 
lon your recovered ſerenity, 

I am, my deareft child, 
your ever affectionate mother, 
and truly ſympathizing friend, 
SOPHIA VILLARS. 


LET TER LXXVIII. 


Lady EGERToN to Mrs, VILLARs. 


Mr pear FRiEnD! 

Feel a concern equal to my affection for 
you, at the thought of wounding your 
peace; and 1 would not be the intelligencer 


al unwelcome. tidings, if 1 did not believe 


that the means of redreſs are in your power 
ly. Alas, madam, lady Raymond is not 
Vol. II. N happy! 
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happy ! Sir John is not the man our wiſhes 
repreſented-him. Her tears and altered looks 
gave me reaſon to think ſhe had ſome latent 
cauſe of uneaſineſs, of which I am now con- 
vinced, . 

Veſterday having ſeen fir John paſs my 
door in his chariot, I went to fit an hour 
with lady Raymond, I never ſend up my 
name, and as I went before the time of fa- 
ſhionable viſits, I entered the dreſſing room 
without ceremony. My friend was not there. 
I met her woman on the ſtairs, who told me 
her lady was in her own chamber, and ſhe 
believed would not like any company, for ſhe 
had locked her door and would not admit ber. 


J rapped gently, in hopes lady Raymond 


might wiſh to ſee an intimate friend, and 


on hearing my voice ſhe unlocked the door. 
he attempted to conceal her face, but 
her ſpeech betrayed her. I ventured to prels 
her to conſide in me. She then turned on 


me her eyes, which were ſwelled and red, 


and 
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and the moſt agonizing diſtreſs was painted 
on her countenance, Her tears flowed afreſh 
at my ſolicitations, but ſhe remained ſilent, 
At laſt, wringing her hands with a diſtracted 
air, Oh! do not aſk me, ſaid ſhe, left I in-, 
creaſe by my own miſconduct the weight of 
my misfortunes ! - Your looks are a tacit 
confeſſion, anſwered I; ſir John is certainly 
unfaithful.— To what indignities, exclaim'd , 
the weeping ſufferer, have I been ſubjected 
My own woman has inſulted me! My 
huſband has forſaken me! I cannot conceal | 
it.—My heart will break, if I deny it this 
tranſient relief, —But, oh ! all you can do, is 
only to.pity me! 2 
T uſed every argument my friendſhip ſug- | 
geſted, to alleviate her affliction, but all 
were ineffectual.— Her eyes were covered 
with an handkerchief, and her ſobs pierced 
my ſoul. The violence of her grief at length | 
deprived her of the ſenſe of ſuffering, and ſhe 
ſunk back in her chair. Alarmed at this 


N 2 ſight, 
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ſight, I was going to ſummon her woman, 
but a moment's recollection made me alter 
my purpoſe, It was ſome time before ſhe re- 
covered: your letter was brought up ſoon af- 
ter; I took it at the door not chuſing lady 
Raymond ſhould be ſeen. She ſnatched and 
kiffed it eagerly. My brother and ſiſter are 
coming to town to ſee Mr, Leiceſter, ſaid 


ſhe, and my mother gives me ſome reaſon to 
think ſhe deſigns following them, but alas ! 
upon conditions beyond my power, This 
information ſome weeks ago would have 
made me compleat!y happy, but now I wiſh 
only to be releaſed from life, and to ſpare 
my friends the pain of ſeeing my miſery.— 
Then pauſing - have betrayed my huſband! 
added ſhe, my mother recommends to me ſe- 
crecy, even to theſe dear relations, and I have 
betrayed my huſb ind I— Mrs. Villars, ſaid I, 
was fearful the knowledge of ſir John's un- 
kindneſs might occaſion a quarrel between 
him and your brother, to the entire deſtruc- 
tion 
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tion of the family's peace, but ſhe does not 
extend the caution to me,—T then requeſtet 
ſhe would give her reaſons for ſuſpecting her 
huſband. She told me, ſhe had been convin- 
ced for ſome time that his heart was eſtranged 
from her, but had no fuſpicion of the object 
of his preſent attachment till that morn- 
ing; when on giving her woman a gentle re- 
buke for repeated negligence, ſhe anſwered 


in ſo inſolent a manner as aſtoniſned, and 


even terrified her; that ſhe had ſcarcely 
power to bid her leave the room. The room- 
maid hearing lady Raymond's woman ſpeak 
in an elevated tone, went into the chamber, 
and was ſurpriſed to find her lady the perſon 
ſpoken to, but dropt a hint, that it was no 
wonder Mrs. Jewſon was ſo ſaucy, when ſhe 
met with ſuch encouragement, Lady Ray- 
mond haftily afked, from whom? and tlie 
maid anſwered, that to her certain know- 
ledge, fir John and Mrs, Jewfon met every 
day at a milliner's, for that ſhe had watched 
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them, = The poor lady's narration was ins 
terrupted by ſobs and tears. She concluded 
with telling me, ſhe fell into fainting fits on 
hearing the maid's dreadful ſtory:— That 
ſhe was juſt recovered from one, and had diſ- 
miſſed the ſervant with injunctions of ſilence 
when I went up. 

I ſtaid the evening with lady Raymond, 
who continued extremely dejected. When I 


begged of her to apply to you for advice, 
ſhe anſwered, her date of life would be fo 


ſhort, ſhe ſometimes thought of writing on- 


ly a laſt adieu.—I will now lay down my 
pen, and not conclude my letter till to-mor- 


TOW, 
0-40 #-S 


I am this moment returned from lady 
Raymond. I found her in bed, and knew by 
her looks, before ſhe told me, that ſhe had no 
reſt laſt night,—Indeed, my dear Mrs, Vil- 
lars, I muſt intreat your immediate preſence. 

I tremble for the event: Lady Raymond is 
: certainly 
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certainly in danger, if ſir John perſiſts in his 
cruel neglect. Mr, Villars's love for his 
ſiſter may engage him in a quarrel with her 
unkind huſband,” Come then, deareſt ma- 
dam, immediately. Do not think me im- 
pertinently officious. I have ſaid more than 1 
ought to ſo tender a parent; but be aſſured, 
my love for you, and this dear ereature, oc» 
caſions ſo lively a zeal, The happineſs of 
your family-is really eſſontial to the comple» 
tion of her's, who is, 


Dear Mrs. Villars, 
Jour affectionately faithfut, 


E. EGERTON; 


LET TER LXXIX.. 


Mr. VIII ARS to Mrs, VitLaARs: 
Dear and honour'd MAD Ax. 
HC be praiſed, I can give you a ſa- 
tisfactory account of my father's ſitu- 
ation, We found his fever much abated laſt 
night on our arrival, and this day he has had 
7 | no 
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no return of it. I deferred till this morning 
_ viſit to my ſiſter, when leaving my Ifabella 
with her father, I took coach to fir John 
Raymond's. Even your fortitude, madam, | 
will be ſhaken by my information; but, as 1 
muſt beg you will follow us to town, it is 

neceſſary I ſhould prepare you for a me- 
lancholy interview. 

I aſked if my ſiſter was at t home; the ſer- 
vant told me ſhe was confined to her cham- 
ber by illneſs, You had informed me ſhe 
was not quite well, Eager to ſee her, and 
thinking you had prepared her to expect me, 
I determined to go without ceremony to her 
drefſing-room, I entered and found no per- 
ſon there; but as the door of her bed - cham- 
ber was open I ſoftly ſtept to it. Good God ! 
madam, how impoſſible is it to expreſs what 
I felt on ſeeing my ſiſter! Aſtoniſhment and 
grief rendered me ſpeechleſs, and I flood 
ſome minutes unobſerved, She was laid 
1 2 couch; her face was bathed in 

tears, 


\ P 
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tears, her air dejected, and every feature 


diſcompoſed, 
Sir John was lolling careleſly on the win- 


dow ſoat, humming a tune; his eyes fixed on 


a young woman who ſtood by my ſiſter, and 
who ſeemed quite inſenſible to the ſadneſs of 
that dear object of my attention, I ſhall go 


down to my drefiing-room, child, faid he, 


caſting a look of indifference on lady Ray- 
mond. I ftarted on hearing him ſpeak, and 
they then ſaw me. I ran to my ſiſter and 
embraced her. She was too weak to ſupport 
the emotion of joy, but fainted in my arms. 
The young perſon, whom I how recollected 
to be my ſiſter's woman, took up à bottle of 
water with ſuch compoſure, that I fnatched 
it from her, For Heaven's fake, fir John, 
faid I, what is the matter with this dear crea- 
ture She has been in a low ſpirited way 


" ſome time, anſwered he, a good deal eonfu- 


fed ; ene e 1 
would have her. | 
Whilſt 
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Whilſt I was employed in aſſiſting the wo- 
man to recover my ſiſter, fir John flipped 
down ſtairs ;-Lady Egerton came up ſoon af- 
ter; ſhe ſaw my uneaſmeſs. Your ſiſter, 
ſaid ſhe, is in a very weak condition, Lon- 
don does not agree with her, I believe. I 
hope Mrs, Villars will be here ſhortly, and 
prevail upon lady Raymond to accompany 
her into the country. 

| was too much di ſordered to anſwer. My 
ſiſter's condition pierced me to the ſoul, Her 
ſenſes returned, when giving me a look of 
inexpreſſible anguiſh, Ah] brother, I am 
unable to enjoy your converſation, ſaid ſhe, 
faintly -I can ſcarcely ſpeak-—How does 
my dear ſiſter ?= Give me one embrace, and 
let me ſee, you again when I am better. 

I found ſhe was not then-defirous of de- 
taining me, and claſping.her to my breaſt, 
I begged ſhe would endeavour to reſume her 
uſual ſerenity, which would.ſoon — 
her health. | 
On 
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On leaving her I ſtept into fir John's 
dreſſing-room. He had put on his hat and 
ſword to go out. His colour changed on ſee- 
ing me. Surely, ſir John, ſaid J, my ſiſter is 
in a dangerous ſtate, Has ſhe had any ad- 
vice? Upon my ſoul, anfwered he, ſhe is a 
little unaccountable, It is a nervous com- 
plaint. She is too much alone... ſhall ſee 
Doctor B——, he ſhall viſit her.— He then 
called his man and told him he wanted his 
attendance. Im a light manner he bad me 
good-morrow, and ran down immediately. 
His behaviour offends me. But my ſiſter 
claims all my attention. Was Iſabella in 
her weak condition, I ſhould—Great God! 
the very thought almoſt diſtracts me! Yet 
fir John is unmoved by his wife's ſufferings. 
T love my ſiſter with more than fraternal af- 
fection, and am aſtoniſhed at his indiffe- 
rence, 


188 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER: 


My beſt beloved is, gone to lady Ray- 
mond. I will not clcſe my letter till ſhe 


comes home. 
* S + „ * ® 
Mrs. Villars gives me a melancholy rela- 


tion. If any thing can effect my ſiſter's re- 
covery, it will be your preſence, Lady Eger- 
ton and my father requeſt that you would fa- 
vour them with your company, and conſider 
their houſes as your home; but I know your 
tenderneſs will not permit you to leave my 
ſiſter til} ſhe is better. I am, deareſt madam, 
(with wiſhes you may find us all happier) 
Your dutiful ſon, 
FREDERICK VILLARS, Il 
P. S. Accept our beſt reſpects. 


LETTER LXXX. 
Lady Raymond to Mes. ViLLAats. 


Deareſt, ever honoured Maran, 


Fs. the weakneſs of your daugh- 
ter, who cannot deny herſelf the melan- 
| choly 
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choly conſolation of taking a laſt farewell! I 
ſhall give you pain in telling you the awful 
moment of my diſſolution is very near. That 
perhaps before this letter reaches you I ſhalt 
be no more! But do not, madam, lament 
my death. Alas! I was not formed for con- 
jugal felicity. Born with a heart too tender, 
and indulged by your goodneſs in every with, 
expected the ſame ever- aſtduous affection 
would actuate the huſband of my choice. 
Deluſwe hope | which unprepared me for the 
natural vieiſſitudes of the human diſpoſition. 
Any degree of tenderneſs in my huſband 
inferior to my own, would have prevented. 
my enjoying perfect happineſs; at leaſt that 
refined delight, of which I had formed the 
moſt exalted ideas: but, indeed, madam, I 
think that though 1 might have ſuffered from 
a huſband's want of equal ſenſibility, yet I 
could have conquered, my uneaſinefs, and. 
deen reconciled to a conſtitutzonai inequali- 
ty 
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ty of tenderneſs, whilſt aſſured of his con- 
fant affection; but to think that fir John's 
infidelity deſtroys not only. my temporal, but 
endangers his eternal happineſs, what wife, 
who wiſhes her huſband. to become partaker 
of her future felicity, can with fortitude 
ſupport the reflection? 

When I had fixed my determination to 
become ſir John Raymond's wife, I ſome- 
times feared my want of merit would ſub- 
ject me to the misfortune I now experi- 

ence; but this apprehenſion did not dwell 

upon my mind. A ſeparation from you 
was my moſt poignant affliction. Sir John 
was diſpleaſed at my melancholy, Ah! 
could he fear that a tender, dutiful child, 
would make a leſs affectionate wife ? No; 
his heart is incapable of a faithful attach · 
ment. — But whillt I accuſe my huſband, 
I forget to confeis-my own imprudence, 1 
have made lady Egerton my confidant, 
Vet diſobedience to you does not aggra- 
vate 
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vate my faults. I had diſcloſed the ſad ſecret. 


before I received your letter. My woman, 
who is one cauſe of my ſufferings, alarmed 
by guilt, acquainted fir John with her fears 
that I had complained to'lady Egerton. He 
inſulted me in Jewſon's preſence, 'Even my 
weak ſtate of health did not excite his com- 
paſſion, My brother ſurprized me in tears. 
What can he think?—Good God! what 


dreadful diſturbance may I occaſion! I am 


unable to ſupport the horrid thought. 
e @ 2 


I was conſtrained to lay aſide my pen 
for a few minutes. Your prudence, ma- 
dam, can allay the vehemence of anger, 
— The -unhappy diſturber of your tran- 


quillity, and the object of fir John's aver- 


lion, will ſoon ceaſe to afflict you and diſ- 
guſt him. | 


Farewell! my ever honoured mother! 


Oh God l *tis terrible to think that I ſhall 
fee you no more in this world! yet 'tis 


' 
TRY 
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beſt it ſhould be ſo, Farewell! I will not 
add for ever, for we ſhall meet again in 
eternity! | | 


LETTER LXXXI. 

Lady EGcgrToN to Mrs. STAMFORD, 
My DEAR Chir p, | 
C7 OU defire me to be very particular in 
" my information of the preſent ſtate of 
Lady Raymond's health. I fear ſhe has but 


few days to live. What arayage has diſtreſs 


made in her fine frame! And in how ſhort a 
Mrs. Villars arrived in town this evening, 


and came directly to my houſe. Her looks 


gave me a faithful copy of her mind. She was 
ſpeechleſs for ſeveral minutes, and I was in- 


capable of breaking the awful ſilence.— At 


length, ſhe uttered—My child! my child! 
Tears were my only anſwer, but ſhe under- 


ſtood their meaning. I muſt ſee her, contin- 


view!?I will follow. you, 
I ordered 
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I ordered my coach immediately to lady 
Raymond's, and found her in better ſpirits - 
than I had ſeen her for ſeveral days. After 4 
1 had been ſeated a few minutes, I have 
written ſaid ſhe, a laſt farewell to my dear 
mother; but merhinks F wiſh to fee her 
once again. I have a thouſand things to 
mention, which I could not write, and I 
would expire in her arms, 75 

This was a good opportunity of diſcloſing 
my errand, Could you, anſwered I, ſupport 
the fight of Mrs, Villars? Would not the 
joy be too much for you? Not at all, reſum- 
ed ſhe, eagerly ; indeed I could bear it, Per- 
haps, ſhe is come. Tell me truly, lady Eger- 
ton, You look as if you brought good news.. 

| ventured then to inform her, that Mrs, 
Villars was really in town, and I believed 
would' be with her in a few moments. 
Lady Raymond's eyes ſparkled with that 
intelligence which uſed to animate them; 
ſhe lifted them to Heaven, and claſping 
Ne O her 
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ber hands, exclaimed in a joyful tone, I 


thank thee ! O my God! Every wiſh is ac- 


compliſhed in this gracious permiſſion, 

I left her, and waited in the dining-room 
my friend's arrival. She ſoon appeared, I 
conducted her to lady Raymond's apartment. 
Mrs. Villars had collected all her fortitude, 
and appeared with ſuch a dignity of ſorrow, 
as commanded reſpectful admiration, even 
more than tender ſympathy, Lady Ray- 
mond, with an emotion too powerful for her 
weakneſs, threw herſelf at her mother's feet, 
All the parent was then conſpicuous in Mrs, 
Villars. She embraced her daughter with 
the utmoſt affection; then raiſing her, and 
gazing eagerly upon her, a viſible diſcompo- 
ſure took poſſeflion of her features, Lady 
Raymond had fallen into a fit, It is impoſ- 
ſible for my pen to paint this ſcene, My 
heart was never ſo painfully agitated. 

It was with difficulty we recovered the 


poor lady. My friend and I helped her 
0 
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to bed, from whence [ fear ſhe will never | 
riſe again, —She fixed her eyes ſtedfaſtly on 
her mother, and held her hand to her lips, 


but could not ſpeak for ſome time, When 
ſhe had regained ftrength, Mill you ſtay 
with me, madam ? ſaid ſhe: Will you ren- 
der me the laſt kind offices? Mrs. Villars 
could not anſwer. We fat down on the bed- 
fide, and lady Raymond ſunk inſenſibly into 
a gentle ſtumber, My friend expreſſed a de- 
fire of knowing whether fir John was at 
home; I told her that neither he nor Mrs: 
Jewſon had been ſeen for ſome days, She 
determined not to leave her daughter's houſe ; 
but, as ſhe was fatigued with her journey, I 
inſiſted on her going to bed, and promiſed 
to ſtay with lady Raymond till my uſual bed 
time, when my woman ſhould come and fit 
up with her. Mrs. Villars ſent a line to-her 
ſon, requeſting to ſee him and his lady to- 
morrow morning. 
S * * * * 


O2 Lady 
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Lady Raymond had a tolerable night; 
Mr. and Mrs. Villars have been here, and 
promiſe to return again in the afternoon, 


„ % © #S $ | 
T have been preſent at an intereſting con- 


verſation, Lady Raymond called us to her 
| bed-ſide afrer breakfaſt, My dear mother, 
ſaid the, in a faint, but articulate voice, an- 
ſwer without reſerve the queſtion I am go- 
ing to alk you. Was I not blameable in diſ- 
cloſing even to you, my huſband's unkind- 
neſs? It is of conſequence to my peace, that 
you ſhoule be perfectly ingenuous. 

I will be ſo, my deareſt Flavia, replied 
Mrs, Villars. Your information certainly 
leſſen'd my good opinion of fir John; and 
it is the duty of a wife to place her huſband's 
actions in the moſt advantageous light, 
There are faults in a huſband, by which a 
| wife ought not to be the ſufferer, but none 
which can juſtify her for rendering him an 
object of contempt, Perſons in your unhap- 
PY 
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p7 ſituation are generally too apt to ſeck the 
conſolation of pity, rather than the proper 
means of redreſs. Yau, my dear, were influ- 
enced by a deſire of reclaiming your huſband ; 
but inſtead of conſulting your own reaſon, 
and imploring the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, 
you complained to me, and abandoned your- 
ſelf to deſpair. I know, my beloved child, 
that your trial was ſevere, and I am convin- 
ced very few have been equal to ſuch a one. 
do not condemn, but pity the weakneſs of 
human nature, which finds it difficult to act 
in this caſe without precipitation. 'T he oc- 
caſion requires a diſpaſſionate manner of 
thinking, of which few are capable. It was 
my duty to give you the advice you ſolicited, 
and I now make it my requeſt, that you will 
endeavour to recover your health. We will 
then conſider on the means of regaining, 
and fixing your huſband's affections. Try 
to live, my dear daughter, and we ſhall all 


be happy. 
O 3 It 
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It is in vain, anſwered lady Raymond, — 
it is impoſſible, And oh! madam, I muſt 
confeſs, tho with conſcious ſhame, that my 
love for my huſband is weaken'd by his un- 
kindneſs, Am I not criminal? No, my dear 

child, cried the affectionate parent, no, you 
are not criminal. If your heart feels leſs of 
the tender ſentiment for your hufband, I 
know it is ſtil] anxious for his eternal hap- 
pineſs. Do not conſider him as a votary of 
Pleaſure, but think you behold him a prey to 
the moſt fatal intoxication, or imagine you 
ſee him wounded by the moſt poignant ſtings 
of remorſe; then, though your love be really 
diminiſhed, your pity will be increaſed, 
Your reſentment will ſubſide, you will ex- 
tend your forgiveneſs, and=Ah ! madam, 
interrupted lady Raymond, did I ſay I 
loved him leſs? I deceived myſelf and you. 
He is as dear to me as ever. Oh! thatI 
could claſp him to my heart! But he 
ſhuns me, he diſtruſts-—he deſpiſes me! 
| She 
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She fell back in her bed, overcome by the 
agitations of her mind. Mrs, Villars and 
1 ſupported her. Strong convulſions ſeized 
her, and have left her extremely weaken- 
ed, She promiſed to try if ſhe could ſleep, 
and I employed the time in writing to you, 

2 «„ * „ * 

What accumulated miſery may this vile 
fir John occaſion! Mr, Villars ſent for us 
down into the dining-room, My woman 
had attended lady Raymond fince the flight 
of her own, and was left with her while we 
complied with the ſummons. We found Mr. 
Villars walking about the room, His looks 
were diſordered, and expreſſed indignation 
blended with deſpair. As ſoon as we enter- 
ed, Sir John's behaviour, madam, ſaid he, to 
my friend, muſt give you at leaſt as much 
uneaſineſs as it does me, His abſence, his 
late indifference to my ſiſter and me, ſhock- 
ed and incenſed me; but l am now almoſt 


mad with rage, I have ſeen lord B=— : he 
O04 has 


* 
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has taken into keeping a woman who was 
my ſiſter's ſervant, and he told me this after. 
noon, ſhe had been miſtreſs to my brother, 
but had deſerted him. He added, he ſuppo- 
ſed this affair had occaſioned my ſiſter's ill- 
neſs, that he wondered ſhe ſhould regard 
ſo common a matter; and concluded with a 
laugh, that he was ſure I ſhould not betray 
his miſtreſs to her old lover, tho? if I did, he 
would be her protector. -I had too much 
contempt for lord B to throw away any 
advice upon him, and indeed he turned from 
me too ſuddenly to admit of my reply. 
Judge, madam, by your own emotions, 
what I felt, and ſtill feel! Shall I not. ſearch 
out this mean wretch, confront him with his 
guilt, and expoſe him to the whole world ? 
He ſhall be known to be a villain, Lady 


Egerton, to you I have no reſerve. 
Mrs. Villars ſat with her eyes fixed upon 


the ground, A gloomy thoughtfulneſs over- 
ſpread her braw. ner ſon's impatience 
again 
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again broke forth. I wiſh from my ſoul, 
cried he, that my arm could revenge my ſiſ- 
ter's wrongs, — Mrs, Villars ſtarted. For 
heaven's ſake, ſaid ſhe, retract this wild wiſh, 
What! could you deſert a wife and unborn 
infant? Would you hazard your life in a 
guilty enterprize? Would you violate the 
laws of chriſtianity by indulging a criminal 
revenge? Would you increaſe your ſiſter's 
misfortune, by becoming her huſband's mur- 
derer? Oh!] my ſon, let me beg of you to 
reflect, that though he is the cauſe of my 
daughter's ſufferings, yet this wretched man 
whom you would devote to deſtruction, is 
enſlaved by the moſt deplorable ignorance. 
I grant, that this ignorance renders him 
liable to puniſhment ; but ſince human laws 
have appointed none for this error, leave him 
to divine juſtice, Remember who hath ſaid, 
Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” ——Sir 
John is rather the object of pity than reſent- 
ment, Think for a few moments on the 
cruelty 
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cried he, that my arm could revenge my ſiſ- 
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heaven's ſake, ſaid ſhe, retract this wild wiſh, 
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guilty enterprize? Would you violate the 
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misfortune, by becoming her huſband's mur- 
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reflect, that though he is the cauſe of my 
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whom you would devote to deſtruction, is 
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I grant, that this ignorance renders him 
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„Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” ——Sir 
John is rather the object of pity than reſent- 
ment, Think for a few moments on the 

cruelty 


202 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 


cruelty of wiſhing to conſign him to eternal 
miſery.— She pauſed a while, then reſumed : 
You would expoſe to infamy the man to 
whom your ſiſter has vowed love and obe- 
dience, and perhaps by this means would pre- 
vent his re- eſtabliſnment in the path of du- 
ty. To what fatal raſhneſs might he have 
recourſe to be removed from the ſcandal of 
public ignominy ! You would perhaps be ac- 
countable to heaven for abridging his date of 
life, tho' not the immediate inſtrument of his 
deſtruction. Lady Raymond, though the in- 
jured ſufferer, ſtil! retains a ſincere and tender 
affection for her huſband, and his infidelity 
will not releaſe her from an obſervance of 
her vows.—Let us, my ſon, attend at pre- 
ſent wholly to the recovery of your ſiſter's 
health, and when that is reſtored, it is onr 
duty calmly to conſider on the moit eligible 
method of reclaiming fir John, or to deliber - 
ate on the proper means of a final ſeparation. 
e will leave you to reſlect on what 1 

haye 
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have urged, and I hope reaſon will entirely 


ſubdue paſhon. 
As we found lady Raymond aſleep, I 


took up my pen to give you this recital. 
E „ «„ „ * 

Reaſon has prevailed, Mr. Villars, on our 
return, eagerly ſeized his mother's hand: 
You are indeed, ſaid he, my guardian angel. 
My heart recalls its dreadful wiſh, and tho? 
it bleeds for my ſiſter's wrongs, yet I will 
commit her-cauſe to Heaven, who in its own 


time will punifh perjury and ingratitude. 


Mrs, Villars embraced him with a tranſport 


too exquiſite to find adequate words, At the 


inſtant my woman came down, and told us 
lady Raymond was awake, that ſhe found 
herſelf better, and intreated to ſee us all, for 
ſhe knew her brother was below. My friend 
could only utter, Oh ! God ! if it be thy will, 


preſerve her to us 
& „ $S 3 
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Mr. Villars, on finding his ſiſter better, 
was impatient to bring hither his lady. Soon 
after he had left us for that purpoſe, Mrs. 
Villars was called down. She had left us 

near half an hour, when I was ſent for, I was 


never more ſurprized than when, on entering 
the dining- room, I ſaw fir John kneeling 
at my friend's feet. No, madam, ſaid he, 
I will not rife till you pardon, and promiſe 
to permit me to ſee my injured wife, Plead 
for me, dear Lady Egerton. Mrs, Villars's 
cheeks were ſuffuſed with a crimſon glow. 
You diſtreſs me, ſir John, ſaid ſhe; I 4 
pardon you, but I am fearful your preſence 
- ſhould have a fatal effect on my daughter, 
Alas! if you are really ſincere (and God only 
can know the ſecrets of the heart) how will 
you be affected! In all human probability, 

- a few days are all ſhe has to live, 
Sir John appeared much affected. Surely. 
cried he, J have been in a delirium ! but let 
me inſtantly ſee the dear ſufferer, He then 
| aroſe 
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aroſe and went towards the door. Mrs. Vil- 
lars ftopt him; For my child's ſake, ex- 
claimed ſhe, let me firſt prepare her, Lady 
Egerton, be ſo good as to ſtay with fir John 
till I return, 

When we were alone, his confuſion in- 
creaſed, yet did not prevent him from con- 
demning his paſt conduct. I could not for- 
bear telling him, I hoped his future good be- 
haviour would recompence his lady's ſuffer- 
ings, if—I added, her life was granted to our 
prayers, I ſaw he expected to find her leſs 
dangerouſly ill than we gave him reaſon to 
hope; and I did not ſay any thing to alter 
his opinion, in hopes his remorſe would be 
heightened on ſeeing her, and tend to con- 
firm bis better reſolutions. 

Mrs, Villars returned. Though I cannot 
deny your requeſt, fir John, ſaid ſhe, I am 
afraid of bad conſequences from indulging 
it. You muſt not ſtay long with her, nor 
permit her to talk much, 


sir 
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Sir John's impatience ſcarcely ſuffercd 
him to attend to Mrs, Villars. We follow- 
ed, and entered the apartment with him. 
Lady Raymond fat up in her bed, ſupported 
by pillows. Sir John was viſibly ſhocked on 
ſeeing her. He threw himſelf on his knees 
by the bed- ſide, and kiſſing her hand, which 

ſhe extended to him, Can you pardon the 
| injurious treatment you have received! ſaid 
he, tenderly, 

Oh! my huſband, anſwered the ſweet 
creature, throwing her arms round his neck, 
do I live to ſee you once again? Mrs, Villars, 
apprehenſive this effuſion. of delight might 
overcome her daughter's ſpirits, and yet un- 
willing to diſturb their happineſs, ſtood gaz- 
ing on them in anxious ſilence. They re- 
mained ſeveral minutes in this ſituation, till 
lady Raymond, in a weak voice, cried out, 
*Tis too much for mel Then, withdraw- 
ing her arms, her head reclined, and ſhe 
fainted, Mrs, Villars flew to her aſſiſtance, 

and 
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and entreated fir John to accompany me 
down ſtairs, His affliction deeply affected 
me. He leaned his head upon his hand, and 
his ſobs were audible, 
# „ * * „ #% 

Mrs. Villars came to inform us that lady 
Raymond was recovered from her ſwoon, 
and that ſhe had received a note from her 
ſon, to excuſe his return till the next morn- 
ing, on account of an engagement with a 
fellow collegian who left town that night. 
He deſired a particular information of his 
ſiſter by the ſervant, and Mrs. Villars is re- 
tired to write, There is a pleaſing alteration 
in lady Raymond's looks; but her tender 
parent, to prevent any farther diſcompoſure, 
has inſiſted on her not talking. Young 


Mrs, Villars is here and ſhares our joy, 
„ $- © 


Lady Raymond is better, M y friend's 
hopes of her child's recovery are expreſſed in 
lively terms in the following little billet. 
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My pz ar Son, 

We now indulge a joyful expeRation of 
my beloved Flavia's re-eſtabliſhed health; 
and a circumſtance that has happened fince 
I ſaw you, tends to promote our wiſhes for 
her lengthened life, as we have now reafon to 
hope, that ſhe will enjoy with added years, 
a large ſhare of temporal happineſs. My 
daughter Villars is with us, and joins her 
requeſt with mine, that we may, if poſſible, 
ſee you here this evening. I want to give an 
explanation of the enigma, my note will 
contain. Your ſiſter's recovery, and your 
compliance with a requeſt I ſhall make to 
you, will confirm the happineſs of 

Your and her tenderly affectionate mother, 


SOPHIA VILLARS, 


SS SS & ET- & 


THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 209 


What cannot Mrs, Villars's conſurgmate 
wiſdom effect! She has reconciled the two 
brothers. Indeed, fir John's penitence en- 
titles him to Mr. Villars's forgiveneſs. 


Lady Raymond has ſat up a quarter of an 


hour, She is now diſpoſed for ſleep, and we 
have left her for the night. At this delight- 
ful juncture I will conclude my letter, I 
ſhall write another to-morrow, when I hope 
to confirm the ſatisfaction this will excite, 

I am, with love to your worthy huſband, 

Your ever affectionate mother, 
E. EGERTON, 


LETTER LXXXII. 


Lady EcgrToN to Mrs. STAMFORD. 
Of: my dear, how weak are the founda- 
tions of human happineſs ! Lady Ray- 
mond is much worſe, Doctor W——'$ 
looks alarm me. From the moſt flattering 
Vox. II. P hopes 
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hopes of her life, we are now ſunk in the 
deepeſt anxiety, and endeavour only to pte, 
pare ourſel ves for her hourly- expected death, 


After I had ſealed up and ſent away my 
letter, my woman came running to tell me, 


that lady Raymond's joy, on ſeeing ſo ꝓet- 
feet a reconciliation between her huſband 
and brother, prevented her taking any reſt 
for ſometime, and that the affecting ſcenes 
ſhe had ſhared that day were too much for 
her. That ſhe had talked very wildly, and 
her fever ſeemed to be returned. She was 
then in a lumber, but ſtarted frequently, and 
appeared preatly diſordered, Mrs, Villars 
came in while my woman was with me, and 
gueſſed by our looks that lady Raymond was 
not ſo well as when we left her. I owned 
it. We went to her apartment, and were 
convinced ſhe was very bad. Dr, W—— 
was ſummoned, He ſhook his head and 
gave us no hopes, She awaked extremely 
delirious, and knew none of us, Sir John 

is 


* 
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is almoſt diſtracted. Even my friend in- 
dulges a moſt poignant affliction, I never ſaw 
her ſo much affected. But no wonder, when 
ſuch a change ſucceeds to the moſt enliven- 
ing hopes. 

Mr. Villars is juſt gone up. He came 
without his lady, deing eager to ſee lady 
Raymond. As I was the only perſon below 
in the dining-room, I was obliged to diſcloſe 
to him the melancholy alteration, I cannot 


deſcribe his diſtreſs. 
©. 0. % #. SY 

Gracious God! Lady Raymond is dying! 

dhe is in violent convulſions ! 
0 % @ 4 W 

Her ſenſes are returned, but Doctor W 
aſlures us ſhe can live only a few minutes. 
She is ſpeechleſs. She has embraced us all. 
Her huſband and brother are kneeling by 
the bed-fide, holding each a hand. (My 
friend ſupports her daughter's head.) Their 


eyes are frequently fixed on each other, 
P 2 And 
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and their language is inexpreſſibly af- 
fecting. 
„% 0 & 
All is over! —-— Lady Raymond has 


breathed her laſt 
J can only add, I am 
Your's affectionately, 
E. EGERTON. 


LETTER LXXXIII. 


Lady EERTON to Mrs. STAMFORD. 
My DEAR CHiIp, 
1 Now reſume my melancholy recital. 
Mrs. Villars, who received her daugh- 
ter's laſt looks, ſunk upon the bed in a ſtate 
of inſenſibility. When ſke revived we left 
the room, Our grief has yet been only ex- 
preſſed by ſighs and tears. No one has diſ- 


turbed the awful ſilence. 


* „„ #4 # 
Lady Raymond it ſeems had always ex- 


preſſed a deſire of being buried near ker fa- 
ther, 
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ther, and fir John has conſented to it. To- 
morrow morning he and Mr, Villars are to 
ſet out to attend the corpſe. My friend, 
who 1s very much indiſpoſed, has promiſed 
to be with me; but ſhe will not leave the 
houſe till her daughter's remains are depoſited 
in the hearſe, when ſhe will remove in a 
chair, 

Young Mrs, Villars deplores her ſiſter's 
death with genuine proofs of friendſhip, As 
to my friend, not one murmur of her's has 
arraigned the goodneſs of Providence. She 
mourns with the reſignation of a true Chriſ- 
tian, She has all the reality without affec- 
ting the parade of affliction, She feels all the 
tenderneſs without the extravagance of ſor- 
row. She frequently viſits the breathleſs 
clay, but the ſight of it does not betray her 
into any vehemence of anguiſh, Sic John, 
Mr. Villars and I accompany her. It is a 
moſt pleaſing corpſe. A ſweet ſerenity over- 
ſpreads the features, She looks as if only in 

a gentle 
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a gentle lumber, We do nor permit young- 
Mrs, Villars to fee her ſiſter on account of 
ker own condition, 

e „ # 22S * 


The corpſe is placed in its laſt awful re- 
eeptacle, and Mrs. Villars has given it the 
laſt embrace, —The hearſe is now at the 
door, The two gentlemen propoſe being 
with us again on Monday, | 

„% „% 

The melancholy equipage is departed, 
and my friend is preparing to leave this houſe. 
She is really very ill — Young Mrs. Villars 
Has obtained permiſſion from her father to at- 
tend her mother-in-law. 

* * „ * * 
' Hanover-ſquare. 

Mrs, Villars on her arrival was obliged 
to go to bed. She is very feveriſh, and Doctor 
W. has preſcribed bleeding. I will not 
finiſh my letter yet, as I hope to give you a 
more pleaſing information to-morrow. 
| Sunday 
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Sunday. 

I have not been able to write till now. 
My dear friend bas been dangerouſly ill, and 
we were terribly alarmed, but thanks to 
Providence, her fever has left her, and ſhe 
has only to recruit her ſtrength. Young Mrs. 
Villars inſiſted on fitting up with her, and 
has ſhewn ſuch aſſiduous tenderneſs, that I 
hope ſhe will greatly contribute to reſtore her 
mother's tranquillity, My friend faid yeſter- 
day, when her daughter-in-law offered her 
ſomething to take, Come, my child ! me- 

thinks my Flavia ſtill lives in my Iſabella! 


&F $6 'S. & » 


Monday night. 
The gentlemen are returned, and Mrs. Vil- 
lars received them with that fortitude which 
diſtinguiſhes her from the reſt of her ſex, 
She has ſatup all this day, and ſeems to have 

regained ſome degree of her uſual ſerenity, 
The remains of lady Raymond were depo- 
ſited near her father, as ſhe deſired, The 


whele- 
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Whole village and neighbourhood attended 
the funeral, which was conducted with the 
utmoſt decency and propriety. A genuine 
concern for her death was univerſally ex- 
preſſed. The tender mother enquired into 
every particular; not, ſhe ſaid, to increaſe 
her affliction, but to admit ſome motive of 
conſolation from an aſſurance that in theſe 
particulars her dear child's wiſhes had been 
fulfilled When Mr. Villars told her how 
lady Raymond was lamented, I needed not 
theſe teſtimonies, ſaid ſhe, to convince-me my 
Flavia was beloved. She was the joy of 
every heart, and ſhe is happy. I do not re- 
pine, lady Egerton, my child is happy ! 

As young Mrs, Villars expects her lying- 
in will be in about two months, my friends 
determine toleave us within a fortnight. 

I will no longer delay to ſend away my 
letter, for your impatience muſt have a mix- 
ture of inquietude, 

I am, my dear child, 
Your's moſt affectionately, 


E. EGERTON, 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
Lady EGERToON to Mrs, STAMFORD. 
Can now inform you, my dear daughter, 


that Mrs. Villars has perfectly recovered 
her health, and appears always with a decent 
chearfulneis. She frequently mentions lady 
Raymond, and without tears. She weeps 
when alone. As to fir John, he ſeems to be 
relapſing into irregularity, We ſee little of 
him, I hinted my fears to Mrs, Villars, She 
| ſhook her head. I am afraid, lady Egerton, 
ſaid ſhe, you are not miſtaken. My ſon gives 
me reaſon to think fir John is culpable. 
& © © TW 
I have an additional ſubje& for admiration 
of my excellent friend! A letter was brought 
to her this morning, and ſhe was told, that 
the bearer would call the next day for an an- 
fwer. Mrs, Villars did not know the wri- 
ting, but on glancing her eye over the con- 
tents ſhe burſt into tears, exclaiming, Poor 
guilty creature! what can I do for thee? 
After 
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After an attentive peruſual ſhe gave me the 
letter, It was ſigned M. Jewſon, and dated 


from the Marſhal. a priſon, "Theſe were the 
contents, 


Honoured Madam, 

My misfortune is too much the conſe- 
quence of my guilt, to entitle me to your fa- 
vour; you were deceived in my diſpoſition, 
It was not love for lady Raymond, but for 
fir John's valet, that occaſioned my deſire of 
living with her. He deluded me. Sir John, 
ſoon after our arrival in town, made me pro- 
poſals, which my vanity tempted me to ac- 
cept. I became careleſs, and even inſolent 
to my lady, whoſe mildneſs was not provok- 
ed, I triumphed 1n her declining heaith, for 
I had hopes fir John would raiſe me to her 
place; and as to my firſt lover, he had de- 
ſerted me, But I need not be ſo particular, 
My lady gave me one day a deſerved rebuke, 
at which I was ſo incenſed that I yowed re- 


. venge. 
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venge. I told fir John ſhe had expoſed him; 
and he, being fearful Mr, Villars ſhould diſ- 
cover to the world the injuries offered to his 
ſiſter, left the houſe, taking me with him. 
I had attracted the notice of lord B, and 
finding fir John was leſs prodigal than uſual, 
I ſent a note to lord B-— in his abſence. 
He came immediately into my terms, I 
therefore abandoned fir John, and became 
miſtreſs to my lord. His ſudden death in 
a due}, occaſioned by a diſpute at cards, 
deprived me of all reſource, I was turned 
out of doors by his ſiſter. I took private 
lodgings, and was afraid of ſtirring out, leſt 
my creditors ſhould diſcover me. One of 
them actually arreſted and threw me into 
this priſon. The reſt have brought in their 
claims. have parted from every farthing, 
and diſpoſed of every thing but the cloaths 
on my back, My debts ſtill amount to 150. 
I have had propoſals from ſeveral gentle- 
men, which I have rejected, for I have had 

time 
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time for reflection, and am truly penitent, 
I have applied to my father and mother; they 
have forgiven, but cannot aſſiſt me. My ſiſ- 
ter, who lives in Kent, has promiſed to pro- 
cure me a place, and to take me down with 
her; but ſhe has ſeveral children, and can do 
nothing towards my enlargement, She will 
conſider me as one of her children *till I am 
provided with a ſervice, if I can obtain my 
liberty. May I, madam, preſume to hope for 
your forgiveneſs and aſſiſtance? Will you 
advance the money for me? My poor father 
and mother deſerve your goodneſs, and I 
will conſider this inſtance of your bounty 
as done out of regard to them. For my own 
part, I can only plead the ſincerity of my re- 
pentance to gain your mercy. Be aſſured, [ 
will prefer beggary and impriſonment to 
farther infamy. 

My ſiſter will be the bearer of this, and 
call again to-morrow for your anſwer, Oh! 
madam, your pardon is neceſſary to my peace, 

and 
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and the excellence of your character encou- 
rages my hopes that you will relieve the di- 
ſtreſſes of 
The truly penitent, 
and your ever devoted, 


M. Ew SON. 


Well, madam, ſaid I, what will you do? 
Will you give any thing to a wretch who 
has occaſioned the death of your daughter? 
—Ah! lady Egerton, anſwered Mrs. Villars, 
I acknowledge ſhe has been criminal, but is 
ſhe not a repentant ſufferer? To God ſhe is 
accountable for her guilt, and God is merci- 
ful to the-contrite heart. I ſhall not ſupport 
a criminal, but relieve a penitent. She has 
refuſed the wages of-vice, and ſhe has aright 
to the pecuniary advantages of virtue, Sir 
John -contributed to her depravity, and 
would perhaps procure her releaſe; but I 
would not expoſe either of them to ſo dan- 
gerous a tial. 

J admired 
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I admired her in filence, for indeed 1 


could not expreſs my ſentiments. 
0 VV. 6; SV": V 


My friend has written an anſwer, which 
I begged leave to peruſe, and have tranſeri- 
bed for you. 


Mrs. Jewſon, 
I muſt acquieſce in your opinion, that your 
misfortune is a conſequence of your fault, 
May you never experience any further 
puniſhment ! My reſentment ought not to 
continue longer than your guilt, Real peni- 
tence certainly reſtores you to divine favour, 
and will be ſupported by the aſſiſtance of the 
virtuous, *Tis true, you have been the occa- 
fion of my affliction, but you have deceived 
and injured yeurſelf more than me, and 1 
moſt heartily forgive you, I will ſend the 
money you requeſt, and add five guineas for 


cloaths, &c. to accommodate you for a new 
place. 
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place, | Perſevere in your virtuous purpoſes, 


and Providence will protect you. I am, 
Your ſincere friend, 


SOPHIA VILLARS, 


If Jewſon be not perfectly reformed after 
this goodneſs I ſhall think her quite incorrt= 
gible. This is true charity | This is exalted 
benevolence! Never did I hear of ſuch a wo- 


man as this! | 
* * „ „ #* # 


expect Mr. Leiceſter, Mrs. Griffin, and 
the amiable pair, to ſpend this day with us. 
How ſhall I part from this family. In loſing 
Mrs. Villars I ſhall more ſeverely lament the 
death of lady Raymond. 

I believe I ſhall ſoon pay you and Mr. 
Stamford a viſit, Jam impatient to ſee you 

both, and to nurſe the dear babe. 
Bclieve me, my dear daughter, 
Your's moſt affectionately, 
E. EGERTON. 


moniſh, where perhaps ſhe has 


———— _—— — __— —— _— CY — — 
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LETTER LXXXV. 


Mrs. VILLARS to Sir JoRN RayMonD, 
DEAR SIR, 


r an old woman may be 


deemed impertinent, but it cannot be 


termed ſelf-intereſted, any otherwiſe than as 
it is the real intereſt of every perſon to per- 


form what they think a duty,—It is not a 
mother anxious for the happineſs of her 
child, who now exhorts you to ſupport 
the character of a man of true honour, It 
is the friend ſolicitous to tecure your pre- 
Tent and future peace, who ventures to ad- 
ght to 
reprove. You are releaſed from the con, 
jugal tyes, which enjoined a ſtrict fidelity, 


and probably may imagine yourſelf to be 


at liberty to devote all your hours to plea- 
ſure; but conſider, fir, can ſuch indul- 
gence be conſiſtent with that divine law, 
which teaches us to love our neighbours as 
-ourſelyes? Ir you are the betrayer of in- 
| nocence, 


” 
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nocence, you are accountable to God for 
the violation of virtue, for deſtroying the. 
peace of families, and perhaps for the future 
guilt and infamy of the deluded fufferers, 
Inſtead of ſupporting by your example, laws 
inſtituted for the public good, you act in de- 
fiance of them, and not only commit, but 
encourage guilt, You owe a ſttict conformi- 
ty to human ordinances as a member of the 
community,and a ſteady adherence to divine 
precepts, as a profeſſor of chriſtianity,-I 
know there are an unhappy ſet of females, 
who are conſidered as the proper objects 
of paſſion, Who can then releaſe them from 
the ſeveral duties they owe to God, their 
fellow creatures and themſelves? Are they 
excluded from the benefits of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation ? Does not ther penitence en- 
title them to mercy, and are not thoſe per- 
ſons obnoxious to the divine vengeance, who 
contribute to perpetuate their crimes and- 
miſery? 

Vol, II. 2 or 


” 
p 
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I have urged ſome of the claims of duty. 
Permit me to mention another, the negle& 
of which, has frequently a more alarming, 
though not more deſtructive conſequence, 
An attention to the preſervation of health, 
of fortune, and of character, is not only 

eſſential to our true happineſs, but to. 
the enjoyment of pleaſure, We muſt be ra- 
tional beings, if we would protract our reliſh 
for amuſements. The wiſe Author of our 
nature has made vice the parent of miſery, 
and virtue a conſtant ſource of the moſt de- 
lightful ſenſations. 
I cannot conclude without an apology for 
the liberty I have taken in offering my ad- 
vice. Yet, ſir, when you conſider that 
friendſhip dictates to my pen, the motive 
will, I hope, plead in my favour, I ſhall 
exceedingly rejoice if my cautions are unne- 
ceſſary: for be aſſured, fir, I am, 
Your ſincerely affectionate friend, 
SOPHIA VILLARS, 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 
Mrs. VII SARS to Lady Ecrtron, 


nt me, dear madam, to offer my 

grateful acknowledgements for thoſe 
uncommon inſtances of friendſhip, all my 
family have received from your ladyſhip. 
My heart is affected with a more Iively ſenſe 
of them than words can expreſs, 

My daughter-in-law (alas! that diſtine- 
tion is no longer neceſſary) was very little 
incommoded by the joutney. She and my 
ſon deſire you woeald accept their thanks, 
and moſt reſpectſul compliments, | 

The firſt ſight of this place revived me- 
lancholy ideas; yet, my deut lady Egerton, 
do not wiſh to recall my child to this Aft. 
Sir John muſt probably would have relapſed 
into indifference. Heaven rewards ber 
ſuffering virtue, and I W On 
to its diſpenſations, 


a2 : 1 
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My long abſence from home increaſes 


my preſent avocations, To ſuch a friend' 
apologies for ſhort letters are needleſs. I 
fincerely wiſh your ladyſhip a pleaſant jour- 
ney into Northamptonſhire, and. beg you 


would preſent our beſt reſpects to Mr, and 
Mrs, Stamford, 
1 am, dear madam, 
Your faithful, affectionate, 
and moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


— 


SOPHIA VILLARS. 
LETTER LXXXVII. and laſt, 


Mrs. VILLARS to Lady EGERTON, 
DAR Mapan, 


am enabled, by the goodneſs of the 
Deity, to impart to your ladyſhip ſome de- 
gree of the joy we feel on my dear daughter 
Villars's ſafe delivery, and the additional 


bleſſing of a fine boy. Her reſignation in the 
ſevereſt conflicts has endeared her to me, 
whilſt py ſog's apprehenſions and tender ex- 

tacy 


þ FTER ſuffering a dreadful anxiety, I 
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tacy have convinced me, his love is of an ex- 
alted and permanent nature. After enduring 
a reſtleſs uneaſineſs for a day and night (all 
which time ſhe was thought to be in extreme 
danger) he received the information of her 
ſafety with equal tranſports of delight. I 


ſhall never forget the tenderneſs with which 


he clapſed her to his breaſt. She returned the 
embrace, and*looking at the innocent babe, 


ſeemed to claim for him a ſhare of her huſ- 


band's affection. Parental joy ſparkled in 
his eyes. He gazed on the ſweet infant, 
gently kiſſed it, and again, by eloquent ca- 
reſſes, thanked the partner of his heart for 
the dear preſent, Methought I ſaw my huſ- 
band revived in my ſon, I ſhared their hap- 
pineſs, and though I dropt a tear in remem- 
brance of my Flavia, my ſatisfaction Was 
unimbittered by regret, 

My daughter Villars's attentive obſerva- 
tion of her little babe's actions, expreſs all 
the mother's fondneſs. She has entered upon 


Q 3 the 


— ¶¶ ] A&uù rn 
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the delightful office of nurſe. Every feature 
is animated by an heightened conjugal affee- 
tion, and her eyes gliſten with maternal 
ſoftneſs. My ſon is ſeldom abſent from his 
Iſabella, He reads, he converſes on ſome 
pleaſing ſubject, or he nurſes the ſweet ob- 
ject of his future joys and cares, Both my 
dear children ſupport themſelves on this 
ſummit of eartbly felicity, with ſuch pipus 
gratitude, and equanimity of ſoul, as render 
them deſerving of the bleflings providence 
has beſtowed on them. 

I have not had a line from fir John Rays 
mond.; but Mr. Leiceſter informs us, that 
even in an inceſſant purſyit of pleaſure, he 
is the moſt miſerable of human beings. Poor 
infatuated man - But whilſt I lament his 
unhappy deluſion, I am thankful for the ap- 
pointment of Heaven in releafing my dear 
child from farther ſufferings. 

+ # * NN + #% 


Good 
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Good Gad! what a letter have I received! 
O madam, fir John Raymond is no more, 
Read the incloſed, and join with me in com- 
paſſion, and acquieſcence to the will of Hea- 
ven. 

Manan, 

« dare not addreſs you by any epithet 
c expreſſive of the character you once per- 
© mitted me to bear. My mind is a perfect 
* chaos of horror!/—I am the wretched 
victim of my own intemperance.—I am 
© mortally wounded in a duel fought in de- 
te fence of the moſt worthleſs of her ſex, af- 
ter having injured the moſt amiable. I re- 
« ſented aſperſions which my conduct had 
incurred; and, in a fit of frenzy, drew my 
* ſword upon à fellow whom I expected to 
& have terrified by its appearance. But he 
© knew too well the character of his anta- 
« goniſt; and aſſiſted by a wretch who diſ- 
„ honours the name of woman, in a moment 
< diſarmed and wounded me. Good God! 


Q4 « what 


> 
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10 what an inconſiſtent creature is man To 
©& hazard the ſacrifice of life in defence of 
© the honour he has abuſed, and for the pre- 
& ſervation of a character he has forfeited ! 
c But, alas! theſe reflections are ill- timed 
„My ſurgeon aſſures me I can live but a 
<« very little time. Before this reaches you, 
< I ſhall perhaps be arraigned .at the awful 
« tribunal of divine juſtice ?—Oh ! madam, 
© can you forgive the author of your 
&« ſufferings? And will an equitable, and 
good God receive to his mercy the wretch 
«© who. defied his juſtice? Can I diſtin- 
„ guiſh the dread of puniſhment from the 
ce contrition of . ſincere penitence? How 
* ſhocking is uncertainty, when an eternity 
< of happineſs or miſery is the alternative! 
« May my example be a warning to the in- 
& conſiderate many, never to delay the taſk 
of repentance! I was apprehenſive of pre- 
© ſent ſuffering, and have conſigned myſelf 
© —O God! (how dreadful the thought) to 
4 an 
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* 


* everlalting ſtate of miſery —1 am on the 
e brink 2 a arewel !—1 fear for 


<6 over. 


Oh! lady bands what 2 l ca- 


taſtrophe! Unhappy man ! may his penitence 


be accepted at the throne of mercy ! I forgive, 
] deplore the ſelf-condemned martyr to his 
vices, His ſervant brought me a parcel, which 
contained his will. I find he had bequeathed 
- to me the remains of his ſhattered fortune, as 
ſome compenſation (he expreſſed it) for the 


ſufferings he had occaſioned to me and his 
injured wife, I burnt the will immediately, 


as I have lately diſcovered, that his neareſt 
relation, and heir at law, is in very diſtreſsful 
circumſtances, has a large family, and is a 
very valuable character. Can I ever lament 
my daughter's early death? Dear lady Eger- 
ton, how inſerutable are the ways of Provi- 
dence! We can never religiouſly call any 
event anevil. If then we feel ſome of the af- 


flictions incident to mortality, let us not only 
remember 
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remember how little we deſerve from the 
"Deity (who yet corrects, like a kind parent, 
for our amendment) but alſo, that though we 
cannot command events, it is always in our 
power, from every event to derive ſome advan- 
tage. I muſt for ſome time quit my pen. 
0 
T reſyme the pleaſing ſubject. My ſon's 
tender and reſpectſul aſſiduity to pleaſe me is 
increaſed, and my daughter is a.counterpart 
of my deceaſed child. I muſt add, in juſtice 
to Mrs. Villars, that with lady Raymond's 
_ ſoft complacency of manners, ſhe poſſeſſes that 
- fortitude and dignity of ſoul, which perhaps 
- would have ſupparted her in the arduous trial 
- to which my Flavia was unequal.— To con- 
vince you of my preſent ſerenity, I inc loſe an 
Ode to death which I figiſhed this day. I wiſh 
the poetry was more adapted to the ſublimity of 
the ſubject, but I ſubmit it to your candour. 
If, madam, the ſociety of three tender pa- 
- rents, whoſe happineſs is truly domeſtic, will 
be 
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be pleaſing to yay, the ſweets of your friend- 
ſhip will vary and heighten aur delights. We 
claim the performance of .your ladyfhip's 
promiſe to my daughter, of being a ſponſor to 
her child, and hope Mr. and Mrs. Stamford 
will ſoon accompany you into Eſſex, If her 
dear babe is not too young for a traveller, lit- 
tle Frederick invites him to his nurſery, 

It is more than a week ſinge I began this 
letter. My daughter and my grand=child de- 
lightfully divide my time. I acknowledge, 
and enjoy the bounties of heaven. Religian is 
the foundation ef acquieſcenee and cantent. I 
conſider that my Flavia has obtained an early 

admiſſion into the regions of bliſs ; and whilſt 
T anticipate with chriſtian hope the joys of 

being partaker with her of endleſs felicity, I 
am animated in my endeaveurs to perioym 
the duties of my prefent ſtation. 

Come, dear madam, and congratulate in 
perſon | 

Your truly affeRionate, and ever grateful 
| SOPHIA VILLARS, 
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( Incloſed in the foregoing.) 
An ODE to DEATH. 


I. 


H Death! whoſe arbitrary hand 


No human power can e'er withſtand, 
bend beneath thy rod! 


And whilſt I own thy ſhaft ſevere, 
Whilſt wonnded nature drops a tear, 
My ſoul! reſign to God! 


II. 


No more each miad- expreſſive grace 
Depicted on me Flavia's face 
Shall charm a parent's ſight; 
When Death the tender frame invades, 
How ſoon the roſeate bloſſom fades, 
And ſinks beneath the blight! 


0 III. 


Greatneſs! the echo of a name! 
On gales of popular acclaim, 
What vot'ries fill thy ſhrine! 
Rais'd to the zenith of their power, 
They blaze the meteors of an hour, 
Then fall, no more to ſhine! 


IV. 
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IV. 


Ah! ſee the mockery of ſtate ! 
The laſt fad levee of the great! 
The pageantry of death! 
In ſable pomp the victim lies, 
A ſpectacle for vulgar eyes, 
The ſport of vulgar breath! 


V. 


Say, what avails the ſculptur'd buſt, 
The honours paid to putrid duſt, 
The venal Poet's lays? 
Virtue diſdains the forms of art, 
She lives in records of the heart, 
Beſt monuments of praiſe! 


VI. 


Behold lifeꝰs cloſing ſcene diſplay'd, 
How väin the gew-gaws of parade! 
Th' appendages of wealth! 

Art has exhauſted all her power, 
Can ſhe revive the drooping flower ? 
Or tint the bloom of health ? 


VII. 


What horrors fill the guilty mind, 
(Whoſe joys with life muſt be rei gu d) 


© When 


- 
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When Death's dread ſhaft is nighT _ 
Life flits away on flutt'ring wing, 
"Tis Vice that arms the tyrant's ſtingy 
Impels the heart-felt ſigh. 


VIII. 


While the ſmooth ſtream of pleaſure glides, 
While life rolls on in rapid tides, 
| Hope gilds each riſing morn ! 
Whilſt every zephyr breathes perfumes, 
Whilſt every path with roſes blooms, 

We fear no latent thorn, 


IX. 


Adverfity, with poignant dart, 
By wounding, purifies the heart, 
Expels each baleful weed; 
She prunes each wild luxuriant ſhook 
Her ſcion bears the noble fruit 

Of Virtues heavenly ſeed, 


X. 


My ſoul! arreſt each anxious thought: 
Affliction's rigid fchov! had taught 
My Flavia's mind to foar ; 
Taught her, ſuperior to her fate, 
With Faith's firm eye t' explore the ſtate 
Where pain ſhall be no more, 


XI. 
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Shall Szoicks boaſt their mental art, 
Shall they, O Death !defy thy dart, 
Repel each ſhaft of woe ? 
And can the Chriſtian want ſupport? 


To him whoſe Sayiour is his fort, 
Is Death a dreaded foe ? 


XII. 


Though conſcious virtue can diſpenſe 


A bliſs beyond the joys of ſenſe, 
A genuine heart-felt glow ; 


Yet know, fond man with pride elate,. 


Vain is thy vaunted happy ſtate, 
Whoſe bliſs is fix'd below ! 


XIII. 
If Death this vital ſpark deſtroys, 
Ev'n virtue's ſelf. rewarding joys 
Are fleeting as our breath! 
The Chriſtian ſceks a nobler prize, 
The grave's his paſſport to the ſkies, 
His triumph over Death! 


r IVIS.„ 
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